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      Reflections with Pastor Scott 
 

 

Sabbatical Theme and Questions 
 
Last month, we focused on what a sabbatical is and why it is offered. This month, 
we want to share more about the theme of the sabbatical and answer some of 
the questions surrounding this special time for both pastor and congregation. 
 
The theme for the sabbatical will be “Sabbath Connection.” As mentioned previously, this is not only a time 
of renewal for the pastor, but also an opportunity for renewal within the congregation. 
 
For me personally, the “Sabbath Connection” will begin with stepping away from the everyday responsibilities 
of pastoral ministry — the constant planning, concerns, and thoughts connected to the life of the church are 
running through my mind at all hours of the day or night. It will be a time to reconnect with Christ within my 
own faith journey through scripture reading, prayer, meditation, walking, listening, and however the Holy 
Spirit may lead. 
 
Another important area of connection will be with family. Pastors’ families often sacrifice weekends, holidays, 
and uninterrupted time together because so many of those moments are filled with ministry responsibilities. I 
look forward to spending meaningful time with Lisa, as well as traveling to visit my brother in Arkansas and 
my niece and nephews on the East Coast. The last time we were all together was for my mother’s funeral in 
2009, so this time together will be especially meaningful. 
 
A third area of focus will be physical health. Over the past several years, a variety of circumstances have 
affected my overall health. While I have made efforts to address this, the pace and demands of daily life have 
often made lasting change difficult. During the sabbatical, I hope to reestablish healthier rhythms and habits, 
recognizing how deeply physical well-being impacts every area of life and ministry. 
 
The congregation’s “Sabbath Connection” will focus strongly on connection with one another and with our 
wider ministries and benevolences. During the sabbatical, we will welcome visiting speakers on Sunday 
mornings who will help us strengthen our connection to the broader church and the ministries we support 
together. 
 
In addition, our Fellowship Ministry Team will be planning intentional events throughout the sabbatical to 
provide opportunities for members to simply gather, connect, and enjoy time together. Please watch for 
announcements and details about these events in the coming months. 
 
Our Care Team will also continue expanding its ministry of connection by reaching out to members who are 
unable to attend worship in person but would welcome visits and communion wherever they are currently 
living. 
 
We pray this sabbatical season will be a meaningful time of renewal, rest, and deeper connection for both 
pastor and congregation as together we continue to grow in faith and life in Christ. 

Continued —–> 
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How long is the sabbatical? It begins with the sending service on August 

2 and ends with the returning service on November 1. (Note: we will have a 
special sending service at the beginning of the sabbatical to send each other off in 
a meaningful way and a receiving service as the end as we re-connect for ministry 
together once again). 

Is Pastor Scott available at all during this time? No. A key piece of 

the sabbatical is intentional renewal time and that means time away from the 
daily responsibilities of a parish pastor. Pastor Scott will not be receiving calls or performing any pastoral 
duties related to CLC during this time period. 

What if I see Pastor Scott around town? Can I talk to him? Of course! Just try and keep 

the conversation away from what is going on at church. We want this to be a time where Pastor Scott doesn’t 
have to worry about the daily concerns of the church. 

What if I have a pastoral need or emergency? Our own Pastor Mike Swain will be available 

during August 1- September 15 of the sabbatical time to respond to pastoral emergencies and lead worship 
on Sunday mornings. From September 16 -November 1, Pastor Carl Gabrielson will be leading the worship 
services, but pastoral care emergencies will be handled by the various pastors on call from our local 
conference churches. Please contact Anette in the church office for any emergencies or pastoral needs.       
360 629-45192 

What about Sunday worship? Who will be sharing the message?  The sabbatical team 

is lining up different speakers who will share the Good News about what God is doing within their ministry 
setting. Many of these groups are part of our benevolence that we support. We will also have a few lay 
members from CLC share the message reminding us of the priesthood of all believers and the many and 
various gifts we all share here at CLC. Our hope is that these ministries may be ones that stir your interest and 
perhaps involvement in the future. 

 

May the Spirit stir each of us during this sabbatical time, 

Pastor Scott 

   

 



 From the Bishop:                                                      June 2026 

What is the Bible? Some say the Bible is a book that dropped down from heaven 
completely written. Some say the Bible is nothing but a bunch of stories from long 
ago that don’t matter. Neither of these are accurate. Instead, what we as           
Lutherans believe, is that the Bible is a sacred and holy book because through its 
66 books – the stories, poems, history, laments, letters, and more – the Bible 
points us toward Jesus. Jesus, the One who reveals God’s grace, mercy, justice, 
and love for the world. 

