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      Reflections with Pastor Scott 
 

 

For those of us who live on Camano Island, we can always tell when 
summer is here and people are heading out for time away for 
refreshment in their lives. The roads fill up and visitors refuse to drive 
the speed limit, instead choosing to crawl along at a glacial pace 
looking left and right at the beauty of our island. (Can you tell I am not a fan of folks going 
25mph in a 45mph zone? lol     But, it’s summer and a time for relaxation, so I get it.      
Summer is vacation time for many. Time away, time to explore and time to recharge one’s 
batteries.   

I was thinking about the theme of “Sabbatical Connection” as I was out on a walk at the state 
park, seeing campsites filled with people enjoying all the above and more. Refreshment is a 
theme that keeps popping into my head as I look toward the sabbatical. Our theme, “Sabbath 
connection” naturally ties into rest, renewal, and being restored rather than just stopping 
activity. Scripture uses a few overlapping images: Sabbath rest, “times of refreshing,” waters 
for the weary, and God renewing strength. 

Here are passages that fit especially well with a “season of refreshment” framing: 

In the Torah, Sabbath is not just cessation but sanctified rest. Exodus 31:17 describes it in 
striking terms: 

“On the seventh day he rested and was refreshed.” 
That word “refreshed” is one of the clearest biblical links between Sabbath and renewal, not 
merely inactivity. 

A broader Sabbath rhythm is grounded in Genesis 2:2–3, where God blesses rest itself—
suggesting rest is something fruitful, not empty. 

The prophets often reframe rest as restoration of the soul and land. Isaiah 58:11 is especially 
aligned with a sabbatical season: 

“The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will 
strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters 
never fail.” 
That image of a “well-watered garden” is almost a definition of spiritual refreshment. 

Continued —–> 
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Closely related is Isaiah 40:31: 

“Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar 
on wings like eagles…” 
This is less about stopping and more about exchanged strength—your 
depletion for God’s renewal. 

The New Testament develops the idea of inner rest in Christ.  
Matthew 11:28–29 is central: 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
This is Sabbath language expanded into relationship—rest as received, not achieved. 

Another strong “refreshment” text is Acts 3:19: 

“…that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.” 
That phrase “times of refreshing” is one of the clearest biblical expressions of a spiritual 
season like what you’re describing. 

For ongoing renewal rather than a one-time pause, 2 Corinthians 4:16 adds: 

“Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.” 

And Psalm language often captures the felt experience of sabbatical rest beautifully.        
Psalm 23:2–3 says: 

“He leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul.” 

Put that into a nice summary and you have a biblical design for refreshment. 

+Sabbath as built-in rest (Exodus 31, Genesis 2) 
+Rest as soul restoration (Psalm 23, Isaiah 58) 
+Strength as renewed capacity (Isaiah 40, 2 Corinthians 4) 
+Christ as embodied rest (Matthew 11) 
+Seasons as refreshing from God (Acts 3) 
 
 
Continuing the journey of faith together with you, 
Pastor Scott 
 



Continued —–> 

 From the Bishop:                                                      July 2026 

On July 18, 1976 Pastor Nancy Winder was ordained into Word and Sacrament ministry. She 

was the first woman ordained in what was then the North Pacific District and the fourteenth 

woman ordained in the American Lutheran Church.   

But Nancy and those thirteen women were not the first. We remember all the women who 

came before them. In scripture we remember Mary, the mother of Jesus, Elizabeth, Mary and 

Martha, Mary Magdalene, Phoebe, Priscilla, Junea, Lydia, and all the unnamed women          

including the Samaritan woman at the well who ran to proclaim what she had seen and heard, 

becoming the first to declare Jesus as Lord.   

Along with these women in scripture, we also remember the countless women in these last 

2000 years – Hildegard, Katie Luther, Argula von Grumbach, Maria Stewart, Phoebe Palmer, 

Catherine Booth, Margaret Wold, and so many others who were called by the Holy Spirit to preach, teach, proclaim, lead, and 

serve. We give thanks for the myriad of gifts that God has poured out through women for the sake of the church and the life of the 

world.   

I am so thankful for the many women in our lives who passed on their faith to us. The women who taught Sunday School, prepared 

the altar, made meals, visited those who were sick, and marched against injustice. The women theologians, mystics, and writers. 

