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      Reflections with Pastor Scott 
 

     Gratitude 
 

 

As November is upon us, we will celebrate All Saints Sunday on November 5th in 
which we will remember the saints that have gone before us.  These are people 
that have helped keep the larger church and Camano Lutheran Church a place where the gift of God’s grace 
through Christ is made known in many and various ways.  It is also a day we give thanks for the Saints in our 
lives, who have been a blessing and helped us grow in faith.  November is also a time when over the 
Thanksgiving weekend we often pause and give thanks for several realities in our life.   
 

The first area of focus in our Aging Mastery Class 15 of us from CLC are taking at the Camano Center is 
Gratitude.  In our core curriculum book from the National Council on aging we read,  
 

“Why is gratitude so important?  The question has so many answers.  Gratitude grounds us in life and nudges 
us to be always mindful of our place in the world.  Moreover, recent studies have shown that gratitude has a 
uniquely powerful relationship with health and well-being, both ours and that of those around us.  When 
people have higher levels of gratitude, they tend to be more socially connected, be better able to handle 
stress, have lower levels of depression, have better sleep quality, and have stronger biomarkers such as higher 
rates of good cholesterol.  
 

Appreciating the world around us from the moment we wake up to the moment we go to sleep is a skill to be 
learned and incorporated into daily living. By practicing gratitude, over time, we can learn to notice and 
appreciate not only the things that are going well in our lives, but also develop better attitudes about the 
‘negative’ things, potentially changing those negatives to positives.” 
 

Changing those “negative things to positive.”  There are so many large and small negative things happening in 
our world today that it can overwhelm us with the thought that there is nothing good and nothing worth 
giving thanks for. Nothing could be further from the truth. I think major strength of Jesus was his trust in God 
that amidst all the struggles he faced, God would be present and when God is present there is always the 
possibility for life and blessing to spring forth. 
 

We live as God's people trusting that God is present in every moment of every day.  If we pause and truly 
look at our life on a daily basis we will realize that throughout one single day the majority of our interactions 
with people and time spent have a positive nature to them to which we can be thankful. When we limit our 
scope of life to what we hear on the news or on social media that is built to show us the extremes that grab 
our attention, one can be left feeling helpless and without hope. In Christ Jesus there is always hope and 
there is always the possibility for new life. When we pause each day to truly think about the things we have in 
our life and we are thankful for them, our entire attitude can shift and change in a direction that the quote 
above reminds us will have a positive effect on us and those around us. 
 

So, take a few minutes each day throughout the month of November and write down three things you are 
thankful for.  Then see if by the end of the month you notice a difference in your attitude and ability to see 
the many ways God is present bringing life into our world. 

 Continuing the journey with you, 

Pastor Scott   
 
 



feeling adrift. And it can lead to fractures in our church 
community and our faith life. 

   However, the circumstance comes about – because of 
one’s own actions or because of something that descends 
upon us – lostness occurs. And even when we know God’s 
love and grace and comfort, even when we know that 
community is important, even when we are already part of 
God’s community and church, we can still feel unmoored, 
lose our sense of belonging, our capacity to trust. We can 
get so lost that we don’t know who we are or whose we 
are or where we belong anymore. 

   I don’t know where you are at as you read this article 
today. Perhaps you are feeling snug with the other ninety-
nine in the sheepfold of God. Perhaps you are a coin cozy 
with the other nine coins. But perhaps you are not. 
Perhaps you, too, are wondering and wandering. Perhaps 
you, too, are feeling disconnected from friends or family or 
your church community. Perhaps you, too, are wandering 
in Concourse C wondering how in the world you get to 
Concourse A. Perhaps you, too, are a sheep bleating for 
help or a coin under the couch cushions. 

   If this is you, the good news is that God is a searcher and 
a finder. The amazing news is that God is the shepherd 
hiking into the wilderness looking for you. The astounding 
news is that God is the housewife lighting her lamp and 
sweeping every corner in the house to find you. You are 
worth looking for. You are loved and desired. And when 
God finds you, there is rejoicing and laughter and a party! 
As Dan Erlander writes, “Love is God’s action to bring us 
into abundant life – reconciled to God, to each other, and 
all creation!” 

