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Photo: Ash Wednesday 2018
Narthex Camano Lutheran Church

Ash Wednesday and Stewardship
Ash Wednesday and Lent is upon us on February 17. As I talk about
Ash Wednesday, I want to begin with a piece of wonderful stewardship
news! Why? Because I believe there is a common thread between our Ash
Wednesday focus and our Stewardship focus.
In spite of being in the midst of a pandemic year where giving is down among many
churches, our benevolence giving came in at 14% this year. Benevolences are those monies that
we share with various ministries doing the important life changing work of the gospel outside
the walls of our church. They are our partners in ministry. While our own giving was down a bit
in regard to general offering, the fact that our hearts and giving remained strong in the area of
benevolence is a wonderful gift and sign of trust in God. Stewardship, at its core, is
acknowledging everything we have is a gift from God and belongs to God. Everything! To
paraphrase Harry Wendt, the founder of the crossways bible study series, he talks about
stewardship, “Everything is on loan from God and we are asked to be good stewards of God’s
property.” How we chose to use what God has given us makes all the difference in the world to
God’s people and creation. Again, it is ultimately acknowledging that everything we have is a
gift from God and belongs to God.
And there is the connection with Ash Wednesday. On Ash Wednesday we confront our
mortality and confess our sin before God within the community of faith. We hear those words
as the ashes are placed on our forehead in the sign of the cross, “Remember that you are dust
and to dust you shall return.” In those words, we acknowledge that our life is a gift from God
and belongs to God. We also acknowledge that this physical life, as we know, does not last
forever. It is here that we remember everything belongs to God. God created it, us, everything,
and God holds all of life with God’s merciful hands. As we say those words or hear them as the
ashes are placed on our forehead, we acknowledge our trust in God. Just as God gave us life out
of dust, so when we breathe our last breath and we return to the dust, we return to the
creating life giving hands of God. God continues to hold and care for us and does not let us go!
At every funeral we remember these words of scripture, “When we were baptized in Christ
Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried therefore with him by baptism into
death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a
new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his.”
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Ash Wednesday Service and Your Participation
Ash Wednesday service will be online with the option of zoom for the imposition of ashes.
We will record the Ash Wednesday service ahead of time and include the imposition of ashes in
that recording. However, for those who wish to participate with Pastor Scott and others for the
imposition of ashes online, you can join us at that point in the service on the zoom link that will be
sent out with the recording of the service.
How it will work. You are welcome to make your own ashes, just
make sure you mix them with oil, olive oil is good, and not water or
any spiced oil as that can burn the skin. The other option is to
combine some soil/dirt and water and create a mud type
consistency and use that instead of actual ashes. That’s what I will
be doing. When you get to the imposition of ashes part of the
service near the end of the recording, you can continue watching
and follow the instructions there for the imposition of ashes on
your own. If you would like to join others for the prayers and
imposition of ashes, stop the recording and come join us on zoom. We will pick up the service from
there. Once we know the timing on how long it takes to get to the imposition of ashes part of the
service, we will let you know what time to move over to zoom for the imposition of ashes. Watch
for the weekly announcements and email announcements for this time frame.
I need your help with a piece of this service. We will be emailing you a card with a picture of
an ash cross on burlap that I encourage you to reflect on throughout Lent. On the back of the card
you will find some names. These will be the names of those in particular that have lost their life to
Covid or frontline workers. While those are the primary focus, we will also include names of people
that died from other realities of life as well. That’s where I need your help. If you could please
email me the names of people that you know that have died from Covid, those health care
professionals on the front lines serving those with covid or other names you would like prayed for,
this will guide our prayers. Please email them to me by February 8 if possible
so I can transfer them to the stickers for the cards. Email me at
psbclc2020@gmail.com Instructions on the prayer part will come in the
mailing with the cards. Thanks for your help.
Continuing the journey of faith with you,
Pastor Scott
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The Bishop’s Article from the Feb 2021 edition of The Spirit
Dear Beloveds,
There were many images that horrified me during the Washington DC riots. The
violence, cruelty, anger, and destruction were terrible.
One image that made me both angry and almost nauseous was the photograph of the
person holding up a bright yellow sign with the words, “Jesus Saves.” To be clear, it is
not that I object to these words. I strongly believe that Jesus saves. But in this
particular case, when one holds up a sign bearing these beautiful words but
participating in mob violence, it becomes a mockery. Horrifically, there were other
Christian symbols present that day. There was a giant wooden cross outside the Capitol. One man
carried a Christian flag into an evacuated legislative chamber. Christian music blared all day from
loudspeakers. It was disgusting to see sacred words and items suddenly used to foment violence. It was
sickening, reckless, and horrifying. It was profane. The insurrection on the Capitol broke the first,
second, fifth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth commandments. Any action that breaks one
commandment is wrong. An action that breaks the majority of the commandments is beyond alarming.
(And I could actually make an argument that this insurrection also broke the third and fourth
commandments, too. This only leaves the sixth unbroken.)
In the ELCA social message on Government and Civic Engagement in the United States: Discipleship in
a Democracy we read,
ELCA social teaching holds that all residents of the United States have a responsibility to make
government function well—not to abandon our democracy but to engage it in a spirit of robust
civic duty. For Lutherans, this responsibility is lived out as a calling from God, expressed in the
discipleship described in our baptismal promises. (Read the full message here: www.elca.org/
Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Government.)
This social message states that as residents of the United States and as followers of Jesus, we all have a
responsibility for government to function well. We are called to be a part of civic society. We are called
to vote. We are called to be civil servants. We are called to speak out against injustice. We are called to
march against hatred. We are called to peacefully protest when those in power act in ways that
promote prejudice or bigotry or discrimination. We are called to speak truth. For those of us with
privilege, we are especially called to examine ourselves, to listen to others, and to speak for those
without voice. We are called to act in ways where God’s love is paramount – moving towards true
peace, true equity, and true reconciliation. In short, we are called to live into our baptismal identity of
forgiven and beloved children of God by loving and caring for God, our neighbor, and our world.
I encourage congregations and ministry sites to study the social message mentioned above. There are
also other social messages and social statements found on the ELCA website to further conversation
and action as we continue to learn how to be disciples of Jesus by engaging in the world. Perhaps this
could be something that you and others do during Lent. But please don’t stop at reading, studying, and
talking about it. Let us move forward with action. Our faith calls us to stand next to the oppressed and
forgotten in faith, knowing that, as we are loved by God, we are called to love our neighbor.
I am appalled at what happened on January 6, 2021. As a citizen of the United States and, even more
so, as a Christian, I am devastated. But I have hope. I have hope that out of this hatred, love will
emerge. I have hope that those who have been fearful will gain courage. I have hope that we, siblings,
beloveds in Christ, will join together and reclaim the words, “Jesus saves.” I have hope that we as a
nation will form a more perfect union. I have hope – not because I’m an idealist but because I’m a
follower of Jesus – that out of this death resurrection will come.
In God’s Spirit of Hope,
Bishopand
Shelley
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Announcements
2021 Lenten Devotional Series
From Luther Seminary
Along with the Christ in our home devotionals you will have the option to pick up
a copy of a Lenten devotional from Luther seminary. This is just for the season of
Lent. We will have paper copies available at the drive in service and in the blue
box by Pioneer Hall starting February 15. There will be a few large print copies,
but we ask that you only take those if they are needed.
Digital Copies are available on our website
www.camanolutheranchurch.org

