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      Reflections with Pastor Scott 
 

     Poles Apart 
 
 

In one of the recent Sunday sermons (June 18) I mentioned how important 

it is for us to be willing to get to know people and their stories as it may clarify for us some of the 

decisions or things they do.  I shared Father Boyl’s story of Joel who is “on the lookout” for God’s 

“hints and anonymous tips” of God’s presence as soon as his feet hit the floor.  I also shared the story 

of Anthony who would not “sush” his little girl because of what he went through as a child and when 

she drew on the wall, he placed his cheek against her cheek and said, “That’s the most beautiful art I 

have ever seen.”  In the article below Pastor Terry Kylo shows how Pathways to Understanding is 

trying to do just that, connect different people and groups together that they may get to know one 

another.  I would say, Look and see ourselves in the other understanding each of us is a child of God.  

That’s our core identity. I wanted to use my article space this month to share that article.  

Continuing the journey of faith with you, 

Pastor Scott 

 

Poles Apart 
By Terry Kyllo | June 18, 2023 
 
Everyone is talking about how divided we are. Most of the time this conversation is accompanied by a sense 
of dread and despair. People don’t know what to do. 
 

In her book, Uncivil Agreement: How Politics Became Our Identity, professor Lilliana Mason tells a story about 
how we got here and what it means. In a Podcast with Ezra Klein she lays out the key issue in the debate: 

And when we start having a debate over who is American, who deserves the rights and protections of the 
American government and Constitution, that is a place where there is zero room for compromise. 

 

LILLIANA MASON 

Her thesis is that our political parties and ideologies have become our identity. Given how human beings get 
competitive when our identity is at stake we can see where we are. 
 

Many organizations are focusing on getting Republicans and Democrats into conversation. That is great! We 
need more practice at civil discourse. 
 

PTU is using a different strategy. 
 

With Let’s Go Together, we are gathering people of diverse traditions, cultures, economic situations, and 
other identities to get to know, work with, and honor one another in public. 
 

To be sure, there will be Democrats and Republicans in the group. But we are focusing people on their other 
identities – and the fact that we each have many identities. 
 

Seeing how people of diverse traditions can come together for meals, a service day, and a fun public event, 
people can begin to recognize that we are not living in a world defined by two poles, but rather overlapping 
values and common goals. It is easy to get so focused on a polarized world that we continue the polarization  
 

Continued —–> 

https://pathstounderstanding.org/author/ptu-tk/


July 9th:  6th Sunday after Pentecost 
   

• Zechariah 9:9-12 
• Psalm 145:8-14 

• Romans 7:15-25a 
• Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 
July 23rd:  8th Sunday after Pentecost 

    

• Isaiah 44:6-8 
• Psalm 86:11-17 
• Romans 8:12-25 

• Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

 
July 2nd:  5th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

• Jeremiah 28:5-9  
• Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18  

• Romans 6:12-23  
• Matthew 10:40-42  

 

July 16th:  7th Sunday after Pentecost 
   

• Isaiah 55:10-13  
• Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13  

• Romans 8:1-11  
• Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Sunday Scripture Lessons for 

July 2023 

July 30th:  9th Sunday after Pentecost 
   

• 1 Kings 3:5-12  
• Psalm 119:129-136  

• Romans 8:26-39  
• Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  

in the way we seek to solve it – by focusing people into two groups. 
 

When people of deeply held beliefs come together in mutual respect, the larger 
community sees a vision, right in their local neighborhood, of how we can 
navigate other differences, too. That gives us a chance to see how much we have 
in common, and that we live not in a two-polar world but a multi-polar world. We 
all have differences as well as commonalities with each other. 
 

My first church was deeply troubled, so much so I needed a weekly meeting with 
a counselor to handle the strain. He taught me something important: You can’t 
always solve a problem by going at it directly. When we do, he said, we often activate people’s denial, fears, 
and competitive nature. We make the problem the key issue, instead of our common purpose for gathering 
into a group in the first place. 
 

