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      Reflections with Pastor Scott 
 
 

“I lift my eyes to the hills-from where will my help come?  My help comes from the 

Lord, who made heaven and earth.”  Psalm 121:1-2 

 

Over the last several months I have been thinking about the new year and what it means to follow Christ amidst a 

world that flashes a multitude of options to follow. In an early December morning devotion, I came across these 

words from Catherine Booth, co-founder of the Salvation Army, “There is no improving the future without 

disturbing the present.” There is much truth in these words and often it is a painful truth. Painful because it 

means change and loss.   

I once heard it said, “It isn’t that people don’t like change, it’s more that they don’t like what they often lose in 

the process.” Again, there is truth in these words, and I see it often in myself and others who are in the second 

half of life. As we grow older, the losses seem to increase and accelerate in how often those losses show up. In an 

ever-changing world where technology continues to grow, that change is happening lightning fast and can make 

us long for stability and calm. That, in turn, can make us nostalgic for the past and so we try and cling to it, acting 

as if it was “all so perfect back then.” The fact is, it wasn’t perfect and when we cling to the past, it can leave us in 

a state of constant complaint of what presently is and keep us from moving forward. However, if we look to the 

past and see the presence of God who is always making all things new in those that have gone before us and cling 

to that, we have courage and strength to face the future in front of us. Not only do we have courage and 

strength, but our deep desire is to live according to God’s will, as we pray each Sunday in The Lord’s Prayer, “Thy 

will be done.”   

So as we move into a new year we look to the presence of God among the people of God since 1890 at Camano 

Lutheran Church and see that just as God was present with those before us, God will certainly be with us in the 

present to help us live out God’s will for our life as a community of faith. “We lift my eyes to the hills-from where 

will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” Psalm 121:1-2 

This is part one of a three-part series. Next month we look at the Gospel calling in the present followed by part 3, 

trusting God with our future. 

 
 

Continuing the Journey of faith with you, 

Pastor Scott 

 

 



 From the Bishop:                                                      January 2026 

Several years ago, when I was a young pastor serving in a congregation, a member 
came to tell me he was leaving the church for another one. When I asked why, he 
said, “I don’t like all the lovey-dovey stuff.” I was caught off guard and didn’t have 
a very good response in the moment. Now I wish I had said something like, “When 
you say ‘lovey, dovey’ are you referring to the Sermon on the Mount when Jesus 
says we are to love even our enemies? Or when Jesus says his new command is 
that we love one another as he has loved us? Or when Jesus, hanging on the cross, 
says, ‘Father, forgive them?’ Or when the risen Jesus shows up on the shore, feeds 
his friends, and asks Peter – three times – ‘Do you love me?’ Or, maybe you mean 
Paul, who says that you can have all kinds of gifts and accomplishments, but with-
out love, you are nothing. Or when Paul writes that out of faith, hope, and love, 
love is the greatest or …”. You get the idea. But I didn’t have those words that day. 
 
Now, several years later, I wish I could answer him again. Because as much as he 

thought he was rejecting something weak, living into God’s expansive love is anything but. It can be beautiful and 
life-giving, yes – but it is also demanding and hard. Especially when that love calls us to care for people we don’t 
particularly like, let alone agree with. 
 
Today, in this fractured time, in this fractured world, how do we live into being ‘lovey-dovey’ in the way God first 
shows us through Jesus? How do we love when we’re afraid? How do we love those who are causing real harm? 
How do we love people with whom we feel uncomfortable or “icky?” How do we love those we would rather 
avoid? How do we love those we despise? 
 
First, we have to be honest with ourselves. As clearly as we may see the sin of others, we also must acknowledge 
our own. We fall short time and time again. We cannot justify ourselves out of sin, nor can we place ourselves 
above anyone else. God is the one who comes in Jesus to bring wholeness, reconciliation, and salvation – not just 
to some, but to the whole world (John 3:16-17). 
 
Second, every person is made in the image of God. Every person is a small miracle. God formed each person with 
care and intention. Every person, all eight billion of us on this planet, are a wonder and a joy to God. God loves 
each person beyond measure. God loves those fleeing countries (like Moses and the holy family). God loves those 
tangled up in messes of their own making (like David). God loves those who are trying their very best (like Mar-
tha). God even loves those who would rather scroll on their phones than engage (well … for a scriptural reference 
perhaps this could be those churches in Revelation who are neither hot nor cold). God loves us all. Thank God! 
 
And because of God’s amazing love, we are called to listen to one another and open our hearts to one another. 
This, of course, also means speaking up when there is injustice or harm – not out of hatred but out of love. Love 
rooted in Christ requires us to name and resist when harmful decisions made by those in power damage lives, 
especially when those decisions fall hardest on people who have been marginalized, silenced or erased. Love 
rooted in Christ pushes us to advocate for policies and practices that move people and systems toward equity 
and inclusion – whether we are talking about immigrants or farmers, children or grandmothers, those with 
homes and those without – neighbors all. 
 