   In the 2023-24 course offerings of the synod’s LiVE 
Project there are many ways to be community together 
and the body of Christ together. There are ways to 
encourage and uplift one another. There are retreats, 
ongoing classes, and a year-long “Abide in the Word” Bible 
Study. (Learn more at https://www.lutheransnw.org/
ministries/the-live-project) If you are feeling unmoored, 
lost, alone, adrift, I encourage you to first join in your 
community at your church and second, to join in the 
offerings in the wider synod. We are church together. We 
are journeying together. We get lost, and we get found, 
together.  
 

Together we sing, “We once were lost but now we’re 
found.”  

+Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  
  bishop@lutheransnw.org                                             

From the Bishop: 

   In the song Amazing Grace we 
sing, “I once was lost but now I’m 
found.” 

   Because my job sometimes 
involves travel, there are times 
when I am wandering unfamiliar 
airports – trying to find my flight, 

trying to find edible food, trying to find a place to 
charge my phone, trying to find a place where there 
isn’t a cacophony of sound and crowds of people. And 
sometimes at airports I also experience a feeling like a 
disconnection from my “self.” Sometimes I am 
wandering the airport trying to find my “self.” 
Strangely, there are moments at airports where I get 
this feeling as though I am unmoored from what 
connects me to other people. Honestly, I don’t know if 
this is something only I experience or if others feel the 
same way. 

   There have been a slew of recent articles and social 
media posts written about how churches are dying and 
pastors are leaving and people are upset and no one 
goes to church anymore and so on. These posts are 
hard to read, and I wonder - is this a sign that we are 
feeling unmoored? That we are searching for 
something? Or maybe it is simply being lost. 

   In the gospel of Luke, Jesus tells two parables – one 
about a lost sheep and one about a lost coin (Luke 
15:1-10). You probably remember these parables – the 
shepherd leaves the ninety-nine in search of the one. 
The woman turns over her entire house for the one 
coin that is missing from her purse. I think that 
traditionally we hear these parables as Jesus searching 
for the one who needs to hear the good news of Jesus 
for the very first time. But I think that is a misreading. 
The lost lamb was a part of the shepherd’s flock. The 
lost coin was in the woman’s purse. This story is for 
insiders. For those who know and yet have gotten lost 

   This lostness might be of one’s own volition. The 
sheep wanders from the prescribed pasture. But it can 
also be something that just happens. A coin cannot, on 
its own, get lost. We have all experienced the 
disruption of the pandemic, the cracks in our 
government, the warming of our climate causing 
suffering and death, and so much more. We notice 
changes in our churches and in our families and in our 
communities. Many of us have experienced personal 
troubles and tragedies. These all can lead to a sense of 

The Bishop’s Article from the November 2023 Edition of The Spirit 



Nov 12th:  24th Sunday after Pentecost 
   

• Amos 5:18-24 
• Psalm 70 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
• Matthew 25:1-13 

 
Nov 26th:  Christ The King 

    

• Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
• Psalm 95:1-7a 

• Ephesians 1:15-23 
• Matthew 25:31-46 

 

 
Nov 5th:  All Saints Sunday 

 

• Micah 3:5-12  
• Psalm 43  

• 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13  
Matthew 23:1-12  

 

Nov 19th:  25th Sunday after Pentecost 
   

• Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
• Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12  
• 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  

• Matthew 25:14-30  

Sunday Scripture Lessons for 

November 2023 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-3-13/0#


STEWARDSHIP TEAM MESSAGE 



 

Sharing Christ’s Love, Growing in Faith, Serving Neighbor Near and Far  7 

 

 

 

BENEVOLENCE  OF  THE  MONTH  
 

November 2023 
 

Stanwood Camano Food Bank  

 

The Stanwood Camano Food Bank is more than a food bank.  It not only helps alleviate hunger but also 
helps meet the basic needs of individuals and families in our community. 
 

HOW YOUR GIVING HAS HELPED  

1,868 COATS 

Distributed 1,868 coats to needy children from October 2022 to January 2023 through the 
Warm Coats for Kids program. 

100,000 MEALS 

From July 2022 to January 2023, distributed 100,000 meals to needy children through H.O.P.E. 
Meals for Kids. 

1,633 GIFTS FOR CHILDREN 

Through the Christmas House program, gave 1,633 presents to children during the holiday 
season in 2022. 

A LITTLE GOES A LONG WAY 

ONLY $6 TO GIVE HOPE  

$6.00 feeds a family of four (4) a complete dinner 

HELP FOR STUDENTS 

1,400 children in the Stanwood Camano School District are on a free or reduced lunch program. 

