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Reflections with Pastor Scott

Final Sabbatical Thoughts

By the time many of you read this, my sabbatical will have begun. | am looking

forward to this Sabbath time of rest and renewal. | am grateful for the opportunity

to spend extra time with Lisa and with family members | don't get to see in person very often. | am also looking
forward to exercising more as | continue working on my health, as well as completing a few projects that have
been on our list for quite some time. Most importantly, | am looking forward to having intentional time to listen
for God's voice and to grow in my relationship with Christ outside of the "doing" that so often fills the life of
ministry.

That said, | will miss all of you during these next three months. In many ways, that is one of the hardest parts of
taking a sabbatical. Perhaps it is a bit selfish, but | know there is always the possibility that someone may no
longer be with us when | return, and that thought saddens me deeply. So, please take good care of yourselves!
I look forward to coming back in November and seeing each of you again.

| also want to express my heartfelt thanks to everyone who is helping make this sabbatical possible. Thank you
to Pastor Mike and Pastor Carl for leading Sunday worship during this time. We are also blessed to have three

of our lay members each share a Sunday message during the sabbatical, along with several of our benevolence
ministry partners who will be preaching on the remaining Sundays. | hope you will enjoy learning from each of
them and offer your presence as a way of encouraging and supporting their ministries.

Thank you as well to our staff - Anette, Mary, and Ashli - for their flexibility and willingness to adapt during this
season. | am deeply grateful to our Church Council for continuing to provide the faithful leadership to which
they have been called. Thank you also to the Sabbatical Team for all their planning and preparation, to our Care
Team for providing pastoral care and support as needs arise, and to the Fellowship Team for creating
opportunities for us to stay connected as a congregation.

For pastoral care, Pastor Mike will be available for pastoral emergencies from August 2 through September 15.
From September 16 through November 1, pastoral emergencies will be covered by three of our conference
pastors. So please call the church office if you have a pastoral emergency. As a reminder, during my sabbatical
| will not be checking email, answering phone calls, or responding to text messages.

Finally, thank you to all of you for the wisdom and generosity of including a sabbatical in my Letter of Call.

It is a tremendous gift, and | receive it with deep gratitude. My prayer is that this time of renewal will not only
strengthen me but also be a blessing to our congregation as we each continue growing in our faith and trust in
God's ongoing work among us.

Continuing the journey of faith with you,

Pastor Scott
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From the Bishop: August 2026

OnJuly 18, 1976 Pastor Nancy Winder was ordained into Word and Sacrament ministry. She
was the first woman ordained in what was then the North Pacific District and the fourteenth
woman ordained in the American Lutheran Church.

But Nancy and those thirteen women were not the first. We remember all the women who
came before them. In scripture we remember Mary, the mother of Jesus, Elizabeth, Mary and
Martha, Mary Magdalene, Phoebe, Priscilla, Junea, Lydia, and all the unnamed women

including the Samaritan woman at the well who ran to proclaim what she had seen and heard,
becoming the first to declare Jesus as Lord.

Along with these women in scripture, we also remember the countless women in these last
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Catherine Booth, Margaret Wold, and so many others who were called by the Holy Spirit to preach, teach, proclaim, lead, and

2000 years — Hildegard, Katie Luther, Argula von Grumbach, Maria Stewart, Phoebe Palmer,

serve. We give thanks for the myriad of gifts that God has poured out through women for the sake of the church and the life of the
world.

I am so thankful for the many women in our lives who passed on their faith to us. The women who taught Sunday School, prepared
the altar, made meals, visited those who were sick, and marched against injustice. The women theologians, mystics, and writers.
The women who, in countless ways, proclaimed through word and deed the good news of Jesus.

Thank you to our sisters in Christ. Thank you for the ways you have lived out your faith in every vocation. Thank you to the women
who have gone before us, to the women serving today, and to the women who continue to say yes to God’s call — including those
called into ordained ministry.

| wonder, do you remember the first time you heard a woman preach? The first time you heard an alto or soprano voice chanting
the liturgy or saying the words of institution? | remember. | was twenty years old. Seeing and hearing someone who looked like me,
who had a body like mine, made the gospel come alive in a way | hadn’t experienced before. Truly, it changed my life.

