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Reflections with Pastor Scott
Sabbatical 2026

On the one hand, it is hard to believe it has been seven years since | returned
from the sabbatical time we last shared together. On the other hand,
journeying through covid and coming out of it, the realities of loss and
challenges we faced during that period and afterward and navigating an increasingly divided society
have made it feel double that time in some ways. As part of my letter of call, | am due a sabbatical at
each six-year mark of my time here at CLC. | did not take it in the sixth year this time because we were
facing several significant realities as a congregation.

Our preschool was closing. We experienced a change in our Childcare Director. The new director was
here for a couple of months before beginning maternity leave and later decided to remain home as a
stay-at-home mom. That meant we needed to find a new director while also helping train and support
the staff during the interim. Our church council was still relatively new and navigating some challenges
as well, and it is important to have solid leadership in place during a sabbatical. There were several
other things happening too, but I’'m guessing you see the picture. It simply made more sense to wait
one more year.

For those who were not part of CLC during the previous sabbatical, a little history may be helpful.
During that first sabbatical at the seven-year mark, we received a one-time grant from the Lilly
Foundation. The grant covered the entire sabbatical. It paid for my time away, the cost of fill-in clergy
for the congregation, emergency pastoral coverage, and both a sending and returning service with a
fully catered meal so no one in the congregation had to do any work for those events.

As mentioned above, the Lilly grant is only offered once. For all future sabbaticals, CLC has set aside
funds to cover the cost. Those funds will support this upcoming three-month sabbatical, which will
take place in August, September, and October of 2026. In other words, all the funds necessary to cover
the sabbatical are planned for and set aside.

We will also be forming a sabbatical team that will help shape the theme of this time for both myself
and the congregation. One of the things | appreciated most about the Lilly grant process was the
understanding that a sabbatical is not only renewal for the pastor but also renewal for the
congregation. In many ways, the sabbatical is a journey we take apart, but also together.

In the next couple of Dove articles, | will share more about what a sabbatical is and why it is offered,
what the theme for this time of renewal will be, and how things will work while | am away. In the
meantime, please feel free to ask me any questions you may have about the sabbatical.

| am deeply thankful for your thoughtfulness, generosity, and willingness to make this part of my call in
serving this faith community at CLC.

Looking forward to this time of renewal together,

Pastor Scott
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From the Bishop: April 2026

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. John 20:1

When | ask people how they are, so often they say, “Well, I'm doing ok considering

Sometimes they confess to me that the world just feels so dark right now.
And | get it — | can feel this way, too. Sometimes it does seem the shadows are

gathering around us and just getting scarier and more menacing and it is hard to
see a path forward.

But then | am reminded of the gift of darkness.

Recently | read Conor Knighton’s book Leave Only Footprints where he talks about visiting all the national parks in
a year. One of the most captivating chapters was about national parks that have been certified as Dark Sky Places.
He describes areas where light pollution is carefully limited so people can experience the night sky as humans did
for most of history. Standing in one of these places, the sky can be overwhelming. Stars multiply as your eyes
adjust. Constellations sharpen. The universe stretches above you in breathtaking clarity. Conor says that what
surprises many visitors is this: the darkness does not feel frightening. It feels beautiful. Everyone is standing
shoulder to shoulder — strangers to one another in the daylight — but at night, all eyes are lifted to the heavens in
wonder experiencing something extraordinary.

In these particular times that we are living in, this brings me hope. For in the light of day war is happening and
people are dying and there is shouting on all sides and beliefs seem intransient and we experience and participate
in the hatred and greed and selfishness and bigotry that is everywhere around us. We see our enemy. We identify
our enemy. We classify our enemy. The light shines harshly.

But in the darkness of night, we gather together. In the darkness of night, we huddle close. In the darkness of
night, we sigh with wonder at the beauty and majesty of the heavens. In the darkness of night, we no longer can
tell who our enemy is. And, while this could be scary, this is also liberating. For we remember the beginning of the
story of God and creation — that for God darkness is not chaos beyond God’s reach — it is the very place where
God begins midwifing new hope, new promise, new life —in spite of what happens in the light of day.