CARE FOR COMMUNITY  

          82,000 individuals are struggling with food insecurity in Snohomish and Island Counties 
 

THREE SIMPLE WAYS TO HELP  

DONATIONS 

You can donate non-perishable items anytime by placing items into the blue wooden bin outside the 
Food Bank entrance. For perishable goods, please drop off during open hours. You can also sign up for 

their “A Simple Gesture” (ASG) program  

VOLUNTEERING 

One of the easy ways to help alleviate hunger in our community is by volunteering. You can help within 
the Food Bank, the Thrift Store, and the Youth Programs. Your time and support make a difference and 

help shape our community into a kinder and better place for individuals and families in need. 

EVENTS 

Stanwood Camano Foodbank Services put together events for the purpose of raising food, funds, or 
both. They hold these events throughout the year. With your active participation, they are able to lend 

a hand to those who need it most. 



SEPTEMBER 2023 PROPERTY TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

1. Unfortunately, the heat pump problem is still ongoing. The malfunctioning valve was replaced, Unit 
#1 works properly for air conditioning, but still no heat. Troubleshooting by Andgar technicians and en-
gineers will continue. Unit #2 is working properly and provides adequate heating for the fall season.  

 

2. Conducted a walk-around visual inspection of Pioneer Hall, in particular the deteriorating outside 
paint. Contacted several painters but only two submitted serious bids, which were presented to the 
Board. One was accepted but work cannot begin until spring, after the rainy season.  

 

3. Replaced/added screws securing storm windows protecting stained glass windows on southside of 
Small Sanctuary.   

 

4. The Pioneer Hall bathroom window was left unlocked and open on several occasions. The lock has 
been taped, and a note posted to leave the window shut.  

 

5. Unplugged a slow draining toilet in Child-Care bathroom. Cleaned inside of toilet tanks. 

 

6. Burnt "electrical smell" reported in Pre-School classroom. Smell had dissipated by the time room 
was inspected but malfunctioning sump pump was suspected. Sump pump vent was found plugged. It 
was cleaned, drain lines were checked, pump now works properly, drains work properly, no more 
smells.  

 

7. Descaled large kitchen dishwater. 

 

8. All fire extinguishers received annual inspection by Pye-Barker, several were replaced. Smoke alarms 
were checked. 

 

9. Hot water heaters in large sanctuary, Pioneer Hall, and Child-Care received their two-year inspection 
by Travelers.  

 

10. Well water was tested by King Water and Island County. 

 

11. Growing green grass was finally detected in the fields, regular "scheduled" mowing has begun 
again. Mowing and other yardwork around the buildings continues.  

 

After a quiet summer it is nice to see the smiling little faces and hear the voices of the young ones that 
have returned to our spaces.  

 

Take care, stay healthy, stay safe. 
 

Jim 



CHILDCARE CORNER OCTOBER 2023 

Greetings from CLC! 
 

     October has already been a busy month. We have said our goodbyes to the children leaving 

us for the Transitional Kindergarten program, we have gained a couple of new children, teach-

ers are planning a pajama party for the 31st, and kids are busy making “Halloween” arts and 

crafts. 
 

     Those children who moved on to the TK program were each given a special book titled, 

“The Day the Crayons Quit” with a special message written inside from each of our teachers. 

We will miss them but are excited for them. 
 

     We are planning a pajama party for the children on October 31st. Our very own “Tattoo 

Artist” (not real tattoos, but the children love them) will help each child get “tatted” up! They 

will play games and enjoy each other’s company. 
 

     You are welcome to visit the childcare building after church to see the artwork our kids 

have been making. They are super cute and showcased on the walls. 
 

     A huge thank you to the Maintenance Team for always taking care of us! You are awesome! 
 
Blessings, 

Deanna Glenn 



AN INVITATION FROM THE CARE TEAM 

The Care Team invites you to celebrate the Birthdays and Anniversaries of our folks here at Ca-

mano Lutheran. 

The last Sunday of each month we will be having a cake with the names or persons who are to 

be celebrated.  We invite you to join us after worship in the Fellowship Hall to remember these 

people who are important to us. 

If your name has not been included, it is probably because we do not have that information in 

the office.  If you would share that information with us on the green card that you receive with 

your Sunday bulletin or call the office so that we have it, that would be most appreciated. 