This is why | grieve what is happening to some of our sisters in other denominations. In recent weeks, the Southern Baptist
Convention voted at its annual assembly to further restrict women from teaching, preaching, and pastoral leadership. This means
women ordained ten or twenty or fifty years ago may now find their callings denied by the very churches they have faithfully
served. So many women — chosen, loved, called, sent —-women with fire in their bellies to preach the gospel may no longer do so.
Not by God, but by their denomination. Their silencing is not only a tragedy for them; it is a tragedy for the whole Church.

So today there is an urgency to remember, celebrate, and publicly proclaim, that women are called by God. Just as the Spirit came
to Mary, who sang of the mighty brought down from their thrones, just as the Spirit sent Mary Magdalene to proclaim resurrection
to the apostles, just as Lydia helped birth a community of believers, the Spirit has called and continues to call women in every age.

So, in joy, thankfulness, and celebration, let us give thanks for the women of the past, present, and future who continue to
proclaim, teach, lead, and serve. For, as we read in Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, “Since it is by God’s mercy that we are
engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart ... For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord.”

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | bishop@I|utheransnw.org

Continued ——>




FINAL Word from VEEP Kay:
MANY THANKS to Kay for sharing her

The Lord God has given me insights and stories these last 8 years — she

the tongue of a teacher,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word. (Isaiah 50:4)

& her words have been a wonderful gift!

I am a word person. | have always had an appreciation for the power of prose, the beauty of poetry, and the wisdom of the

Word. Both of my degrees are in English and | spent thirty-seven years as a Language Arts teacher. God gave me the tongue
of a teacher so | could sustain the weary with a word. So, early in my first term as synod vice president, when | was asked if

| wanted to write a monthly article for “The Spirit,” | happily agreed.

At first, my hope was to use the space to share more information about the role of the synod council. | knew from personal
experience that the average “person in the pew” didn’t really know much about the other two expressions of the church.
Therefore, the first few submissions were heavy in language from our governing documents about the responsibilities of
the vice president and the rest of the council. | shared about our meetings and what | and the other council members had
been up to in the month. These were informational, but not exactly “sustaining the weary” words.

As time went on, circumstances changed. We entered into an unprecedented global pandemic that upended so much of
what we believed about what community and church were. We learned new ways of being neighbors at appropriately
social distance and new ways of doing and being church. As synod leadership scrambled to support and assist our
congregations, it became apparent that weariness was a definite challenge. My articles began to focus on scripture and a
layperson’s understanding of what God was doing in the world. Every day when | took my “I just need to get out of this darn
house” walk, | prayed for the words to sustain the weary. | hope those articles were uplifting and strengthening in very
troubling times.

Eventually, we emerged from the pandemic shutdown, but | continued to use the space to reflect on scripture. I’'m not a
deacon nor a pastor. I’'m not a trained theologian. My ponderings are those of a layperson. | hoped that the things | was
curious about or the little epiphanies | had would also resonate with others. Interestingly, although the bishop and | never
discussed what we would be writing about, our articles almost always seemed like we’d coordinated them. It seems that
“The Spirit” is truly Spirit-inspired.

In this final article, | want to share what an honor it has been to serve as your synod vice president over the past eight
years. As tough as leading during the pandemic and the current political turmoil has been, | have had the opportunity to
meet and work with so many wonderful people, not only throughout the synod, but the entire ELCA. | have had the joy of
representing the synod at call meetings and of attending ordinations and installations of rostered ministers. | have been an
active participant and leader in the Association of Synod Vice Presidents and | have represented the synod at three
Churchwide Assemblies. Mostly, though, | have worked with the bishop, our amazing synod staff, and all the faithful and
wise members of synod council to act on behalf of all the individuals, congregations, worshipping communities, and
outreach ministries striving to be God’s presence here in the NWWA Synod.