 

As Lutherans, we understand that the center of the Bible is always Jesus. Martin 
Luther famously said that when we read scripture, we should ask, “Does it show 
Christ?” In other words, does this verse or passage reveal God made known in  

Jesus? Does it move us toward peace, wholeness, reconciliation, forgiveness, and love? Or is it being twisted to 
justify oppression, cruelty, and exclusion? Luther believed that faithful people do not simply quote isolated     
verses. We are to wrestle with scripture honestly and faithfully always through the lens of Jesus. 

 

Luther also insisted that scripture must interpret scripture. No single verse stands alone. Every verse and passage 
and book is meant to be in conversation with the broader arc of scripture – with the prophets, the gospels, the 
letters, and, especially, with the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. This means we read the Bible seriously, but 
not literally. We pay attention to context, history, genre, and the larger witness of God’s love. When a verse 
seems to pull us toward harm or violence, we are called to read the passage again, asking whether the               
interpretation is consistent with God as revealed in Jesus. 

 

I chose to write on how to read the Bible because, quite frankly, what the bible is and biblical interpretation 
matters deeply right now. I see scripture being selectively quoted by people in power to dehumanize and      
scapegoat vulnerable communities, glorify wealth and power, and distort sacred texts into slogans. Verses are 
being lifted out of context while the broader witness of Jesus’ life is ignored. 

 
Earlier this year, I watched a recruitment video for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security that opened with 
helicopters flying overhead and the words from Matthew 5:9 on the screen: Blessed are the peacemakers. What 
followed were images of heavily armed men in tactical gear carrying weapons, breaking down doors, and carrying 
out violent raids against immigrants. I could not help but notice how far this imagery stands from Jesus’ Sermon 
on the Mount, the very place from which that verse is taken. 

 

On the eve of the 250th anniversary of this country, I pray that we would reject the misuse of scripture and       
instead read scripture faithfully so that we might follow Jesus more closely. I pray that we would acknowledge 
our own complicity, resist the temptation towards power or fear, care for those who are vulnerable, and stand up 
and speak out truthfully and prophetically. 

 
Let us return to the prophets who call for justice and care for the poor. Let us return to the Sermon on the Mount 
where Jesus blesses the meek, the merciful, and the peacemakers. Let us return to the cross, where God rejected 
violence and domination as the final word. Let us rejoice in the resurrection, where hope, mercy, and love rise 
again even in the midst of fear and despair. Let us read scripture faithfully and let us follow Jesus. 

 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | bishop@lutheransnw.org  



Northwest Washington Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

God’s work. Our hands.   May 7, 2026 

1...2...3… 

With each plink of the coin into the birthday box, my Sunday School slowly counted along… 

4...5...6… 

I kept my eyes focused on the coin slot, but I could still feel everyone smiling, waiting for the last coin to go in… 

7...8! 

The “Old Basement” Sunday School Hall at Messiah Lutheran erupted with claps and cheers! After each person 

who was celebrating a birthday that week had their turn to drop their coins into the birthday box, all the Sunday 

School classes would sing “Happy Birthday!” 

This was how we celebrated birthdays when I was growing up, and it’s also one of my earliest memories of how 

the church helped teach me how to enthusiastically practice generosity. This ritual made me (and hopefully   

others) feel special on our birthday, but it also helped us earn that giving was a joyful experience and something 

that could be shared with the community. 

There were other times, though, when giving in church seemed very private, almost secretive. My mom let me 

put our offering in the plate as the ushers came along, but she told me, “We put our offering in an envelope, 

face down in the  plate, because what we give is just between us and God.” This felt much more solemn and 

personal, not bad, just different. Giving was something sacred. 

Do you remember who taught you about generosity when you were growing up? Did your family or faith      

community have any special practices or rituals? How has your giving changed over the years? How do you 

teach others - through words or actions - about giving and generosity? 

It’s sometimes interesting for me to reflect on how I was formed, about the influences that helped shape the 

person I am today. These two examples are only the tip of the iceberg when I think about how much the church 

- in so many contexts and in so many ways - has impacted not only my practices of generosity, but what I hope I 

can pass on to others. I’m so grateful for what has been shared with me. Someday I’ll get to say thank you to so 

many saints along the way who’ve taught me about generosity (not all of them in the church, but a good many 

of them have been). 