We want to celebrate and remember you. 

Blessings,  

The Care Team 

SPENDING GUIDELINES MEETING AND VOTE DATES 

Spending Guidelines Meeting and Vote Dates for 2024 have 

been announced.  

Meeting will be held on Sunday, November 12th directly after 

worship. with the vote to be held the following Sunday, Novem-

ber 19th. 

ANNUAL CHURCH ADVENT DECORATING 

SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2nd! 

The Annual Church Advent Decorating will 

begin at 10AM. 

Stephanie Lightbody has graciously agreed to 

lead us again this year. Come at 10AM and stay 

as long as you are able. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Marilyn Smith. 



A THANK YOU FROM CAMANO CENTER 



https://www.plu.edu/christmas/ 

PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY CHRISTMAS CONCERT 



JOSEPHINE CARING CENTER CHAPLAINCY PROGRAM 
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Birthdays 

Healing for:  Vicki Baunsgard, Don, Alexis, Zaid Fackenthall, Caden MacQuarrie, Shannon Buffalo, Pastor Paul 

and Elsie Wietzke & Family, Kathy Walker, Janette, Mindy Rigney, Nathaniel and Anna Powers, Dene Henderson. 

Comfort for: The Family of:   Joan Vogue as they mourn her loss, the family of Teresa Luce following the loss of 

her husband Greg and Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce following the loss of their newborn child.  

Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce  

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:  

Damien Weller, Dan Porter, Tyler Munson, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, 

John VF Guerrero, Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn 

Please help us keep the prayer list up to date by notifying the church 

office of any errors, omissions, or changes.  Thank you. 

Prayers 
Needed 

3rd Dave Buotte 

3rd Travis Vogue 

5th Karen Camp 

7th Tina Dinzl-Pederson 

16th Ruth Hintz 

17th John Leque 

18th Don Schlagel 

18th Todd Score 

22nd Rona Olson 

24th Erin Evans 

24th Marilyn Smith 

24th SaraLyn Larsen 

25th Eric Lauer 

30th Nancy Lacher 

30th Susann Hendrickson 

Anniversaries  
5th Gary & Mary Westerman  

8th Tom & Sharon Gresli 

20th Dave & Diane Weir 

20th Stephen & Susann Hendrickson 

23rd Dale & Marcie Tepley  

27th Alan & Connie Hall  

* If we missed your birthday or anniversary please call the 

church office or email us at 

office@camanolutheranchurch.org so we can celebrate 

with you.* 

November 

Birthdays & 

Anniversaries 



November 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

6:30pm Confirma-
tion 

2 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Preschool 
Fire Department 
Visit 

3 

6:30pm AA 

4 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

5 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

11am Adult Edcua-
tion 

6pm Al-Anon 

6 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
6:30pm Girl Scout 
(Leader Meeting) 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 

7 

5pm Girl Scouts 

 

8 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

6:30pm Confirma-
tion 

 

 

9 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

12:30pm Women’s 
Bible Study 

10 

6:30pm AA 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

11 Veteran’s Day 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

12 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

11am Adult Edcua-
tion 

6pm Al-Anon 

13 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
6:30pm Girl Scout 
(Leader Meeting) 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/ 
Luther 
 
 

14 

5pm Girl Scouts 

6:30pm Steward-
ship and Finance 

 

 

15 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

6:30pm Confirma-
tion 

 

 

16 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

7pm Council 
Meeting 

17 

6:30pm AA 

 

 

 
Dove Articles Due 

18 

8am AA 

9am AA Banquet 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

19 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

11am Adult Educa-
tion 

5pm Al-Anon 
(Business 
Meeting) 

6pm Al-Anon 

20 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 
 

21 

5pm Girl Scouts 

22 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

6:30pm Boy Scouts 
(Leader Meeting) 
6:30pm Confirma-
tion 

23  Thanksgiving 

    

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

24 

6:30pm AA 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

25 

8am AA 

10:30am AA Business 
Meeting 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

26 

10am In Person 
Worship Service  

11am Monthly 
Celebration 

11am Adult Edcua-
tion 

6pm Al-Anon 

27 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/ 
Luther 

28 

5pm Girl Scouts 

29 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

6:30pm Confirma-
tion 

30  
 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Dove Flight 
Crew 
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