The women who, in countless ways, proclaimed through word and deed the good news of Jesus.   

Thank you to our sisters in Christ. Thank you for the ways you have lived out your faith in every vocation. Thank you to the women 

who have gone before us, to the women serving today, and to the women who continue to say yes to God’s call – including those 

called into ordained ministry.  

I wonder, do you remember the first time you heard a woman preach? The first time you heard an alto or soprano voice chanting 

the liturgy or saying the words of institution? I remember. I was twenty years old. Seeing and hearing someone who looked like me, 

who had a body like mine, made the gospel come alive in a way I hadn’t experienced before. Truly, it changed my life.  

This is why I grieve what is happening to some of our sisters in other denominations. In recent weeks, the Southern Baptist         

Convention voted at its annual assembly to further restrict women from teaching, preaching, and pastoral leadership. This means 

women ordained ten or twenty or fifty years ago may now find their callings denied by the very churches they have faithfully 

served. So many women – chosen, loved, called, sent –women with fire in their bellies to preach the gospel may no longer do so. 

Not by God, but by their denomination. Their silencing is not only a tragedy for them; it is a tragedy for the whole Church.  

So today there is an urgency to remember, celebrate, and publicly proclaim, that women are called by God. Just as the Spirit came 

to Mary, who sang of the mighty brought down from their thrones, just as the Spirit sent Mary Magdalene to proclaim resurrection 

to the apostles, just as Lydia helped birth a community of believers, the Spirit has called and continues to call women in every age.  

So, in joy, thankfulness, and celebration, let us give thanks for the women of the past, present, and future who continue to         

proclaim, teach, lead, and serve. For, as we read in Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, “Since it is by God’s mercy that we are 

engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart … For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord.”    

 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | bishop@lutheransnw.org  



FINAL Word                                                               

from VEEP Kay:  

The Lord God has given me  
the tongue of a teacher,   
that I may know how to sustain  
the weary with a word. (Isaiah 50:4)   
 
I am a word person. I have always had an appreciation for the power of prose, the beauty of    
poetry, and the wisdom of the Word. Both of my degrees are in English and I spent thirty-seven 

years as a Language Arts teacher. God gave me the tongue of a teacher so I could sustain the weary with a word. So, 
early in my first term as synod vice president, when I was asked if I wanted to write a monthly article for “The Spirit,” I 
happily agreed.   

At first, my hope was to use the space to share more information about the role of the synod council. I knew from  
personal experience that the average “person in the pew” didn’t really know much about the other two expressions of 
the church. Therefore, the first few submissions were heavy in language from our governing documents about the  
responsibilities of the vice president and the rest of the council. I shared about our meetings and what I and the other 
council members had been up to in the month. These were informational, but not exactly “sustaining the weary” 
words.  

As time went on, circumstances changed. We entered into an unprecedented global pandemic that upended so much 
of what we believed about what community and church were. We learned new ways of being neighbors at               
appropriately social distance and new ways of doing and being church. As synod leadership scrambled to support and 
assist our congregations, it became apparent that weariness was a definite challenge. My articles began to focus on 
scripture and a layperson’s understanding of what God was doing in the world. Every day when I took my “I just need 
to get out of this darn house” walk, I prayed for the words to sustain the weary. I hope those articles were uplifting 
and strengthening in very troubling times.  

Eventually, we emerged from the pandemic shutdown, but I continued to use the space to reflect on scripture. I’m not 
a deacon nor a pastor. I’m not a trained theologian. My ponderings are those of a layperson. I hoped that the things I 
was curious about or the little epiphanies I had would also resonate with others. Interestingly, although the bishop 
and I never discussed what we would be writing about, our articles almost always seemed like we’d coordinated them. 
It seems that “The Spirit” is truly Spirit-inspired.  

In this final article, I want to share what an honor it has been to serve as your synod vice president over the past eight 
years. As tough as leading during the pandemic and the current political turmoil has been, I have had the opportunity 
to meet and work with so many wonderful people, not only throughout the synod, but the entire ELCA. I have had the 
joy of representing the synod at call meetings and of attending ordinations and installations of rostered ministers. I 
have been an active participant and leader in the Association of Synod Vice Presidents and I have represented the  
synod at three Churchwide Assemblies. Mostly, though, I have worked with the bishop, our amazing synod staff, and 
all the faithful and wise members of synod council to act on behalf of all the individuals, congregations, worshipping 
communities, and outreach ministries striving to be God’s presence here in the NWWA Synod.   