Third, we cannot love as God calls us to love on our own (see #1 above). We need the Holy Spirit and we need 
community. We need one another for accountability, and we need each other to help us journey forward togeth-
er – beyond fear, beyond hatred, beyond the walls that we so easily build. Love cannot remain theoretical and 
abstract. No. Love is gritty and enfleshed. 
 
As we begin 2026, I pray that, through the Holy Spirit, we love God and one another in our words and our actions. 
I pray that we practice loving all – even our enemies. And I pray that in this new year, others will look at us and 
say, “Wow. They are fiercely ‘lovely-dovey.’” 

 

Following the Way of Jesus, may it be so. Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | bishop@lutheransnw.org 

Continued —–> 



From the VEEP: 
 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22: 37-39) 
 
I love you! How often do you hear those words? How often do you say them to others?  
Besides your pets, I mean. Let’s face it, I tell my cat I love her more than I tell the people 
around me. I was thinking about this because back in November, Brian Crane,                    
the cartoonist behind the strip “Pickles” ran a series of strips wherein Opal, Earl’s wife, 
complained because he rarely told her he loved her. Earl is gob smacked. After all, he told 
Opal he loved her at their wedding, when their daughter was born, and probably on their 

50th wedding anniversary - why should she need to hear it more often than that? Surely she knew he loved her 
because of how he treated her. 
 
I think there are a lot of people out there like Earl. They don’t say the words because they assume people will 
know how they feel because of their actions. I am also reminded of the song “Do you Love me?” from Fiddler on 
the Roof. After twenty-five years of marriage, Tevye asks Golde if she loves him. She responds by saying she 
does his laundry, cooks his meals, gave him children, shares his bed and his life. Ah yes, he says, but does she 
love him? She finally responds by asking him if all that isn’t love, what is? The song ends with them each          
declaring their love in words, which, they remind each other, doesn’t change anything, but after twenty-five 
years, it is nice to know. 
 
God calls us to love God, neighbor, and even our enemies. I know that means through loving action and not just 
lip service, but it is also important to say and hear the words. 
God loves you. As we approach epiphany, this is the revelation that the magi receive. God’s love is for everyone, 
not just a select few. It doesn’t matter what we do or say, “nothing can ever separate us from God's love.       
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about                 
tomorrow.” (Romans 8: 31-39) ALL of us are loved by God. As the body of Christ, we are called to reflect that 
love to those around us. 
 
I don’t know what it is that makes so many of us so reticent to say the words. Maybe saying them out loud    
implies a commitment we aren’t sure we are ready to fulfill. Regardless, since we are called to love, maybe we 
should announce that a little more often. So, as we enter this new calendar year and we make our list of        
resolutions, might I suggest we resolve not to be the Earls of the world, refraining from saying those simple 
words. Rather, let us shout to God and to our neighbors: I love you. Te amo. Je t'aime. Ich liebe dich.Ti amo. 
 .愛してます.Jag älskar dig. Ik houd van jouאני אוהב אותך.  .我爱你. ฉนัรกัคุณ. Я тебя люблю. я люблю тебеأحبك. 
Rakastan sinua. Aloha wau iā ʻoe. Ixs̱ixá̱n. (I used Google translate - I hope these are correct). God loves you.       
I love you. You are loved! 

 

Here’s what I or the council have been up to in December: 

● Synod Executive Committee: Met December 11 via Zoom. Among other business we allocated the yearly      
disbursement of funds from the Maritime Ministries and Mission in Washington Endowments. 

● Synod Equity Listening Team: I continue to have 1:1 meetings with leaders throughout the synod. 

● Synod Policy Review Team: We continue to meet to review and revise policies with an eye to relevance       
and equity. 

 

Kay Edgerton 

Vice President of the NW Washington Synod veep@lutheransnw.org 



FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

 

January 11th: Baptism of Our Lord 
   

• Isaiah 42:1-9 
• Psalm 29 

• Acts 10:34-43  
• Matthew 3:13-17 

 
January 25th:  3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

    

• Isaiah 9:1-4 
• Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

•  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
• Matthew 4:12-23 

 

 
January 4th:  2nd Sunday of Christmas  

 

• Jeremiah 31:7-14 
• Psalm 147:12-20 
• Ephesians 1:3-14 

• John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
 

January 18th: 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
   

• Isaiah 49:1-7 
• Psalm 40:1-11 

• 1 Corinthians 1:1-9  
• John 1:29-42 

Sunday Scripture Lessons for 

January 2026 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-3-13/0#


 Julebord 2025 @ Skagit Valley College 

Skagit Valley College’s amazing choir had an great 

Christmas caroling.  

