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      Reflections with Pastor Scott 
 

 

       Good and Beautiful and Kind 
 

 

       This is the title of a book I read after listening to Pastor Rich Villodas 

on a leadership podcast while doing some research on fear.  The full title is Good and Beautiful and 

Kind: Becoming Whole in a Fractured World. Rich is the Pastor of New Life Fellowship in Queens, 

NYC a “Large, diverse, and complicated urban congregation in Queens.”   

       The back of the jacket of the book reads, “We long for a good life, a beautiful life, a kind life. 

But clearly that's not the world we live in. We carry the stress of our fractured world in our bodies 

and relationships. Families that once gathered around tables have converted those tables into 

walls. Hostility, rage, and defense is the language of our culture. How did we lose goodness, 

kindness, and beauty? And more important, how do we get them back into our lives? These are 

the two questions crying out in our streets, homes, and churches, and from deep within our souls… 

Rich is convinced that Jesus offers a way of being human that is both strong and tender enough to 

tear down the walls of hostility we experience daily.” 

       I am guessing we have all seen and maybe even feel the reality of these words.  I believe Rich 

gives us a starting point for conversation about the realities of our world that we now face that are 

unprecedented in my lifetime.  He also points us to the core of who we are, people of God, 

followers of Jesus.  I hope you will join us for a journey through this book and more importantly, 

the journey of wisdom we have to offer one another in conversation with Rich, each other and the 

Spirit’s nudging.   

       Join us for our Adult Education time beginning September 18 at 11:15 following worship.  We 

will meet in the Pioneer Hall and the class will last one hour.  I have requited our retired pastor to 

work with me in leading our conversation.  One of us will take a chapter each week and guide us in 

our conversation and learning.  Each chapter is about 20-25 pages long, very doable reading load 

for you each week.  You can purchase the book on amazon or other online sites or order it from 

the local book store or check out the library.  If you are unable to purchase a book, please contact 

the office by September 6th and we will get you a copy.  Don’t let not being able to afford or 

purchase the book keep you from participating. 

 

Looking forward to this journey together with you, 

Pastor Scott 
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This month, we share a joint article from Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee and Synod Vice President Kay 
Edgerton regarding the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, held August 8-12 in Ohio.  
 

“But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many 
things.” (Luke 10:41) 
 

Eight voting members from the Northwest Washington Synod attended the ELCA’s Churchwide As-
sembly. While we were excited to be together with almost 1000 other Lutherans, we also all felt 
somewhat like Martha. There were so many things that distracted and worried us: the continuing 
COVID pandemic, monkeypox, deadly heat waves, forest fires, flooding, war, and so many other 
things. For many in our delegation, traveling to Columbus, Ohio (where the Churchwide Assembly 
was held) was the first trip many had taken since early 2020. For many, traveling to the assembly 

was anxiety-producing. Additionally, it was apparent from the pre-assembly documents that we would be wrestling with 
some topics that could be divisive and difficult. All in all, we had a new understanding of Martha’s worry and distraction. 
 

However, just as Jesus responded to Martha’s worries, Jesus responded to all of us heading to the Assembly. Jesus re-
minded Martha and reminded us, “Only one thing is needed.” As we gathered from all parts of the ELCA, each with our 
own worries, anxieties, and agendas, what we had in common was the “one thing:” Jesus. And we proclaim, trust, and 
believe that we are saved by grace and that the work we gathered there to do was not ours, but God’s. As ELCA Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton reminded us in her opening sermon, “The Church is not ours. The Church is God’s.” 
 

Throughout the week we worshiped together, we ate together, we talked with one another. We laughed and we cried. 
We prayed, we reflected, we lamented, and we asked for forgiveness. We listened and we repented. We danced (well … 
Bishop Shelley and a few others danced) and we rejoiced at God’s amazing love, grace, mercy, and justice. 
 

We did the work of the Church. 
 

