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      Reflections with Pastor Scott 
 

     Lent 2023 House Blessing 

 

“The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and 

forever more.”  Psalm 121 

 

I encourage you to read all of Psalm 121 first and then read the devotion below from Sanctuary 

First out of Scotland by Albert Bogle.  It’s a devotion geared for a house blessing, but I think it fit us 

as a church as well.  As I look at this last verse from Psalm 121, I am reminded that in the fulness of 

God’s grace, God has created us and sent us out into this world.  God sends us out filled with the 

gifts God has given us to use and be a blessing for ourselves, for our neighbor and yes, even for our 

enemy.  This is essentially Jesus’ journey in lent, engaging his enemies, though I doubt Jesus would 

call them enemies.  His journey is bearing the gifts of God to all people, though many will refuse to 

receive them.  But each person, you and me and everyone are God’s beloved children and Jesus 

cannot help but share his gifts of mercy, grace, forgiveness and love.  Through this gift of his life, 

death and resurrection, we are all welcomed back “home” into God’s grace as our last breath is 

breathed.  In between that “going out” and “coming in,” how are we as a church and as individual 

people of faith carrying out the blessings of our God given gifts to the world?  I invite you to think 

on this throughout the Lenten journey. 

 

A Prayer for Blessing a House               Sanctuary First        February 20, 2023 

     We should note from this psalm that it is not the bricks and mortar that contain the blessing. 

We carry the blessing within ourselves. As we cross the threshold of our homes we carry the 

blessing of God upon our lives into the world around us. We bring the blessing into the 

supermarket and into the workplace, into the sports arena and the hairdressers’. Wherever we go 

we cannot be diminished because he has promised that he will preserve us. In other words, he will 

keep our identities safe. It is not our surroundings that give us courage and strength to be. It is the 

blessing of God that rests upon us, preserving our going out and our coming in. So when you turn 

the key and cross the threshold into a familiar place that feels so lonely, remember you bring the 

blessing that turns loneliness into a home. 

  

PRAYER: 

  

Lord, 

I offer to you our home 

May all who cross the threshold be blessed 

May strangers become friends Continued —–> 



Embraced with love and acceptance 

  

Even when I myself have become the stranger 

Let the blessings within be aroused 

Like one entering a colony of heaven 

Rearrange the furniture of my life 

  

Make my heart more outgoing 

My ears more attentive 

My mind more thoughtful 

My hands more willing to serve 

  

Open my eyes to see beyond the hills 

To encounter your eternal love 

A love that is shaping the world around me 

Let me be part of that shaped love 

Touching those who feel forgotten 

Embracing those who feel unloved 

  

And when I turn to go home 

Make me aware of the blessing 

When I turn the key 

To go out or come in 

May I be ever thankful 
That you have promised to preserve my life. 

by Albert Bogle       

 

Continuing the journey of faith with you, 

Pastor Scott 
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cases, completely erased. 

     Excerpts of stories I heard:  

•The men whose family homes have been demolished 
because they cannot produce paperwork from the 
Ottoman Empire that their family has owned their 
land for over a century. 

•The fourteen-year-old boy who was killed in a 
refugee camp. In his pocket was a piece of paper 
where he had written his last will and testament. 
Many young people are now carrying wills in their 
pockets as they fear they will be killed.  

•Concern that the Holy Land will become a museum 
rather than a living expression of the rich diversity of 
people who call this land their home. 

•A principal at one of the Lutheran schools stating 
proudly: “We are educating the next creative leaders 
in Palestine and in the Middle East.” 

     Truly a highlight of this trip was the ordination of 
Pastor Sally Azur. Pastor Sally is the first Palestinian 
woman pastor in the Holy Land. She is called to serve 
two Lutheran Churches in the Holy Land and we are 
excited to see her flourish. 

     We were able to visit with a Jewish human rights 
organization, the United States Ambassador for 
Palestinian Affairs, the Palestinian Authority Prime 
Minister, the General Secretary of the Lutheran World 
Federation, and many others who listened to our 
concerns and who also stated their deep dedication to 
working for peace and justice in this land. 

     I confess that what I have written here barely 
touches on the complexity of the situation in the Holy 
Land. Hundreds if not thousands of books have been 
written. I am no expert. But as I continue to reflect on 
this trip – and as I hope to plan a trip for this synod in 
the next year or so – I hold this verse in my heart from 
Isaiah, “Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the 
oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.” 
Isaiah 1:17 

     May we all learn, seek, rescue, defend and plead 
for all of God’s beloved children. For the little girl who 
longs to see water. For the little boy whose life was 
cut short. For the men who want their family homes. 
For those who daily work for justice. For those who 
daily pray for peace. Oh God, we pray, Kyrie eleison.  

 

+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee                                              

From the Bishop: 

The 10-year-old girl at the 
school we were visiting was 
asked, “When was the last 
time you went to the beach?” 
She paused, thought, and 
finally said rather quietly, “I 
think when I was three.” 