As usual great food and sweets and great company at the 

yearly Julebord at Skagit Valley College!  



 

Christmas Decoration 2025 

Thank you so much to all who helped with the Christmas decorations, we really appreciate your help.   
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BENEVOLENCE  OF  THE  MONTH - January 2026 



  

Potluck November 23rd 2025 

Thank you to Ann Eide, Paul Shoup & 

Charlotte Shoup and everybody else that 

helped to create a wonderful Potluck  

time at Camano Lutheran Church 

Great food and fantastic company 

during 2025 first Potluck event 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2026 Schedule 

Jan. 1 — First Day Hikes; New Year’s Day 

Jan. 19 — Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

March 9 —  Billy Frank Junior’s Birthday 

March 19 — State Parks’ Birthday 

April 22  — Earth Day 

June 6 — Free Fishing Weekend 

June 7 — Free Fishing Weekend 

June 19 — Juneteenth  

Aug. 9 — Smokey Bear’s Birthday 

Sept. 26 —  National Public Lands Day 

Oct. 10 — World Mental Health Day 

Nov. 11 — Veteran’s Day 

State Park Free Days 

Whidbey and Camano Islands are home to some of the most beautiful state parks in Washington, including the 
most visited of all (Deception Pass!). Usually, a Discover Pass is required for entry, but take note of these 12    

special dates where entry and parking for day use is completely free! This year, more than ever, we need  outdoor 
activity and natural beauty, and each island has great choices. If you miss the free days, an annual Discover Pass 
(including fees) is $45 or daily for $11.50. Let’s get outside!  

https://whidbeycamanoislands.com/activities/category/state-parks/


Josephine’s Community Cheer 2025 

   But you, O Lord, are a shield around me, 

 my glory, and the one who lifts up my head. 

               I cry aloud to the Lord, 

     and he answers me from his holy hill. 

                     —-Psalm 3:3-4 
 

Your Care Team offers a Bereavement Support group for anyone grieving loss of any kind. 
 

“We come from our grief experience as deeper persons because we have been down in the depths of despair 
and know what it’s like. We come out of it stronger for we have had to learn how to use our spiritual muscles 
to climb the rugged mountain trails.” 
 

Please contact Linda Leque to schedule a time to talk. 

the Leque residence, 718 State Highway 532. Questions? 

Call Linda at (907) 500-8706.  

All are welcome! 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

Food Bank 2025 

Update on the collections for the Food Bank. 
 
June 30: 117 pounds 
July 27: 104.8 pounds 
August 31: 104 pounds 
September 28: 119.6 pounds 
October 27: 146.2 pounds 
November 26: 130.7 pounds 
So as of today we have donated 722.3 pounds! 

Josephine’s Community Cheer - Unwrapping Joy and Sharing Smiles 

 

Thank you so much for your generosity. It is wonderful to see that so many members reach out to be able to 

give. It is not just socks, hats, gloves, stuffed animals, blankets and cards that has been given.  

You all gave from your heart and had fun during the shopping.  

Josephine Community Care will be lit up like Christmas lights when the residents receive their thoughtful gifts 

from our members in Camano Lutheran Church.  

Josephine Community Care received 40 Christmas gift bags from Camano Lutheran Church this year.  



December 2025 Notes From The Property Maintenance Team 

The following tasks were accomplished during the past month: 

Replaced broken paper towel dispenser over a kitchen sink 

Fire Department responded to inadvertent activation of the Fire Alarm; reset system.  

Replaced broken electrical outlet in Child Care Director’s office.  

Set up large outside Advent Candles by the reader board sign facing SR-532.  

Stilly River Mechanical replaced the remaining older furnace in Pioneer basement that 

finally failed.  

Madd Electric assisted with installing necessary wiring for the keypad entry system to 

Child Care spaces, the Fellowship Hall, and the Small Sanctuary. Final installation and 

inspection of keypads in progress.  

Pioneer Hall kitchen roof began leaking during heavy rains. An “anonymous” Pastor 

placed a waste basket under leak in kitchen, then climbed through attic access hatch in 

bathroom ceiling to place buckets under suspected area of origination. (According to a 

reliable source, “older” property team members “should know better” then climb ladders 

to “fix” things.) Permanent repair options are being considered.   

ANDGAR conducted annual inspection, servicing, and replacing filters on the HVAC units 

for Fellowship Hall and office spaces. 

Adjusted closure setting on entry door arm to Fellowship Hall.  

 

As 2025 comes to an end, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. 

 

Your friendly property Management Team 



 
Childcare Corner January 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a wonderful and restful holiday season. Our childcare program is 
back in full swing, and we are excited for the year ahead. 
 