And, I also want to thank you, for your generosity - to your church and to the world. Thank you for trying to 

make the world a better place through your words and deeds - by serving, by giving, by sharing your skills,      

experiences, gifts, and hopes. Thank you for giving to the church and for helping to make sure the church, in its 

many forms, is a space where others can continue to learn about God, who is Love - our Creator, Teacher, 

Friend, Guide, Helper, and so much more. 

Thank you for your generosity,  

Sincerely,  

Rev. Judy Brennan, NWWA Synod Director for Evangelical Mission 



FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

 

June 14th: 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
   

• Exodus 19:2-8a 
• Psalm 100 

• Romans 5:1-8 
• Matthew 9:35-10:8 [9-23] 

 
June 28th: 5th Sunday after Pentecost 

    

• Jeremiah 28:5-9 
• Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

•  Romans 6:12-23 
• Matthew 10:40-42 

 

 
June 7th: 2nd Sunday after Pentecost  

 

• Hosea 5:15-6:6 
• Psalm 50:7-15 

• Romans 4:13-25 
• Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

 

June 21st: 4th Sunday after Pentecost 
   

• Jeremiah 20:7-13 
• Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18 

• Romans 6:1b-11 
• Matthew 10:24-39 

Sunday Scripture Lessons for 

June 2026 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-3-13/0#


 Quilt Blessing April 2026 



 

Quilt Blessing April 2026 



 

Quilt Blessing April 2026 

The quilters box up the Quilts, Child Care Kits, and Personal Care Kits.  

We move all the boxes to Pioneer kitchen the morning that Dan arrives with his pickup. We put them in the 
pickup (around 29 boxes this time), and Dan drives them down to Our Redeemers Lutheran Church, Seattle.  

After all the quilts from the other churches involved with the program are collected, the quilts will be shipped to 
Luther World Relief for further distribution.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Willing Hands Wanted . . . . 

The size of our CLC quilting group has diminished, and we need help.  

No special skill is needed.  

If you can sew, great! But if you can measure, mark, pin, cut, or tie, you will be welcomed.  

The quilts we make are strictly utilitarian.  

They are sent by Lutheran World Relief all over the world to people in need.  

Our goal is to complete at least 80 quilts every spring and fall.  

We meet in Pioneer Hall every Monday morning from 9-12 (with a long coffee break) and would appreciate more 
hands to help us.  
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BENEVOLENCE  OF  THE  MONTH  
 

June 2026 
Pr. Carl Gabrielson 

 

 

Let me say it: I am proud of our ELCA’s hunger ministry and the support our members have given 

it. Since 1974 we have contributed more than $650,000,000.00 to help the hungry of the world.   

  

ELCA World Hunger works in 60+ countries through deep partnerships with global companion 

churches. Local partners know their context, identify needs, and shape responses. Guided by our 

accompaniment approach, we walk together to reduce hunger and poverty, achieving more than 

we could alone. 

  

I urge you to go to Google “ELCA World Hunger Ministry” and learn how far our hunger ministry 

extends. And then give generously to the June benevolence of the month. We are making a better 

world.  

 



The Gathering Place 

   But you, O Lord, are a shield around me, 

 my glory, and the one who lifts up my head. 

               I cry aloud to the Lord, 

     and he answers me from his holy hill. 

                     —-Psalm 3:3-4 
 

Your Care Team offers a Bereavement Support group for anyone grieving loss of any kind. 
 

“We come from our grief experience as deeper persons because we have been down in the depths of despair 
and know what it’s like. We come out of it stronger for we have had to learn how to use our spiritual muscles 
to climb the rugged mountain trails.” 
 

Please contact Linda Leque to schedule a time to talk. 

the Leque residence, 718 State Highway 532. Questions? 

Call Linda at (907) 500-8706.  

All are welcome! 

Camano Lutheran Church’s 
update on the collections for the Food Bank. 
 
January: 80.9 pounds 
February: 58 pounds 
March: 164.5 pounds 
April: 48.9 pounds 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

Save the Dates — Mark Your Calendar — Plan Ahead 

Below are the 2026 dates for Camano Lutheran Church to prepare, cook and serve a meal at  

The Gathering Place ** Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Stanwood. 

 

Thursday, June 4  *   Thursday, August 13   *   Thursday, December 3 

Meal prep begins @ 3:30, Doors open @ 4:30, Serving begins @ 5:00, Cleanup @ 6:00 

 

It’s not necessary for you to be present the entire time, but if you’d like to come and help 

 please contact Susann E. Hendrickson 425-330-3702  

Stanwood Camano Food Bank 
April totals for Stanwood/Camano Food Bank. 