One of the most emotional and moving moments of the Assembly was Bishop Eaton’s apology on behalf of the entire 
Church to the community of Iglesia Luterana Santa Maria Peregrina, a community that was harmed and traumatized by 
actions not only of individuals, but also systems and processes in all three expressions of this Church. There were mem-
bers of this community present at the assembly to receive the apology which was made in both Spanish and English. Their 
grace-filled response to Bishop Eaton moved many to tears. As they offered forgiveness, they also were clear that there is 
much work to do towards ending racism and repairing the relationship between the ELCA and their community. We have 
much work to do! 
 

On day two the assembly was invited by the ELCA American Indian and Alaska Native Lutheran Association to wear red to 
bring awareness to missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls. The assembly received a presentation on the 
“Declaration of the ELCA to American Indian and Alaska Native People” adopted by the ELCA Church Council last Septem-
ber. The declaration was presented as part of the implementation of the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly’s resolution to 
repudiate explicitly and clearly the European-derived doctrine of discovery. Task force members gave examples to the 
assembly of what the ELCA has been doing to live out the declaration, closed with remarks by Vance Blackfox, who began 
last year in his newly created position as ELCA director for Indigenous ministries and tribal relations. 
 

The assembly also recognized the ecumenical and interreligious commitments of the church, including “A Declaration of 
Ecumenical Commitment” (adopted 1991), “A Declaration of the ELCA to the Jewish Community” (adopted 1994), “A Dec-
laration of Interreligious Commitment” (adopted 2019) and “A Declaration of the ELCA to the Muslim Communi-
ty” (adopted 2022). 
 

The voting members from the Northwest Washington Synod were active participants in all aspects of the assembly. We 
assisted in worship, we spoke to motions, we helped craft amendments, we connected with the voting members from 
other synods. We were BUSY! 
 

The assembly adopted en bloc 19 memorials that covered topics such as gun violence, parental and family medical leave, 
and communion practices. Twelve memorials were removed from en bloc for separate consideration, including the two 
memorials* forwarded from our recent synod assembly. Here are just a few of the memorials that were considered and 
adopted:  
• Memorial B4: Restructure the Governance of the ELCA The Church Council is called to establish a Commission for a 

Renewed Lutheran Church to “reconsider the statements of purpose for each of the expressions of the church, the 
principles of its organizational structure, and all matters pertaining thereunto, being particularly attentive to our 
shared commitment to dismantle racism.” 

• Memorial C3: Human Sexuality and Gift and Trust Revision Authorizes a revision of Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust 
(2009) to reflect current church understanding, church policy, civil law, and public acceptance of marriage of same-
gender and gender non-conforming couples. 

• Memorial A6: Advance Salary Equity Authorizes a study regarding pay gaps for Rostered Ministers in the ELCA, espe-
cially as they relate to people of color, minority ethnic groups, people with disabilities and the LGBTQIA+ community. 

 

The Bishop’s Article from the September 2022 Edition of The Spirit 

Continued —> 



September 11th :  14th Sunday of Pentecost 
   

• Exodus 32:7-14 
• Psalm 51:1-10 

• 1 Timothy 1:12-17   
• Luke 15:1-10 

 

September 25th: 16th Sunday of Pentecost 
   

•  Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
• Psalm 146 

• 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
• Luke 16:19-31 

 

 

 
September 4th:  13th Sunday of Pentecost 

 

• Deuteronomy 30:15-20  
• Psalm 1 

• Philemon 1-21  
Luke 14:25-33 

 

September 18th: 15th Sunday of Pentecost 
   

• Amos 8:4-7  
• Psalm 113 

• 1 Timothy 2:1-7  
• Luke 16:1-13  

Sunday Scripture Lessons for 

September 2022 

• Memorial A8: Land Back* This NWWA Synod-submitted memorial calls for deepened relation-
ships with our Indigenous siblings and encourages us to “support creative programs of restorative 
justice in partnership with Indigenous people.” 
• Memorial A14: Roe v. Wade Calls for conversation around the church’s teachings on abortion, 
gender justice, and related topics as well as reviewing the impact on pastoral counseling, the pas-
tor-client relationship, and the rostered ministers and social ministry agencies and organizations 
of the ELCA  
• Memorial B5: Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Accessibility ELCA Governance Audit* This is the oth-
er NWWA Synod-submitted memorial authorizes an audit of the church’s governing documents 
with an eye to diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility. 
 