Thank you to all who have supported me these past eight years. | commend to you our new Vice President, Cindy Shultz,
whose term begins August 1. | know she will be a great partner in this work. It has been my honor and privilege to serve as
vice president.

Blessings and peace to you all!

Kay Edgerton, Vice President of the NW Washington Synod | veep@Iutheransnw.org




FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPORT

Spending Guidelines Snapshot 6/30/2026
YTD

BUDGETED INCOME SOURCES Received
General Offerings 26,938 138,828

Easter Offerings - to general fund 4,908

Building Use Fees 130 1,730

Interest Earned - Unrestricted 72 1,968

Childcare Monthly Overhead Reimbursement 1,200 10,228

Total Income 28,340 157,662

BUDGETED EXPENSES Paid Out 25,296 153,612

- . BUDGETED BENEVOLENCES Paid Out 1,125 6,750

4 >, | Total Expenses 26,421 160,362
SO 2 | Overage (Shortage) 1,919 (2,700)]

August 2nd: 10th Sunday after Pentecost August 9th: 11th Sunday after Pentecost

e |saiah 55:1-5 e 1Kings 19:9-18
e Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 e Psalm 85:8-13
¢ Romans 9:1-5 ¢ Romans 10:5-15
e Matthew 14:13-21 e Matthew 14:22-33

August 16th: 12th Sunday after Pentecost August 23rd: 13th Sunday after Pentecost

e lsaiah 56:1, 6-8 e |saiah 51:1-6
e Psalm 67 e Psalm 138
e Romans 11:1-23, 29-32 ¢ Romans 12:1-8
e Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 e Matthew 16:13-20

August 30th: 14th Sunday after Pentecost

e Jeremiah 15:15-21
e Psalm 26:1-8
e Romans 12:9-21
e Matthew 16:21-28



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-3-13/0#

BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH

FOOD BANK August 2026

More Than a Food Bank

Stanwood-Camano Food Bank provides resources and connections to alleviate hunger
and meet the basic needs of families, seniors, and individuals in our community.

THREE SIMPLE WAYS TO HELP

VOLUNTEERING
One of the easy ways to help alleviate hunger in our community is by volunteering.
Help is needed within the Food Bank during distribution, with packing Meals 'Til
Monday, and helping in the Holiday House as well as the Thrift Store.
There are a lot of opportunities available.

DONATE FUNDS
Financial donations allow them to provide items that cannot be donated such as fresh
eggs, milk, and frozen meats like chicken. These funds help purchase food at wholesale
prices, ensuring families receive nutritious, well-balanced meals. Thanks to the
contributions from donors, they are able to continue to alleviate hunger in our
community.

DONATE FOOD
You can donate non-perishable food items anytime by placing items in the blue wooden
donation bin on the north side of the building. Garden produce donations are accepted
during open hours (Tuesday - Friday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm). You can also sign up for our A
Simple Gesture (ASG) program to donate on a consistent, bi-monthly basis.

Continued ——>




BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH

FOOD BANK August 2026

UPCOMING AT THE FOOD BANK

MEALS 'TIL MONDAY ORDERING | MONDAYS
Parents place their Meals 'til Monday order via text link for pickup later in the
week. Menu options change weekly!

FOOD DISTRIBUTION | WEDNESDAYS 3PM - 7PM
Open to the public offering produce, milk, eggs, frozen meat, pantry items, and more.
All are welcome!

SENIOR SERVE | THURSDAYS 11AM - 1PM
Appointment-based distribution for customers age 60+ offering nutritious perishable
and pantry items.

FOOD DISTRIBUTION | FRIDAYS 11AM - 3PM
Open to the public offering produce, milk, eggs, frozen meat, pantry items, and more.
All are welcome!

More info, see: stanwoodcamanofoodbank.org
email: scfoodbank@scha.org or call 360 629-2789



https://stanwoodcamanofoodbank.org/mealstilmonday/
https://stanwoodcamanofoodbank.org/foodbank/
https://stanwoodcamanofoodbank.org/seniorserve/
https://stanwoodcamanofoodbank.org/foodbank/
mailto:scfoodbank@scba.org




Save the Dates — Mark Your Calendar — Plan Ahead
Below are the 2026 dates for Camano Lutheran Church to prepare, cook and serve a meal at
The Gathering Place ** Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Stanwood.