We will be closed on the following days: 

·         Monday, January 19 in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

·         Friday, January 23 for an onsite, in-person staff training day to support the continued growth and                                                                                 
training of our staff 
 

Exciting Updates 

We are excited that new keypad entry locks have been installed at the childcare building as well as the double 
doors into the church. This enhancement provides an additional layer of security, ensuring that only authorized 
individuals are able to access the facility. 

In addition, our new camera system has arrived and will be installed soon. This upgraded system offers        
higher-quality imaging and expanded features, adding to the safety and monitoring of our program. 
 

Enrollment Opportunities 

We currently have openings for 2-year-olds as well as school-age children. If you know a family in need of 
childcare, we would be happy to connect with them. They may contact us at 360-629-2253 to arrange a tour or 
get more information. 

 

Ashli French 

Childcare Director 

(360) 629-2253 

childcare@camanolutheranchurch.org 

mailto:childcare@camanolutheranchurch.org


 

Camano Lutheran Cemetery is managed by         
volunteer board members from Camano Lutheran 
Church. We have options for in-ground burial or 
cremation and niche wall cremation. Anyone can 
be buried at Camano Lutheran Cemetery - church 
membership is not required.  

Interested in purchasing a plot or just have      
questions?  Contact Karen Camp at                        
CamanoCemetery@gmail.com or 360-722-6666.  

CAMANO LUTHERAN CEMETERY INFORMATION 

District 2 AA W. Wa 

mailto:CamanoCemetery@gmail.com


 

 

Wreath Across America 2025 



 Luncheon 2025 
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Birthdays January 

Healing for: C.J., Pastor Lori Cornell, Don, Amy Kuniholm, Kathy Walker, Bob, Mindy Rigney, Pat Thorsen,      

Posie Siebold, Brandon, Mario, Paul & Dorcy Nueman, Annie, Pam, Neil Weir, Jeff, Jessica, Rachel, Jack & Kelley       

Angela and her FEMA colleagues, Carolyn Griffin, Roz Johnston, Caden McQuarrie Jim & Martha Schelle,        

Irma Yee, the family of Don Leak, the family of Diane Weir, the family of Ed Crow, Jane Salnick,                        

Kayley & Colin McCaffery 

 

Guidance for: Port Towns:  Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce  

 

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:  

Damien Weller, Dan Porter, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, John VF Guerrero, 

Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn 

Please help us keep the prayer list up to date by notifying the church 

Prayers 

* If we missed your birthday or anniversary please call the church office or email us at 

office@camanolutheranchurch.org so we can celebrate with you.* 

2nd Andy Yee 

8th Dene Henderson 

10th Paul Motz 

10th Rick Skiba 

12th Ashley Stokes 

14th Dave Sears 

15th Mia Kanehan  

19th Angel Honold 

22nd Eric Larsen 

25th Deb Whitford 

26th Steve Hanna 

27th Donna Crow 

28th Jeni Bottin 

29th Tyler Vogue 

31st Arlyn Harang 

 



January 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

  

 

1 

Office Closed 
8am TOPS 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
6pm Lit Lab 

2 

6:30pm AA 

3 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

4 

10am In Person 
Worship Service  

10am Kid’s 
Church 

6pm Al-Anon 

5 
9am Quilters 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
Pastor Scott out of 
office 

6 

5pm Girl Scouts 

Pastor Scott out 
of office 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

Pastor Scott out 
of office 

 

8 

8am TOPS 
12:30pm Wom-
en's Bible Study 
Pastor Scott out 
of office 

9 

6:30pm AA 

 

10 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

11 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 
10am Kid’s 
Church 

6pm Al-Anon 

12 
9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
3pm Care Team 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
6:30pm Girl Scouts 
(Leader Meeting) 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/
Luther 

13 

4 pm Steward-
ship & Finance 
5pm Girl Scouts 
 

14 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
10am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 
 
 

15 

8am TOPS 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
7pm Council 
Meeting 
Dove Articles 
Due 
 

16 

6pm Boy Scouts 
Overnight 

6:30pm AA 

17 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

18 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

6pm Al-Anon 

19 

Office Closed - 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day 
9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children's 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 

20 

5pm Girl Scouts 

21 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 

10am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 

22 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 

10am Dove 
Flight Crew 

23 

Childcare Closed -  
Staff training day 

6:30pm AA 

24 

8am AA 

9:45am AA Busi-
ness Meeting 

10:30am Al-Anon 

25 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 
FOOD BANK 
11am Monthly 
Coffee Hour   
Celebration 
5pm Al-Anon 
(Business 
Meeting) 
6pm Al-Anon 

26 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children's 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/ 
Luther 
 
 

27 

5pm Girl Scouts 

28 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
10am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 
6:30pm Boy 
Scouts (Leader 
Meeting) 

29 

8am TOPS 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
 

30 

6:30pm AA 

31 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 
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