Sometimes, he said, we need to help people solve another problem, have another positive experience first, 
that can help put the main issue into a new perspective. 
 

Our Let’s Go Together initiative is an attempt to do just that. 
 

And one more thing: We are trying to help people realize that we have more power than we know. We can’t 
change the whole world, but we can change the world where we are. 
 

When we do, we even find that it’s a whole lot of fun to begin to know each other, again or for the first time. 

 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-3-13/0#
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I thought her words and her surprise were charming. 
But as I looked around me, at the people sharing 
blankets, at those with arms around each other 
swaying to the music, at the cozy darkness around us 
and the lights looking like fallen stars, it was more 
than charming. It was holy. 
 

For a moment, we were a cathedral. For a moment, 
we were community. For a moment, we were one. 
 

At our best, this is what it means to be church. To be 
the Body of Christ. To practice hospitality and 
generosity, and grace. To see Christ in one another. To 
accept others’ limitations and to be accepting of our 
own. 
 

I confess that all was not perfect at the Gorge. There 
was a person close to me who insisted on singing 
every word to every song. While her voice was fine, I 
was not there to hear her but to hear Joni. There were 
people who cut in line after we had been waiting two 
hours to get inside. There was a driver who bullied his 
way into the front of the very long line of vehicles as 
we were leaving. 
 

Perhaps this is like church, too. At least church as a 
human construction. Those of us who have been part 
of a church for a while, we know that church is not 
always sharing blankets and food, singing and joy. 
Sometimes, as humans, we hoard our stuff. We take 
offense at others. We refuse to listen. We bully. We 
push. Our voices sometimes drown out other voices. 
 

And yet … I pray that the moments of grace we 
receive this summer – from music at the Gorge to 
singing lustily in church, from sharing food on a 
hillside to receiving the body and blood of Christ – 
may we be church together. May we know and make 
it known that all are fully loved by God – in the times 
when we are like fallen constellations and in the times 
we are not. 
 

May your summer be filled with holy moments.  
 

+Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  
  bishop@lutheransnw.org                                             

From the Bishop: 

As I write this, I am still re-
living a beautiful experience 
that I had last weekend. Five of 
my friends and I drove to the 
Gorge Amphitheatre and we 
saw Joni Mitchell in concert. 
For some of you, this might be 

interesting, for others, you might not even know 
who Joni Mitchell is. For me, the time was filled 
with joy, laughter, tears, friendship, and 
community … not to mention amazing music and 
storytelling. 
 

But this isn’t about Joni Mitchell … at least not 
entirely. For what struck me as I sat on the grass 
with 26,000 other people, was the church-like 
feeling that was there. Or perhaps I should say the 
“Jesusy” feeling that was there. Or maybe the 
Holy Spirit in action feeling. And this came from 
the crowd itself. 
 

As we all sat crowded together on blankets and 
chairs, people told stories, shared food and drink, 
sang songs, helped those who were having 
difficulty navigating the hillside, and together we 
became community. The little children sitting to 
the right of me danced, the young girls sitting to 
the left of me accepted blankets from my friend, 
and the man in front of me told me that he had 
traveled from North Carolina to see Joni. He told 
me that he was surprised to discover the Gorge 
was not located in Seattle! 
 

There was one point in the concert, after it had 
gotten dark, when Joni was singing and people – 
one by one – started shining the flashlight from 
their cellphones towards the stage. Throughout 
the crowd, little points of light lit up the darkness. 
Now, if you have been to a concert in the last ten 
years, this is a common occurrence. Cell phone 
lights have taken the place of lighters being raised. 
However, because Joni has not performed in over 
twenty years, she was bemused by the lights. She 
turned to the person next to her on stage and 
said, “It looks like a fallen constellation. Where did 
they get all those lights?” 