Thursday, August 13 * Thursday, December 3
Meal prep begins @ 3:30, Doors open @ 4:30, Serving begins @ 5:00, Cleanup @ 6:00

It’s not necessary for you to be present the entire time, but if you’d like to come and help
please contact Susann E. Hendrickson 425-330-3702

Update on the collections for the Food Bank.
January: 80.9 pounds

February: 58 Pounds

March: 164.5 pounds

April: 48.9 pounds

May: 68.2 pounds

June: 64.8 pounds

§1’0u}9 and he answers me from his holy hill.
—-Psalm 3:3-4

But you, O Lord, are a shield around me,
grie’f my glory, and the one who lifts up my head.
Q\}B | cry aloud to the Lord,

Your Care Team offers a Bereavement Support group for anyone grieving loss of any kind.

“We come from our grief experience as deeper persons because we have been down in the depths of despair
and know what it’s like. We come out of it stronger for we have had to learn how to use our spiritual muscles
to climb the rugged mountain trails.”

Please contact Linda Leque to schedule a time to talk.
the Leque residence, 718 State Highway 532. Questions?

Call Linda at (907) 500-8706.
All are welcome!




The following tasks were accomplished during the past month:

| think the saying is: “Missed it by that much.” The dishwasher wasn’t installed until well after
your receipt of the last issue.... but it is now working fine.... except, the installation of soap
dispensers won’t occur until July 15,

The electrical wiring for the new dishwasher was inspected and approved.

The bookkeeper’s door lock that was supposedly fixed last month, malfunctioned again and was

replaced.

The fire alarm system began chirping very early on July 7™, Called the 1-800 phone number,
it was caused by a company system malfunction. Chirping persisted for most of the day before
the problem was finally fixed.

The sinks on the main floor of Child Care were emitting a strong order. Flushed them with baking

soda and white vinegar, the order subsided. Will monitor them.

The positions of the soap dispenser and paper towel dispenser in the Pioneer kitchen were

switched to provide easier usage of the paper towel dispenser.

The Fellowship Hall carpet was cleaned, the majority of the large spill spots were removed.

Your friendly Property Management Team




Camano Lutheran Childcare

L AR A

Play, Learn and Grow Together

We hope everyone is having a wonderful summer! It has been filled with laughter, learning, and lots of fun. It's
hard to believe that we are already in our last month of having the school-age children with us full-time before
they head back to school this fall.

The children have been making the most of the beautiful weather by spending plenty of time outdoors. They
have also been enjoying arts and crafts, water days, and other fun summer activities. Our school-age group has
especially been looking forward to their weekly movie day, which has quickly become a favorite!

We have a few staff updates to share. We recently said goodbye to Ms. Yasmin, who has decided to pursue a
new career path. We are thankful for the time she spent with our children and wish her all the best in her new
adventure.

We are excited to welcome Diane! She is joining our team as an Assistant Teacher and will be helping in the
toddler classroom. We are happy to have her as part of our childcare family.

Kris is continuing to recover from surgery, and we wish her a smooth and speedy recovery. In the meantime,
Liberty has been doing a wonderful job filling in as our temporary cook, and we appreciate all of the care she
has put into preparing meals and snacks for the children.

As summer begins to wind down, we are already looking ahead to fall. We are preparing classrooms for the
new school year, welcoming new routines, and getting ready for another wonderful season of learning,
growing, and making memories together.

Ashli French

Childcare Director

(360) 629-2253

childcare@camanolutheranchurch.org



mailto:childcare@camanolutheranchurch.org
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Community
“ Services
NORTHWEST
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Dear Camano Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for your thoughtful donation of $75.00 on 06/16/2026 to support Lutheran Community Services
Northwest's critical mission to bring health, justice and hope to our communities. Hope is the operative word. Your
gift aids us in providing life-affirming services to those in need.