Up Coming Zoom Series

The Human Predicament and God's Response:

How is God to restore a Creation infected by sin?
Pastor Carl Gabrielson will be leading a Lenten Series class when Paul's class is completed.
Watch your emails and church announcements for start date.

2021 Camano Lutheran Church Scholarship Applications are due:

March 31st
The application will be posted on our website
www.camanolutheranchurch.org
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When to Seek Therapy
How to Know When You or Someone You Know Could Benefit from Therapy
The American Association of Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT) has suggested the following
as potential signals of emotional distress which may benefit from professional therapy or
counseling:
•

A death in the family

•

Chronic marital conflict or marital dissatisfaction

•

Constant parent-child conflict

•

Divorce or separation

•

Sexual problems or concerns

•

Teenagers experimenting with alcohol, drugs or sex

•

Adults abusing drugs (including prescriptions) or alcohol

•

Chronic feelings of loneliness, sadness, or depression

•

Unexplained fatigue or pain

•

Unexplained physical injuries to spouse or children

•

Repeated financial difficulties

•

Drastic weight fluctuations and/or irregular eating patterns

Website- www.lutherancounseling.net
+ For those who are in despair, remember you are loved. You are never beyond God's mercy, grace, and love.
1-800-273-8255 (National Suicide Prevention Hotline)
1-888-628-9454 (Red Nacional de Prevención del Suicidio)
1-800-799-4889 (TTY)
1-877-574-4729 (Trevor project/ LGBTQIA+ under 24)
1-877-565-8860 (Trans Lifeline/Trans Folx)
1-800-273-8255 (Veterans Crisis Line)
https://suicidepreventionministry.org/
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BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH for February 2021
ELCA Disaster Response Fund