Thank you to all who have supported me these past eight years. I commend to you our new Vice President, Cindy 
Shultz, whose term begins August 1. I know she will be a great partner in this work. It has been my honor and privilege 
to serve as vice president.   

 

Blessings and peace to you all!  

Kay Edgerton, Vice President of the NW Washington Synod  |  veep@lutheransnw.org  

MANY THANKS to Kay for sharing her  

insights and stories these last 8 years – she  

& her words have been a wonderful gift!   



FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

 

July 12th: 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
   

• Isaiah 55:10-13 
• Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 

• Romans 8:1-11 
• Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 
July 26th: 9th Sunday after Pentecost 

    

• 1 Kings 3:5-12 
• Psalm 119:129-136 

•  Romans 8:26-39 
• Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

 
July 5th: 6th Sunday after Pentecost  

 

• Zechariah 9:9-12 
• Psalm 145:8-14 

• Romans 7:15-25a 
• Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 

July 19th: 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
   

• Isaiah 44:6-8 
• Psalm 86:11-17 
• Romans 8:12-25 

• Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Sunday Scripture Lessons for 

July 2026 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-3-13/0#


 Children’s Celebration Sunday & Potluck June 14th  

Ann Eide and Linda Leque with the children from Kid’s 

Church, when the children are receiving their own bible.  

Pastor Scott and Teresa Luce are talking to 

the children by the baptismal font.  

Another wonderful potluck lunch after worship put together 

by the Care Team & Fellowship Team.  
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BENEVOLENCE  OF  THE  MONTH  
 

July 2026 
 

 

 

How can they call on Him to save them unless they believe in Him? And how can they believe in Him if they have 
never heard about him? And how can they hear   about Him unless someone tells them? Romans 10:14 NLT 

 

  Using Airplanes… to bring the Love of Christ to the ends of the earth. 

Training… Mission Aviation Training Academy 

Mission Aviation Training Academy (MATA) in Arlington, WA. For 20 years MATA has trained and equipped 
evangelical Christian pilots for mission aviation ministry, including meeting qualifications for major mission 
organizations and training directly for service with smaller aviation ministries. There is a serious shortage of 
pilots serving in remote locations around the world, where aviation is the most practical means of 
transportation for church planters, Bible translators, health care workers and patients, and disaster relief 
efforts. MATA trains pilots to help meet the shortfall of missionary pilots in order to spread the Gospel farther 
and faster. It takes approximately 10 years to adequately train a pilot for aviation ministry. 

 

Camano Lutheran Church supports David Perkins in aviation training at MATA. David is an Information 
Technology computer specialist that assists our church with computer needs as well. David and his wife have a 
heart for the isolated communities in Alaska. They serve as support missionaries to a Christian Radio station in 
Naknek, Alaska. David routinely travels to the remote bush to assist in technical computer management at the 
radio station and remote radio repeaters. He is asked to fly into villages and work on equipment as well as fly 
supplies, people and or pastors to church services or Christian camps. David also travels with his wife Laura to 
help with summer activities like children vacation bible school in isolated villages.   

 

David is currently working on an advanced commercial aviation rating which will allow him more flexibility to 
assist the mission team in Alaska. Thank you for your support and prayers as he and his wife share the Love of 
Christ to those isolated and hurting beyond the roads in bush Alaska. Aviation is the only way to reach most of 
the state of Alaska. Naknek is located at the start of the Aleutian chain of islands on Bristol Bay.   

 

David Perkins will be our special guest speaker at Camano Lutheran Church August 16th! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

BLOOM FEST 2026 - LAVENDER FESTIVAL JULY 18th & 19th 

Come celebrate lavender and all things beautiful with us July 18th & 19th                                                                   
10am - 6pm at Our Legacy Fields Lavender Farm in Stanwood, WA. 

 
BLOOM FEST marks the peak of our lavender season, when all 14 cultivars are in vibrant bloom - pinks, whites, 
purples, and blues painting the fields. To celebrate, we’re inviting some of our favorite creative vendors to join us 
with their beautifully hand-crafted goods, nestled right among the flowers. 
 