We are passionate about helping our clients find opportunities for growth and improvement. We seek to energize
them with the tools they need to thrive. LCSNW works with individuals, families and communities to face the future
with vision, support and resiliency.

i LUTHERAN
Your generous giving helps us to make this mission a reality. Thank you! e Commun |ty
‘ ' Services
NORTHWEST
With gratitude,
LCS Northwest Advancement Team

Lutheran Community Services Northwest
(206) 901-1685 advancement@Icsnw.org

Dear Camano Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for your thoughtful donation of $75.00 on 07/14/2026 to support Lutheran Community Services
Northwest's critical mission to bring health, justice and hope to our communities. Hope is the operative word. Your
gift aids us in providing life-affirming services to those in need.

We are passionate about helping our clients find opportunities for growth and improvement. We seek to energize
them with the tools they need to thrive. LCSNW works with individuals, families and communities to face the future
with vision, support and resiliency.

Your generous giving helps us to make this mission a reality. Thank you!

With gratitude,

LCS Northwest Advancement Team
Lutheran Community Services Northwest
(206) 901-1685 advancement@icsnw.org

Camano Lutheran Cemetery is managed by
volunteer board members from Camano Lutheran
Church. We have options for in-ground burial or
CANMAND L OTER AN : cremation and niche wall cremation. Anyone can
CEMETERY ==t=__ be buried at Camano Lutheran Cemetery - church
: = membership is not required.

Interested in purchasing a plot or just have
qguestions? Contact Karen Camp at
CamanoCemetery@gmail.com or 360-722-6666.



mailto:CamanoCemetery@gmail.com

(A Global Refuge

Wakcommg Newcomers Sinoe 1939

GrcbalRetuge org
700 1ight Street, Baktimaee, MD 25230 USA
O ZI0 2858 gninpakbainelue ey

May 6, 2026

Scott Brents
Camano Lutheran Church
B850 Heichel Rd
Camano Island, WA 98282-8804
“God is our refuge and strength,
& very present help in trouble.” Psaim 464

Dear Scott,

4 §2500
Thank you for your kind offering of $1,146.00 to Global Refuge. Since 1939, we've built a
legacy of compassion by walking alongside more than 800,000 newcomers as they rebulld
their lives in the United States. Your generosity today continues to restore a sense of home
for families who have been forced to leave theirs.

With more human beings displaced every day by viclence, scarcity, and a changing climate,

our work of welcome is needed more urgently than ever. Once again, thank you

With gratitude,

S

Andrew G Steele
Chief Development and Mobilization Officer

Global Refuge (EIN 13 2574854, formerly Lutheran Immigration und Refugee
Service) is a registered nonprof It organlzation under section S01(c)(3) of the
LS. Internal Revenue Code. No goods or services were provided in exchange
Tor your gil't of SLI46.00, which was recelved on 4232026,

PS: Faith Allance is Gicbal Refuge’s new training curriculum created specificaly for congregations and
to welcoming t! 1ger ot this moment in history! Leam more

refgious Wtes itted q the
onine ot GlobalRefuge,org/FalthAfianca.

Crz) tvu‘;r:fg ﬁ:uer g/?mﬂ.é (Z/p” Ve

June 12, 2026

Camamo Lutheran Church
#50 Hexchel Rond
Cunano Island, WA 98282-8804

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your gift of $100.00 to Luthetin World Relicf given through 1he Northwest
Washington Synod of the ELCA. 1 thought you might appreciate this example of bow your
compassion changes lives:

Markus Ginting = o hardworking famer i Indonesia, His main crop is potatoes, which be used
1o grow the tradgsonsl way using conventional fertilizers and pesticxdes. Before he leamed new
methods, he would Jose up to 40% of his crops 10 diseases every year - making it dafficult 10
afford his children's school fees and other basic needs for his family.

A few vears agn, everything changed when LWR taught him how to make orgunic fertilizers
from plant waste and manure fron his own fam. Today, his crops are healthser and are o
longer dying from diseases at high rates. This means he can sell more potatoes for the same
amount of effart. This sdded income, plus the money he saves by making his own fertilizers, has
wiven his children healthy foed, sccess to education and nuch greater hope for the future.