     This might not seem like a huge deal. Many 
people choose to not visit bodies of water. But 
you see, this little girl is a Lutheran Palestinian 
attending one of our Lutheran School in the West 
Bank. She is fluent in English. She is warm and 
engaging. She has dreams and aspirations. Her 
family is dedicated to her education, and they are 
faithful Christians. And she cannot get to the 
water that historically was her people’s land 
because of checkpoints and government policies. 
She is literally a few miles from the water that she 
cannot swim in. 

     In January, seventeen ELCA Bishops traveled to 
the Holy Land on a “Living Stones” listening tour. 
Bishop Azur of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) invited us to 
come and see the Lutheran Church in the Holy 
Land and for us to witness firsthand how the 
Lutheran Church is positively impacting thousands 
of people. 

     On this tour we didn’t have time to visit many 
“holy sites.” Instead, this was a working trip that 
was designed to meet with those who are living in 
the Holy Land today – or as Palestinians say – to 
meet with the Living Stones of the Holy Land. 
During our time with our siblings in Christ, we 
learned and listened; prayed and contemplated; 
laughed and wept. These beautiful and 
courageous people welcomed us into their lives 
with grace and dignity. We were given an 
abundance of food, gifts, laughter, worship, and 
dancing. 

     And the stories. The stories were rich and 
beautiful … and devastating. Like so many people 
throughout history whose lives have been ripped 
apart by oppressive powers, the Palestinian 
Christians have had their land, their identity, and 
their freedoms radically diminished. In some 

The Bishop’s Article from the March 2023 Edition of The Spirit 



March 12th :  3rd Sunday in Lent 
   

• Exodus 17:1-7  
• Psalm 95 

• 1 Romans 5:1-11  
• John 4:5-42 

 
March 26th: 5th Sunday in Lent 

   

•  Ezekiel 37:1-14  
• Psalm 130 

• Romans 8:6-11   
• John 11:1-45 

 

 
March 5th:  2nd Sunday in Lent 

 

• Genesis 12:1-4a  
• Psalm 121  

• Romans 4:1-5, 13-17  
John 3:1-17  

 

March 19th: 4th Sunday in Lent 
   

• 1 Samuel 16:1-13  
• Psalm 23 

• Ephesians 5:8-14  
• John 9:1-41  

Sunday Scripture Lessons for 

March 2023 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-3-13/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-2-26/0#
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                                   JANUARY 2023 CLC PROPERTY TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

1. Contacted PUD on the need to repair outages on two of the lights along the northeast side of our 

back parking lot. Part of our agreement is for them to maintain these high lights in working order. 

2. Caulked the kitchen sink rim where leaks had appeared. 

3. Moved Christmas decorations and garlands back to attic upper storage area. Replaced  florescent 

light bulbs in lower storage area. 

4. Checked sink drain pump reservoir in a Preschool classroom and emptied it. Attempted to unplug 

drain line, but the problem was failure of the pump. Replaced  the entire pump/drain unit with a 

standby  one we had acquired some years ago. This was a two day operation. Ordered another re-

placement. 

5. Rehung a sliding closet door in Pioneer Hall. 

6. Checked outdoor cabinetry door locks . 

7. Cleaned and adjusted the thermostat  Child Care fireplace room. 

8. Arranged to have our septic system inspected and the county  notified. (No pumping needed until 

fall) 

 

"It's paradoxical that the idea of living a long life appeals to everyone, but the idea of getting old 
doesn't appeal to anyone." 

                                                            Andy Rooney 
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BENEVOLENCE  OF  THE  MONTH  
 

March 2023 
 

ELCA World Hunger 
 

 

 

     We pray "Give us today our daily bread."   Yet 10% of the world's children and adults go to bed each 

day hungry, without enough food to live healthy and productive lives.  We Lutherans do not stop at 

prayers -- the ELCA has been working actively to reduce hunger for over forty years.  Our work goes 

beyond providing daily food to addressing the causes of hunger. By connecting people with the re-

sources they need to produce food and gain access to clean water, education, health care and sources 

of income, long-term, sustainable change can be accomplished.  Our gifts each year add up to over 

$20,000,000.00 for projects in 63 countries as well as 34 U.S. states and territories.  I am very proud 

that this amounts to 25% of our ELCA's national yearly income and expenditures!  ELCA World Hunger 

accomplishes this while spending less than 15 cents of every dollar for program administration and 

fundraising.  A gift to ELCA World Hunger is an effective answer to the world's prayers for daily bread. 
 

Carl Gabrielson 



LUTHERWOOD ANNUAL AUCTION  

     The quilters would like to invite the congrega-

tion and their friends to our National Quilting 

Day event on Saturday, March 18, from 10 am to 

3 pm. You do not need to know how to sew to 

be helpful. You can assist by cutting, pinning, ty-

ing a knot and, yes, even sewing. If you plan to 

sew, please bring your machine along.  Help in 

the kitchen at lunchtime (noon) would also be 

appreciated.  For information contact Thea Han-

na at 562-760-3874. Come when you can, leave 

when you must. All adults and teens are wel-

come. Hope to see you there! 