This year’s festival will feature: 

• U-Pick Lavender Gardens  

• Live folk music throughout the day - both days!  

• Local food trucks and lavender beverages 

• Lavender Ice Cream and Lemonade 

• Artisan vendor market in the fields 

• Family-friendly games, raffles, and coloring  

• Guided tours and lavender demos  

• Scavenger hunts and picnicking spots  

• Plenty of space to relax and soak up the sunshine  
 
Mark your calendars, gather your favorite people, and join us for a weekend filled with sunshine, community, and 
the unmistakable beauty of peak lavender bloom. With happy folks, friendly honey bees, and the sweetest air 
you’ll breathe all summer - this is the weekend to make memories. 
 

This is a free community event sponsored by Our Legacy Community Foundation,                                                 

the farm’s non-profit organization. We can’t wait to celebrate the lavender bloom with you! 

27031 36th Avenue Northwest, Stanwood, Washington 98292 



The Gathering Place 

   But you, O Lord, are a shield around me, 

 my glory, and the one who lifts up my head. 

               I cry aloud to the Lord, 

     and he answers me from his holy hill. 

                     —-Psalm 3:3-4 
 

Your Care Team offers a Bereavement Support group for anyone grieving loss of any kind. 
 

“We come from our grief experience as deeper persons because we have been down in the depths of despair 
and know what it’s like. We come out of it stronger for we have had to learn how to use our spiritual muscles 
to climb the rugged mountain trails.” 
 

Please contact Linda Leque to schedule a time to talk. 

the Leque residence, 718 State Highway 532. Questions? 

Call Linda at (907) 500-8706.  

All are welcome! 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

Stanwood Camano Food Bank  

Update on the collections for the Food Bank. 
January: 80.9 pounds 
February: 58 pounds 
March: 164.5 pounds 
April: 48.9 pounds 
May: 68.2 pounds 

Save the Dates — Mark Your Calendar — Plan Ahead 

Below are the 2026 dates for Camano Lutheran Church to prepare, cook and serve a meal at  

The Gathering Place ** Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Stanwood. 

 

Thursday, August 13   *   Thursday, December 3 

Meal prep begins @ 3:30, Doors open @ 4:30, Serving begins @ 5:00, Cleanup @ 6:00 

 

It’s not necessary for you to be present the entire time, but if you’d like to come and help 

 please contact Susann E. Hendrickson 425-330-3702  



June 2026 Notes From The Property Maintenance Team 

 

The following tasks were accomplished during the past month: 

Assisted Madd’s Electric in laying the conduit and electrical wiring for the installation of the 

kitchen dishwasher.  

Supposedly the new dishwasher has finally been delivered to Dick’s Restaurant Supplies, and it 

will be installed by the time this Dove is published. (We hope. If not, we won’t be answering our 

phones.) 

Replaced fluorescent tube in entry to Fellowship Hall 

Kitchen stove (flat top) would not work, electrician identified and replaced failed circuit breakers.   

Pye Barker conducted the semi-annual inspection of the Commercial Hood Suppression System.  

All is well. 

Reconnected toilet stopper chain in Men’s bathroom 

As always, we are seeking volunteers to assist with maintaining church buildings and grounds.    

It is a very rewarding activity.      

 

Your friendly Property Management Team  

 



Water Confidence Report for 2025-2026 



 
Childcare Corner July 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been having a wonderful time this summer with the children! Our teachers have done an 
amazing job planning engaging activities to keep everyone busy, learning, and having fun throughout 
the day. 

 
The children have been enjoying a variety of games, arts and crafts, and spending lots of time          
outdoors, including picking fresh blackberries around the property. 

 
We are also beginning our weekly Water Days! Once a week, children will have the opportunity to cool 
off and enjoy water play with sprinklers, a water table filled with toys, and plenty of bubbles. 

 
With our school-age summer program now underway, we are currently caring for a total of 34         
children. We are grateful for the opportunity to spend the summer with such a wonderful group of 
children and families. 

 
We will be closed Friday, July 3rd in observance of Independence Day. 

 
We hope everyone is having a safe and enjoyable summer! 