In addition to memorials, we passed the triennial budget and elected a new Vice President of the ELCA. Congratulations 
to Imran Siddiqui, currently serving as the VP of the Southeastern Synod, on his election. 
 

We are so thankful for the elected voting members of our synod who joined us in Ohio for this important work: Pr. Ra-
chel Swenson, Kasey Shultz, Laura Sasaki Norton (our newest synod staff member), Eli Daheim, Curt Eidem, and Frank 
Loulan. (While Pr. Esau Cuevas could not be with us due to illness, we are grateful for his willingness serve.) 
 

As Bishop Patricia Davenport (bishop of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod) reminded us on the final day of the As-
sembly, we are baptized children of God. We have received the promises of grace, mercy, forgiveness, and salvation. 
And because of this, we are called out for the sake of the world. 
 

May we remember, as Jesus reminded Martha, that there is “one thing.” And that one thing, always, is Jesus. 
 
 
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee & Vice President Kay Edgerton  
bishop@lutheransnw.org  &  veep@lutheransnw.org 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-3-13/0#


I read of a man who stood to speak 

At the funeral of a friend 

He referred to the dates on her tombstone 

From the beginning to the end 

He noted that first came the date of her birth 

And spoke of the following date with tears, 

But he said what mattered most of all 

Was the dash between those years 

 

For that dash represents all the time 

That she spent alive on earth. 

And now only those who loved her 

Know what that little line is worth 

For it matters not, how much we own; 

The cars, the house, the cash, 

What matters is how we live and love 

And how we spend our dash. 

 

So think about this long and hard. 

Are there things you’d like to change? 

For you never know how much time is left, 

That can still be rearranged. 

If we could just slow down enough  

To consider what’s true and real 

And always try to understand 

The way other people feel. 

 

And be less quick to anger, 

And show appreciation more 

And love the people in our lives 

Like we’ve never loved before. 

If we treat each other with respect, 

And more often wear a smile 

Remembering that this special dash 

Might only last a little while. 

So when your eulogy is being read 

With your life’s actions to rehash 

Would you be proud of the things they say 

About how you spent your dash? 

The Dash Poem by Linda Ellis (Contributed by Ruth Hintz) 
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CLC CHILDCARE ENROLLMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Camano Lutheran Childcare 

 is NOW Enrolling for FALL! 

 

Toddlers: 24-29 months 

Preschool: 30 months to age 5 (not registered for kindergarten) 

School Age: Kindergarten to Fifth Grade 
 

Transportation provided by SCSD to and from Utsalady 

and Elger Bay Elementary Schools 
 

DSHS APPROVED AND WELCOME! 

Please contact Deanna 

at (360) 629-2253 for more information. 
 

***Children are such a gift. Camano Lutheran Childcare is a place for them to come that is 
safe, has caring staff and is a wonderful environment to grow and learn in faith and in life.*** 

CLC PRESCHOOL ENROLLEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Camano Lutheran Preschool  

 is STILL Enrolling for FALL Classes! 

 

Three Year Old and Pre-K Classes are currently available. 

 

If you know anyone in need of an excellent  Preschool Program  

Please contact Carol at (360) 629-4592 

for more information. 



 FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

                                                   JULY 2022 CLC PROPERTY TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

1. Finishing up on the recently installed new push bar locking system for the entrance doors, one Team 
member designed and constructed  a metal retainer block for the mechanism. A one of a kind item. 