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives have been
disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When the dust settles and the headlines
change, they stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need. They collaborate with other disaster
response organizations and religious entities in the United States and around the world. This enables the
greatest stewardship of resources and maximum impact of response. They are a welcome partner because
they respect the perspectives and strengths of others.
Lutheran Disaster Response strives to help the church continue to be church in the midst of disaster —
following Christ’s call to bring hope and healing to our neighbor in need. They have responded to
hurricanes, wildfires, tornadoes, flooding, refuge crises, and the COVID pandemic, to name a few examples.
Some key areas of work include:
• Providing emotional and spiritual care for people who have been affected by a disaster and for
leaders who respond to a disaster
• Coordinating volunteers through local affiliates
• Assisting refugees in a holistic way by meeting the varied needs of the community
• Promoting disaster risk-reduction by helping communities build their assets thereby reducing the
effects of likely disasters
• Providing long-term recovery efforts by addressing the unmet needs months or even years after a
disaster strikes
•
Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) is responding to the COVID-19 pandemic here in the United States and
around the world.
Since January 2020, they have supported responses in 39 countries around the world including the United
States, plus five global responses, that address a wide range of needs, from supplying personal protective
equipment and medical equipment; to provision of food and other necessary supplies; to water,
sanitization and hygiene and awareness education. Additionally, 28 synods and three social ministry
organizations have received LDR support for congregational feeding ministries, such as food pantries, hot
meal delivery and meal distribution.
- Arlyn Harang
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Birthdays
1st Jackson Kintner
4th Marcie Tepley
6th Bob Hovey
7th Austin Staffenhagen
9th Alan Hall
13th Kyle Osburn

13th Jamie Staffenhagen
13th Elsie Jo Hendrickson
16th Dale Johnson
18th Jim Erickson
23rd Darlene Miller
24th Naomi Melby
25th Lori Skiba
28th Allen Gilbertson
28th Greg Luce
28th Stephanie Lightbody

Anniversaries
20th Steve & DaleAnn Baker
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Please Remember these People in your Prayers
Healing for: Nadine Lien ,Dene Henderson, her daughters Jeanette Jewell, Terri Henderson, & Grandson Ren
Henderson, Candy Belk, Rick Belk, Chris Syversen, Linda Mackie, Savvanah, Alex, Jessica, Ginny
Wortman, Annette Hollingworth, Sharon Buffaloe, Jon Hamilin, Phil Rifner, Pam Larson, Linda Johnson, Pastor
Don AuClair, Brittany Scott, Nikki Belk, Leif Larson, Allison Vogue, Helen Micucci, Inez Hushagen, The Cohn
Family - Evelyn, Scott, Ava & Brayen Cohn, Glenna Timmerman, Janet Weckerly, Sandy Peterson, Miriam
Clark, Elsie Jo Hendrickson, Judy Andersen, Jim Powers, Sandy Cowden, Cindy Hogman, Sophie Jackson, Tom
Moore, Leih Rutledge, Brad McDonald, Ginny Esslinger, Nancy Johnson, Wilma Barrett, Wayne Wegner, Jim
Olsen, Jan Karr, Maranda Hansen, Bill Holz, Andy Hamilton, Curtis Peterson, Antivius Rush, Bill Vance, Joshua
Tinker, Davie Kelly, Andrew Adams, Eric McDonnell, Joy L Edwards, Diane Hilmo, Trisha Bourdeau, Geoff
Taylor, Jessica, Jeanne, Barrett, Frances Viscoti, Dan Harris, Karin Cockett, Landry Hall (great grandson of
Loretta Nelson), Sean Brough, Ken Bailey, Madison Paganini, Stacy Pinorini, Tammy Davis, Bonnie Thomas, Jan
Churchhill, Steve Schmitz,
Comfort for: Family of Dick Little, Mark Loper, Camille Burrows
Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce
Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:
Dan Porter, Tyler Munson, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, John VF Guerrero,
Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Olivia Shoup, Kyle Osburn, Nathaniel Powers,
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Scripture Lessons for

February 2021

Sunday Lessons
Feb 7th: 5th Sunday after Epiphany
•

Isaiah 40:21-31
• Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
• 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
• Mark 1:29-39
Feb 14th: Transfiguration of Our Lord
•
•

2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6
• 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
• Mark 9:2-9
Feb 21sr: 1st Sunday in Lent
•
•
•

Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22
• Mark 1:9-15

Feb 28th: 2nd Sunday in Lent
•
•
•

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25
• Mark 8:31-38
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