 
Ashli French 

Childcare Director 

(360) 629-2253 

childcare@camanolutheranchurch.org 

mailto:childcare@camanolutheranchurch.org


 

Join us at the farm stand for our pop-up market on Saturday, April 4th, May 9th, June 20th, July 11th, 

August 22nd, September 5th and November 28th from 10am-4pm.  

Shop for hand crafted items from local vendors, experience the joy of supporting our community of   

makers, and take home something truly unique.  

Check out vendor booths and the many treats in the farm stand!  



 

Camano Lutheran Cemetery is managed by         
volunteer board members from Camano Lutheran 
Church.  We have options for in-ground burial or 
cremation and niche wall cremation. Anyone can 
be buried at Camano Lutheran Cemetery - church 
membership is not required.  

Interested in purchasing a plot or just have      
questions?  Contact Karen Camp at                        
CamanoCemetery@gmail.com or 360-722-6666.  

CAMANO LUTHERAN CEMETERY INFORMATION 

mailto:CamanoCemetery@gmail.com
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Birthdays July 

Healing for: C.J., Amy Kuniholm, Kathy Walker, Bob, Irma Yee, Pat Thorsen, Brandon, Annie, Jeff, Jessica, Rachel, 

Jack & Kelley, Angela and her FEMA colleagues, Roz Johnston, Caden McQuarrie, Jim & Martha Schelle, Jane 

Salnick, Bob & Dene Henderson, Pam Larsen, Dave Weir, Dale Johnson, Susie Green, Steve Hanna, Laurin Vance 

 

Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce  

 

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:  

Damien Weller, Dan Porter, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, John VF Guerrero, 

Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn 

Please help us keep the prayer list up to date by notifying the church 

office of any errors, omissions, or changes.  Thank you. 

Prayers 

* If we missed your birthday or anniversary please call the church office or email us at 

office@camanolutheranchurch.org so we can celebrate with you.* 

1st Thea Hanna 

3rd Dave Weir 

6th Tyler Camp 

9th Valerie Rifner 

9th Chase Osburn 

9th Ruth Gabrielson 

21st Mike Swain 

24th Brandon Schlagel 

27th Lisa Teichgrab 

30th Avery Yee 

31st Cookie Frey 

 

Anniversaries July 
5th John & Linda Leque 

7th Pastor Scott & Lisa Brents 

12th Martin & Elizabeth Paul 

23rd Carl & Ruth Gabrielson 

25th Rick Skiba & Lori Osburn 

27th Paul & Olga Motz 



July 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

9am Facebook  

Pastor Scott out 
of office 

2 

8am TOPS 
Pastor Scott out 
of office 

6pm Lit Lab 

3 

Office Closed - 
Independence 
Day 

6:30pm AA 

4 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

5 

10am In Person 
Worship Service  

Pastor Scott out 
of office 

6pm Al-Anon 

6 
Pastor Scott out of 
office 
9am Quilters 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 

7 

5pm Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm Book 
Group - Carl 
 

 

 

 

 

8 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 

10am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 

 

 

9 

8am TOPS 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
12:30pm Wom-
en's Bible Study 

10 

6:30pm AA 

 

11 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

12 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 
11am Potluck 
Lunch 

5pm Al-Anon 
(Business 
Meeting) 
6pm Al-Anon 

13 
9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
3pm Care Team 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
6:30pm Girl Scouts 
(Leader Meeting) 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/
Luther 

14 

4pm Stewardship 
& Finance 
5pm Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm Book 
Group - Carl 
 
 

15 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
10am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 
 
Dove Articles 
Due 

16 

8am TOPS 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
7pm Council 
Meeting 
 

17 

6:30pm AA 

18 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

Funeral Fellowship 
Hall  

19 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 
6pm Al-Anon 

20 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children's 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 

21 

5pm Girl Scouts 

6:30 pm Book 
Group - Carl 

22 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
10am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 
6:30pm Boy 
Scouts (Leader 
Meeting) 

23 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 

10am Dove 
Flight Crew 

24 

6:30pm AA 

25 

8am AA 

9:45am AA Busi-
ness Meeting 

10:30am Al-Anon 

26 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 
FOOD BANK 
11am Monthly 
Coffee Hour  
Celebration 
6pm Al-Anon 

27 
9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/
Luther 

28 

5pm Girl Scouts 

6:30 pm Book 
Group - Carl 

29 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 

10am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 

30 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 

31 

6:30pm AA 
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