Thank vou for changing lives with your generusity. 1'm exested 1o see whose life you will change
next.... until your love reaches every neighbar.

Warm Regands,
_— P ?
e Do ol

Ambassador Daniel V. Speckhard
Presdent and CEQ

LTJtherwood

CApY AN R TRRAT G IR

June 17, 2026
Dear Camano Lutheran Church,

Thank you for you;%}julﬁ to Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Centerl Your gift helps
further our mission of sharing God's love by allowing others to Explore GRACE in
Creation.

As the rains of early spring shift to summer sun, we give thanks for all the ways that the
Spiril brings new life at Lutherwood. With our dedicated staff and volunteers, we continue
to build upon 79 years of ministry on Lake Samish. God is calling our camp into its next
chapter, and we're honored you are part of the legacy buikding the fulure.

Your gift doesnt just help keep kights on and bulldings painted—it plants seeds of faith,
friendship, and resilience that wilf grow well into the future, Each story | hear from
campers and staff speaks to the authentic community God fashions here. Which of us
doesn't need real community? Your giving makes it possible,

2026 will bring new joys and challanges. We are hopeful to make major strides with
bathroom upgrades, painting, and replacing outdated gas heat with sustainable slectric
options. We are excited to "Wear Love” in the summer, rekindling relationships with
campers and God through our vanous programs. Your partnership helps ensure that
Lutherwood remains a vital place in Western Washington where people can root
themselves in God's love and grow in faith, season after season.

Thank you for being part of the Lutherwood family. We couldn't do it without you, and
we're grateful to walk this journey together.

$ for—
=S
GenaSS I T

P.S. We'd love for you to hold your camp in prayer this summer, and mark your calendar
now for a luncheon and dock dedication on September 12th al Lutherwood!

Lutherwood Camp & Retreat Center

Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit arganization with EIN #91.
0629888. Donations are tex deductible as allowed by law.




Church picnic coming up

From your Care Team
SAVE THE DATE:
What : Annual CLC church picnic
When: Saturday, August 22, 2026, 2 pm

Where: Leque home, 718 State Highway 532
What to bring: A friend & something to share

Food-Fun-Fellowship!
Pot luck dinner

All are Welcome !!!

We look forward to seeing you

BRING YOUR FAVORITE DISH! |




Birthdays August

' P (@ ] A ‘ a0 6th Linda Rifner 18th Violet Henderson
9th Anson Baker 21st Martha Schelle
-~ < _— 9th Thomas Gresli 23rd Stan Malmin
i - = 14th Carl Gabrielson 26th Carolyn Hovey
l :'* ) | " 1 \ | J ( 1 [ l 16th Evan Vogue 27th Ann Eide
\ 17th Jennifer McFall 27th Jon Hamlin

17th Pat Verheyden

Anniversaries August

3rd Eric & SaralLyn Larsen
19th Chris & Jennifer McFall
~ 25th John & Karen Selle
~ 26th Jim & Barb Joyce
29th Stan & Karen Malmin

* If we missed your birthday or anniversary please call the church office or email us at
office@camanolutheranchurch.org so we can celebrate with you.*

Healing for: C.J., Amy Kuniholm, Bob, Irma Yee, Pat Thorsen, Brandon, Paul & Dorcy Nueman, Annie, Jeff,
Jessica, Rachel, Jack & Kelley, Angela and her FEMA colleagues, Roz Johnston, Caden McQuarrie, Jim & Martha
Schelle, Pam Larsen, Jane Salnick, Dave Weir, Dale Johnson, Bob & Dene Henderson, Laurin Vance, Susie Green

Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:

Damien Weller, Dan Porter, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, John VF Guerrero,
Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn

PLEASE HELP US KEEP THE PRAYER LIST UP TO DATE BY NOTIFYING THE CHURCH
OFFICE OF ANY ERRORS, OMISSIONS, OR CHANGES. THANK YOU.
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