Community Served 

• Total Households Served: 2,098 

• Total Individuals Served: 8,454 

Age Breakdown 

• Children (0–2): 422 

• Children (3–18): 2,893 

• Adults (19–54): 3,658 

• Adults (55+): 1,481 

Food Distribution 

• Distribution Days: 14 

• Total Poundage Distributed: 107,710 pounds 



May 2026 Notes From The Property Maintenance Team 

The following tasks were accomplished during the past month: 

Replaced door knobs in Child Care main bathrooms so doors could be unlocked from hallway. 

Received contract from Dick’s Electric to replace dishwasher and funding approval from Council. Contract has 

been signed, deposit submitted, we are presently awaiting delivery information from the factory, followed by  

installation date. In the meantime, we are making preparations for the installation (electrical, plumbing, etc.)   

Patience, patience, patience. 

The Camano Lutheran Quilters’ boxed quilts and care kits were delivered to Our Redeemers Lutheran Church in 

Seattle before being shipped to Luther World Relief.  

Of Note: Each Monday morning “our ladies” faithfully spend three hours measuring, cutting, and sewing quilts, 

without complaint (okay, maybe one or two) to make the beautiful quilts that are shipped worldwide. They are a 

friendly, chatty group that enjoy each other’s company and can always use a helping hand from anyone              

interested in spending some time with them. It is a very rewarding, worthwhile cause to start your week off.  

Replaced missing seat screws in Pioneer Hall metal chair. 

Relaced small piece of wooden cabinet trim that had come loose in Child Care.  

Gutters along the parking lot curb became cluttered and drain grating became clogged. Gutters swept, grating 

unclogged. 

Unfortunately, some of our entry doors have developed hiccups as they have aged (who hasn’t?) and are      

sometimes difficult to lock and unlock. In particular, both the north doors (exit by kitchen, and the exit to the 

playground) have “crash bars” (not sure if that term is correct but I think you know what I mean) that sometimes 

won’t relock after the bar is returned to the “lock” position. Thus, the doors can’t be locked. If/when that        

happens, “Encouraging words”, kicking, banging, etc. don’t work (so I’ve been told), but using the entry key on 

the outside to lock the door usually releases the bar and locks the door again.  

 

As always, we are always looking for volunteers, for a variety of tasks around the church.    

 

Your friendly Property Management Team  

 



 
Childcare Corner June 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer is just around the corner, and we are excited for all the fun the upcoming months will bring! As the 
school year comes to an end, we will soon be welcoming our school-age children for full-day summer care. We 
are excited to have our teacher, Gabby, returning for the summer to work with the school-age group alongside 
Stasi. They have many exciting activities planned for the children. 

To help raise funds for new supplies and materials for the childcare program, we will be hosting a Yard Sale & 
Bake Sale on Saturday, June 13th. We are currently accepting donations of gently used items.  

If you have items you would like to donate, please contact the childcare office at 360-629-2253 to arrange a 
drop-off time. 

We hope you will join us on June 13th to browse the sale items, enjoy some delicious baked goods, and       
support our childcare program! 

We will be closed on Friday, June 12th for a teacher in-service day. Staff will be working on mandatory training, 
deep cleaning, and preparing classrooms and activities for the summer months. We will also be closed on     
Friday, June 19th in observance of Juneteenth. 

We are looking forward to a fun, safe, and exciting summer with all of the children! 

 

Ashli French 

Childcare Director 

(360) 629-2253 

childcare@camanolutheranchurch.org 

 



 

Camano Lutheran Cemetery is managed by              
volunteer board members from Camano Lutheran 
Church.  We have options for in-ground burial or    
cremation and niche wall cremation. Anyone can be 
buried at Camano Lutheran Cemetery - church    
membership is not required.  

Interested in purchasing a plot or just have           
questions? Contact Karen Camp at or 360-722-6666.  

CAMANO LUTHERAN CEMETERY INFORMATION 

& 



 

 
MOTHER’S DAY 2026 



 Care/Fellowship Team Announcement 

We hope the Johnny Jump Ups, handed to all the ladies of the church om Mother’s Day, are being   

enjoyed and they continue to bless you throughout the summer - the kids had a blast handing them 

out and accepting your compliments. 