2. Had all new keys made for the Preschool doors. 

3. Cut and removed the large branches overhanging and touching the east side of the roof of the stor-
age shed. 

4. Installed a new sign advertising the upcoming Historic Tour sites on the Island. The CLC small chapel 
is an important part of this list. 

5. Acquired material and finished adding bottom safety rails for fencing in areas used by Childcare cli-
ents. Some detailed work was needed in corner portions. Painted. 

6. Unplugged the small child's toilet (boys) in Daycare again. Suggest some thought be given to re-
placement with a standard model with adequate flushing volume. 

7. Repaired child's tricycle used by Daycare. Another one requiring welding is out for work. 

8. During the extensive hot weather this month, mowing was still required but was not as extensive. 
Watering of landscaping plants was increased to daily. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 MSG 

 

Stay calm; mind your own business; do your own job. You’ve heard all this from us before, but a reminder nev-
er hurts. We want you living in a way that will command the respect of outsiders, not lying around sponging off 
your friends. 



 



What a fantastic day of worshiping together with all our cluster churches and members from 

the community.  We had around 200 people gather, and we were able to raise over $10,000 for 

the community centers in our cluster churches areas, Stanwood/Camano, Arlington and 

Marysville.  Generosity lived out and it will bless many lives in very real and concrete ways.  

The highlight of the service for many was the baptism of Brooke Berry in an animal trough (A 

clean one donated by Tractor Supply in Arlington  ) seen in the picture with this article.  We 

ended the day together with a meal.  Was it hot out?  YES, IT WAS!  But we had ice cream bars 

to keep us cool for dessert.  We know the heat kept some folks away and if we do this service 

again in the future, we will address that issue.  

Thank you to our planning team from all the churches that put this together, the synod for the 

grant to make it happen, all our musicians, cooking crews, set up and tear down crews and 

everyone involved in one way or another.  What a blessing.  The planning team will be meeting 

soon to debrief the event, go over the answers to the questions Pastor Annette posed on 

things we can do together as congregations in the future, and will begin to think about future 

gatherings.   

CLUSTER WORSHIP AT THE SILVANA FAIRGROUNDS 
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BENEVOLENCE  OF  THE  MONTH  
 

September  2022 
 

Family Promise 
 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Camano Lutheran Church: 
 

Once again you have honored Family Promise of Skagit with your Mission of the Month giving. I, 
speaking for all the Board, Staff, Guests, Volunteers and Donors who make the program a growing 
resource for homeless children in our communities, THANK you so much for your interest and giving! 
 

Over our now eight years of service we have positively impacted more than 400 homeless families. 
That means we have taken families no other agency would. That means we have provided accelerating 
skills for families to be able to provide for themselves over the long term. That means children can 
smile, be hugged by Mothers and Dads and feel secure while in the midst of a homeless crisis. 
 

The more we look into the future, the greater we see the needs are becoming. Your financial and 
volunteer support now helps us navigate our programs with greater clarity and purpose. 
 

On September 30, we are holding our 9th annual Homeless For A Night fundraiser. This night is the 
major funding source for our program. We’re looking to raise $80,000 – or more. All the funds you 
donate as part of Camano Lutheran’s mission giving month will go into that effort. Please contact me if 
you would like more information about how to participate in the activities that evening. I hope you 
will! 
 

God bless you all for all the wonderful work you do in Jesus’ Name. 
 

Peace  

Laurin 
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A very special THANK YOU to 

Fred Troilio for designing, fabricating 

and painting the lovely metal 

Communion Cup Basket Stands for the 

Large Sanctuary.  They are not only 

functional, but very beautiful. 