The Bishop’s Article from the July/Augst 2023 Edition of The Spirit 
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                       MAY 2023 CLC PROPERTY TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

1. The heat pumps were inspected twice, several leaks were detected, parts were place on order, 
have not yet been received. 
 

2. Setup Stage for Pre-School Graduation Ceremony. 
 

3. Discussed Playground improvement options.   
 

4. Received repaired door closure unit from AB, used it to replace alternate closure unit on NE en-
trance door. 
 

5. Removed inoperable Door Closure unit on door to Big Sanctuary from preschool hallway and re-
placed it with alternate closure unit from NE entrance. 
 

6. Mailed inoperable Door closure unit to AB for repair. 
 

7. Loaded boxes of quilter quilts on to truck, delivered them to Ballard church for shipping overseas. 
 

8. Changed florescent ballast in entry light to Pioneer Hall. 
 

9. Changed burnt out lightbulb in Pioneer Hall bathroom. 
 

10. Disassembled Stage following Pre-School Graduation ceremony. 
 

11. Assisted Cemetery Committee with preparations for Columbarium Center Dedication and Remem-
brance Ceremony for Allen Gilbertson. 
 

12. Monitored cleaning of gutters on several buildings. 
 

13. Completed weekly mowing and trimming around buildings per schedule.  



CHILDCARE CORNER 

 

We are so excited to share with you everything childcare related. Not only are we busy transi-
tioning from the school year into our summer program, but we have also had the awesome 
opportunity to be able to give back to the church.  
 
This past year we were approved for a grant. That grant has allowed us to be able to purchase 
a new refrigerator/freezer unit for the kitchen as well as shade structures for the playground.  
 
Friday, June 16th is our second Professional Development Day. We will be discussing a training 
everyone has taken titled, “Attitude is Everything.” 
 
As I stated earlier, we are so excited for our summer program. To name a few of our plans, we 
have Michele Lefevre visiting us on June 27th to share a book she authored, “On Kona’s Pond”. 
A current parent in the program will be coming in on Fridays to do science projects with every-
one. One of our wonderful staff members will be teaching the children about dance. Each 
Wednesday we will be playing in the grassy field. One game we will play is our own version of 
frisbee golf.  
 
On a personal note, by the true Grace of God, it has been a blessing to be given the oppor-
tunity to rebuild Camano Lutheran Childcare. 



FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

“SUMMERTIME AND THE LIVIN’ IS EASY” A NOTE FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Asked by Council to write about summertime and our patterns in giving, that refrain just kept singing 

through my head.  I love the jazz version by Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong but I’ve learned re-

cently that this was a lullaby that is the opening to the opera Porgy and Bess.  The thought of this 

song as lullaby reminds me of the care and nurturing of our holy Abba all year long.  But summer-

time…when we exhale just a bit more, when we take a moment to absorb sunshine, when we travel 

to find time with friends and family.  Summertime is when the living is just a bit easier.   

Summer is also the time in our church family when our giving falls behind a bit.  Not because any of 

us lack a commitment to our church, but because summer will take us to other places.  So, our 

Church Council is asking you to take a moment and remember the needs of our community in ad-

vance of your travels.  For many of us, giving online is convenient and easy.  For others, it feels better 

to just mail a check to 850 Heichel Rd, Camano Island, WA 98282.  However much you feel able to 

give and in whatever way you choose to give, we are grateful.  Blessings on your summer celebra-

tions and travels. 

In His Love, 

Janet St. Clair, Council President 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YKEK/home


A NOTE FROM STEWARDSHIP 



EASTER SUNDAY 2023 STILLAGUAMISH CLUSTER EVENT 

Stillaquamish Cluster Event  - September 10, 2023 - God’s Work. Our Hands 
 

Have you marked this day on your calendar? Our cluster churches will celebrate together through worship, fel-
lowship, and service. The planning committee is still gathering ideas and working on the details. It will be held 
at the Stanwood fairgrounds. This is an exciting opportunity to help our local communities and meet others in 
our cluster congregations.  