 

On Sunday, June 14th we will be celebrating the end of our first school year of Kid’s Church by sharing 

breakfast following services. If you feel inclined to bring a dish of your brunch favorite, that would be 

nice, however don’t feel obligated, come and enjoy good food and good company and celebrate our 

Kid’s Church accomplishments. 

 

The following week, June 21st, is Father’s Day and we are looking forward to celebrating the men in 

our church family with a surprise gift and of course goodies and coffee, etc. And, please feel free to 

invite your family and friends. 

 

If you've not been joining in on Sunday mornings for coffee and goodies and even better conversation, 

we invite you to join in. It’s been a joy getting to know each other better. 

 

One more thing… we are open to new ideas of things to do to broaden our community and fellowship 

- reach out to one of the committee members and pitch those ideas, we’re open.    



 

Sharing Christ’s Love, Growing in Faith, Serving Neighbor Near and Far  18 

 

Birthdays June 

Healing for: C.J., Amy Kuniholm, Kathy Walker, Bob, Irma Yee, Pat Thorsen, Posie Siebold, Brandon, Paul & 

Dorcy Nueman, Annie, Jeff, Jessica, Rachel, Jack & Kelley, Angela and her FEMA colleagues, Roz Johnston, Caden 

McQuarrie, Jim & Martha Schelle, Bob & Dene Henderson,  Jane Salnick, Pam Larsen, Dave Weir, Dale Johnson, 

Susie Green 

 

Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce  

 

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:  

Damien Weller, Dan Porter, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, John VF Guerrero, 

Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn 

Please help us keep the prayer list up to date by notifying the church 

Prayers 

* If we missed your birthday or anniversary please call the church office or email us at 

office@camanolutheranchurch.org so we can celebrate with you.* 

2nd Abbigail Honold 

2nd Bill Wagner 

4th Michelle Vogue 

4th Paul Shoup 

4th Shirlee Erickson 

7th Carol Anne Sears 

7th Kathy Lauer 

14th Steve Baker 

15th Paige Lightbody 

16th Ivan Miller 

16th Karen Selle 

21st Karen Malmin 

27th Amber Kintner 

27th Jane Salnick 

28th Marie Mark 

28th Lisa Brents 

 

Anniversaries June 
1st David & Marie Mark          23rd Dan & Joan Bauermeister 

9th Steve & Pat Thorsen         23rd Arlyn & Bev Harang 

20th Dan & Annie Peltonen    24th Jay & Deb Whitford



June 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 

2 

5pm Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm Book 
Group - Carl 

3 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 

10am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 

 

4 

8am TOPS 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
6pm Lit Lab 

5 

6:30pm AA 

6 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

7 

10am In Person 
Worship Service  

10am Kid’s 
Church 

6pm Al-Anon 

8 
9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
3pm Care Team 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
6:30pm Girl Scouts 
(Leader Meeting) 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/
Luther 

9 

4 pm Steward-
ship & Finance 
4:30 pm Lori 
Stevens Piano 
Recital 
5pm Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm Book 
Group - Carl 

 

 

 

 

10 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 

10am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 

 

 

11 

8am TOPS 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
12:30pm Wom-
en's Bible Study 

12 

6:30pm AA 

 

13 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

All Day - Childcare 
Event 

14 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 
10am Kid’s 
Church 

5pm Al-Anon 
(Business 
Meeting) 
6pm Al-Anon 

15 
9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
Dove Articles Due 

16 

5pm Girl Scouts 

6:30 pm Book 
Group - Carl 

17 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
10am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 
 
 

18 

8am TOPS 
9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
7pm Council 
Meeting 
 

19 

Office Closed - 
Juneteenth 

6:30pm AA 

20 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

21 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 
6pm Al-Anon 

22 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Samplings w/
Luther 

23 

5pm Girl Scouts 

6:30 pm Book 
Group - Carl 

24 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 
10am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 
6:30pm Boy 
Scouts (Leader 
Meeting) 

25 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook 
Live Devotions 
w/Pastor Scott 

10am Dove 
Flight Crew 

26 

6:30pm AA 

27 

8am AA 

9:45am AA Busi-
ness Meeting 

10:30am Al-Anon 

28 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 
FOOD BANK 
11am Monthly 
Coffee Hour  
Celebration 
6pm Al-Anon 

29 
9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 
9am Quilters 
9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 
5:45pm Cub Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 

30 

5pm Girl Scouts 

6:30 pm Book 
Group - Carl 
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