NATIONAL QUILTING DAY EVENT 

A Journey with the Catechism 

 Join Pastor’s Carl, Mike and Scott in the Pioneer Hall 

Immediately following worship 

March 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th. 

We will look together at the various parts 

of the catechism and see it’s continued 

value for our lives today. 

MARCH ADULT EDUCATION CLASS 

Lent Soup Suppers and Midweeks at CLC 
 

March 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29 

Soup 6:00 pm each week  

followed by Holden Evening Prayer 

at 7:00 pm in the small sanctuary 

Our Theme is Jonah’s Journey to Sheol and God’s 

Persistent Presence 

LENTEN SCHEDULE REMINDER 







SAFE HARBOR CLINIC NEWSLETTER 



CLUSTER NOVEMBER BOOK STUDY COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS 

WANTED: 
YEAR-ROUND 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Center is actively seeking an 
outstanding year-round program director. If you know of a 
potential candidate, please contact camp immediately as we 
need the person to be in place ASAP so we can hire and get 
the camp programs all planned before summer! If you know of 
quality college-aged students to be on summer staff, please 
send them our way! ALSO, please gather some folks from 
your congregation to “adopt a building” at camp to get it 
cleaned and in tip-top shape.  To make a referral or ask ques-
tions, please call the camp office at 360-734-7652 or email 
judy.engh@camplutherwood.org. Thank you for your part-
nership in ministry!!  

mailto:judy.engh@camplutherwood.org
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Birthdays 

Healing for:  Shirley White, Shannon Chaftin, Christian Lopez,  Shannon Buffalo, Pastor Paul and Elsie Wietzke & 

Family, Kathy Walker, Janette, Mindy Rigney, Zaid Fackenthall, Nathaniel and Anna Powers, Dene Henderson. 

Comfort for: The Family of:   Teresa Luce following the loss of her husband Greg and Danny & Aubrey Edwards-

Luce following the loss of their newborn child.  

Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce  

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:  

Tommy Young, Damien Weller, Dan Porter, Tyler Munson, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert 

F Guerrero, John VF Guerrero, Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn 

Please help us keep the prayer list up to date by notifying the church 

office of any errors, omissions, or changes.  Thank you. 

Prayers 
Needed 

3rd Jaye Cory 

5th Calvin Hendrickson 

5th Gretchen Pigott 

5th Pat Thorsen 

6th Brandon Honold 

8th Mallory Larsen 

8th Linda Leque 

21st Joan Bauermeister 

27th Fred Trolio 

30th Connie Hall 

30th Anne Marie Dorsey 

Anniversaries  
* If we missed your birthday or 

anniversary please call the church office 

or email us at 

office@camanolutheranchurch.org so we 

can celebrate with you.* 

16th David & Lisa Hayes 

19th Brandon & Angel Honold 

21st Ed & Donna Crow 

25th Steve & Thea Hanna 

29th Robert & Carolyn Hovey 

MARCH 

Birthdays  & 

Anniversaries 



March 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

6pm Soup Supper 

7pm Holden Even-
ing Prayer 

 

2 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

 

 

3 

6:30pm AA 

4 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

5 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

11am Adult Ed 

6pm Al-Anon 

6 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children's 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/ 
Luther 

7 

5pm Girl Scouts 

 

 

8 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

6pm Soup Supper 

7pm Holden Even-
ing Prayer 

 

9 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

12:30pm Women’s 
Bible Study 

 

10 

6:30pm AA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

12 

10am In Person 
Worship Service  

11am  Adult Ed 

6pm Al-Anon 

13 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
3pm Preschool 
Open House 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
6:30pm Girl Scout 
(Leader Meeting) 
7pm Boy Scouts 

14 

5pm Girl Scouts 

6:30pm Steward-
ship and Finance 

15 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

6pm Soup Supper 

7pm Holden Even-
ing Prayer 

 

16 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

7pm Council 
Meeting 

17 

6:30pm AA 

 

 

 
Dove Articles Due 

18 

8am AA 

9am  National 
Quilting Day Event 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

19 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

11am Adult Ed 

6pm Al-Anon 

20  

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/ 
Luther 

21 

5pm Girl Scouts 

22  

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

6pm Soup Supper 

7pm Holden Even-
ing Prayer 

23 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Dove Flight 
Crew 

 
 

24 

6:30pm AA 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

8am AA 

10:30am AA Business 
Meeting 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

26 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

11am Adult Ed 

5pm Al-Anon 
(Business Meeting) 

6pm Al-Anon 

27 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 

28 

5pm Girl Scouts 

29 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

6pm Soup Supper 

7pm Holden Even-
ing Prayer 

30 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

31 

6:30pm AA 
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