We need your help to make this happen. Debra Compton from Peace Lutheran has volunteered to head up the 
service project part of the event. Contact her at debbers54@aol.com to volunteer.  

Laureen Breon, the choir director at Our Savior's in Arlington invites others to join their choir for the event. 
Watch for details and more volunteer opportunities in the upcoming weeks. 

Stillaguamish Cluster Event Planning Committee 

NEW MEMBER CORRECTION! 

In last month’s new member introductions I mistakenly 

introduced Velda Holt as Mimi Biermann. I would like to 

reintroduce everyone to the lovely lady pictured to the 

left. This is Velda Holt.  

mailto:debbers54@aol.com


MISSION AVIATION TRAINING ACADEMY UPDATE 



JOSEPHINE HANDS OF HOPE SERVICE PROJECT 



CHANGE TO LUTHERAN LIVING MAGAZINE 
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Birthdays 

Healing for:  Don, Alexis, Zaid Fackenthall, Caden MacQuarrie, Shannon Buffalo, Pastor Paul and Elsie Wietzke & 

Family, Kathy Walker, Janette, Mindy Rigney, Nathaniel and Anna Powers, Dene Henderson. 

Comfort for: The Family of:   Joan Vogue as they mourn her loss, the family of Teresa Luce following the loss of 

her husband Greg and Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce following the loss of their newborn child.  

Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce  

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:  

Damien Weller, Dan Porter, Tyler Munson, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, 

John VF Guerrero, Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn 

Please help us keep the prayer list up to date by notifying the church 

office of any errors, omissions, or changes.  Thank you. 

Prayers 
Needed 

1st Thea Hanna 

3rd Dave Weir 

6th Tyler Camp 

9th Valerie Rifner 

9th Chase Osburn  

9th Ruth Gabrielson 

21st Mike Swain 

27th Lisa Teichgrab 

30th Avery Yee  

31st Cookie Frey 

Anniversaries  

5th John & Linda Leque 

7th Pastor Scott & Lisa Brents 

12th Martin & Elizabeth Paul 

23rd Ruth & Carl Gabrielson 

25th Rick Skiba & Lori Osburn 

30th Elvin & Pat Major 

* If we missed your birthday or anniversary please call 

the church office or email us at 

office@camanolutheranchurch.org so we can 

celebrate with you.* 

July 
Birthdays  & 

Anniversaries 



July 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

   

 

 1 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

2  

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

6pm Al-Anon 

3 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 
9am Quilters 
10am Staff 
Meeting 
5:45pm Cub 
Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/ 
Luther 

4  4th of July 

5pm Girl Scouts 

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

5 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanc-
tuary 

 

6 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 

 

7 

6:30pm AA 

 

8 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

9  

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

6pm Al-Anon 

10 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children's 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub 
Scouts 
6:30pm Girl Scout 
(Leader Meeting) 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 

11 

5pm Girl Scouts 

6:30pm Steward-
ship and Finance 

12 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanc-
tuary 

 

13 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 

12:30pm Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

 

14 

6:30pm AA 

15 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

16 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

6pm Al-Anon 

17 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children's 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub 
Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/ 
Luther 

18 

5pm Girl Scouts 

19 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanc-
tuary 

 

20 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 

7pm Council 
Meeting 

21 

6:30pm AA 

22 

8am AA 

10:30am AA Busi-
ness Meeting 

10:30am Al-Anon 

23 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

5pm Al-Anon 
(Business 
Meeting) 

6pm Al-Anon 

24 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children's 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub 
Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 

25 

5pm Girl Scouts 

26 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 
10am Pastor Film-
ing  
6:30pm Boy 
Scouts (Leader 
Meeting) 

27 

8am TOPS 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 
10am Dove Flight 
Crew 
 

28 

6:30pm AA 

29 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

30 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

6pm Al-Anon 

31 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions w/
Pastor Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children's 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub 
Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/ 
Luther 
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