BOY SCOUT MOUNT BAKER FALL AUCTION ANNOUNCEMENT 

THANK YOU FRED TROLIO! 
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Birthdays 

Healing for:  Janette, Mindy Rigney, Zaid Fackenthall, Nathaniel and Anna Powers, Dene Henderson, Dana Hopp, 

Linda Rifner, Karl Munson, Jessica Belk, Christian Lopez, Jack Hamilton, Lisa Hayes, Lori Skiba, Sharon Buffalo, 

Pam Larsen, Susann Hendrickson, Ed Crow, Jeanette Jewell, Jessica, Helen Micucci, Inez Hushagen, The Cohn 

Family - Evelyn, Scott,  Ava & Brayen Cohn, Glenna Timmerman, Miriam Clark,  Elsie Jo Hendrickson, Jim Powers, 

Sandy Cowden, Cindy Hogman, Sophie Jackson, Tom Moore, Leih Rutledge, Brad McDonald, Ginny Esslinger, 

Nancy Johnson, Wilma Barrett, Wayne Wegner, Jim Olsen, Jan Karr, Maranda Hansen, Bill Holz, Andy Hamilton, 

Curtis Peterson, Antivius Rush, Bill Vance, Joshua Tinker, Davie Kelly, Andrew Adams, Eric McDonnell, Joy L 

Edwards, Diane Hilmo, Trisha Bourdeau, Geoff Taylor, Jessica, Jeanne, Barrett, Frances Viscoti, Dan Harris, Sean 

Brough, Ken Bailey, Stacy Pinorini, Bonnie Thomas, Jan Churchhill, Steve Schmitz.  

Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce  

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:  

Damien Weller, Dan Porter, Tyler Munson, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, 

John VF Guerrero, Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn 

Please help us keep the prayer list up to date by notifying the church 

office of any errors, omissions, or changes.  Thank you. 

Prayers 
Needed 

Anniversaries  
6th Martin Paul 

8th Barbara Joyce 

9th Emma Floyd 

10th Jeff Camp 

11th Vicki Baunsgard 

12th Gary Westerman 

23rd Courney Score 

26th DaleAnn Baker 

28th Chris McFall 

28th Edward Staffenhagen 

28th Nicole Osburn 

1st Ryan & Stephanie Lightbody 

2nd Dale & Linda Johnson 

2nd Fred & Lillian Trolio 

3rd Andy & Jeni Bottin 

6th Don & Frances Schlagel 

17th Philip & Linda Rifner 

* If we missed your birthday 

or anniversary please call the 

church office so we can 

celebrate with you.* 

SEPTEMBER 

Birthdays  & 

Anniversaries 



September 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

12:30pm Martha 
Study Group 

2 

6:30pm AA 

3 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

4 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

6pm Al-Anon 

5     Labor Day 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 

 

 

Office Closed 

6 

5pm Girl Scouts 

 

7 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

8 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

 

 

9 

6:30pm AA 

10 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

11 

10am In Person 
Worship Service  

5pm Al-Anon 
(Business Meeting) 

6pm Al-Anon 

12 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

9am Quilters 

9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 

5:45pm Cub Scouts 
6:30pm Girl Scout 
(Leader Meeting) 
7pm Boy Scouts 

7pm Women’s 
Evening Bible Study 

13 

5pm Girl Scouts 

6:30pm Steward-
ship and Finance 

14 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10:00 am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 

 

15 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

7pm Council 
Meeting 

16  

6:30pm AA 

 

 
Dove Articles Due 

17 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

18 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

6pm Al-Anon 

19 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

9am Quilters 

9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 

7pm Boy Scouts 

7pm Samplings w/ 
Luther 

20 

5pm Girl Scouts 

21 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10:00 am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 

 

22 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Dove Flight 
Crew 

6:30pm Boy Scouts 
(Leader Meeting) 

23 

6:30pm AA 

24 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

25 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

6pm Al-Anon 

26 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

9am Quilters 

9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 

5:45pm Cub Scouts 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

27 

5pm Girl Scouts 

28 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

 

29 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

30 

6:30pm AA 
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