We experience this promise in the Easter story. (Let me remind you, the resurrection did not occur at sunrise
even though many of us have attended a lot of sunrise services!). For even as Mary Magdalene started hurrying
towards the tomb before dawn, the resurrection had miraculously already happened. The tomb was already
empty. Jesus Christ was alive! For as we read in scripture, life was rising before the dawn. This is the strange and
beautiful truth at the heart of our faith - and truly at the heart of the gospel. The power of death was broken
even before the sun began to shine.

This is the hope of Easter. Even when the world feels uncertain, even when grief and fear weigh heavily on our
hearts, even when the shadows fall, God is at work beneath the surface of things. Life is stirring. Hope is rising.

Go find a place of darkness. And there you will see God.

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | bishop@Ilutheransnw.org

Continued ——>




From the VEEP:

“To love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength and to
love one’s neighbor as oneself—this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings
and sacrifices.” (Mark 12:33)

| love my children. | really, really, really love my children. And here is the miraculous part:
they didn’t have to do anything but exist for me to love them. | loved them from the time | felt
them move inside me. | loved them more when | held them for the first time. | have loved
them through all the ups and downs of childhood, adolescence, and now adulthood. Now, |
happen to think they are pretty nice people, and they have each done many commendable things in their lives,
but | do not love them because of those actions. | love them because they are. This is grace. This is what it means
for us to be loved by God. God doesn’t need our works to love us. We don’t have to be valedictorians; we don’t
have to be rich; we don’t have to be athletic champions; we don’t have to be inventors or legislators or judges or
doctors. We just have to be.

This is the best way | know to explain the Lutheran notion of being saved by grace through faith. We claim that
nothing we can do can separate us from God’s love. We do not come to God through our efforts, but God comes
to us in God’s infinite love. God loves us because we are. That doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t also do good
works that God wants us to do. My children were pretty good about doing their chores. They did their homework.
They treated each other well. They behaved in such a way as to let me know they loved me back. That is what we
do with God. Because God loves us so much, we love God back by loving kindness and doing justice in the world.
Because God loves us, we show that we love our siblings by treating them well. We do our chores not to earn
God’s love, but to return it.

But, some might say, what if your children weren’t nice people? What if they didn’t do their chores or treat each
other kindly? What if they hurt others? What if they hurt you? Would you still love them? | would like to believe
that | would. | might not like their actions very much and | might even fear them, but I think | would still love
them. Likewise, | know there are some parents who do not love their children. Some people just don’t have that
emotional capacity. Humans are fallible. We don’t always love perfectly, nor do we act purely. My analogy is
imperfect because humans are. That is why we fall back on some kind of transactional relationship with God - we
expect God to act like us. God, however, is not fallible. God’s love is perfect and abundant and therefore we CAN
be saved by grace through faith and not through our good works. We CAN do good works as a way of loving God
back. Grace is Amazing that way.

So, as we enter this Easter season we let us give thanks for a God who loves us so much that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

Here’s what | or the synod council have been up to in March:

¢ | continue to work with the Synod Equity Team doing one-with-one listening sessions.
e | participated in the LiVE Project class: Mystics and Mysticism

¢ The Synod Policy Review Team continues to meet and work on updating key policies.
e The Synod Council met on March 21.

e | met with the Association of Synod Vice Presidents’ planning team on March 6 and facilitated our monthly
Zoom on March 28.

¢ | attended a synod coaching training event on March 19.

Kay Edgerton, Vice President of the NW Washington Synod
veep@Ilutheransnw.org




FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPO
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Spending Guidelines Snapshot 2/28/2026
Feb-26 YTD
BUDGETED INCOME SOURCES Received

General Offerings 21,256 44,815
Building Use Fees 365 605
Interest Earned - Unrestricted 65 918
Childeare Monthly Overhead Reimbursement 1,957 3,914
Total Income 23,643 50,252
BUDGETED EXPENSES Paid Out 25,328 51,320
BUDGETED BENEVOLENCES Paid Out 1,125 2,250
Total Expenses 26,453 53,570

Overage (Shortage) (2,810) [3,3181|

April 5th: Easter Day April 12th: 2nd Sunday of Easter
e Acts 10:34-43 e Acts 2:14a, 22-32
e Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 e Psalm 16
e Colossians 3:1-4 e 1Peter1:3-9
e Matthew 28:1-10 e John 20:19-31
April 19th: 3rd Sunday of Easter April 26th: 4th Sunday of Easter
e Acts 2:143, 36-41 e Acts 2:42-47
e Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 e Psalm 23
e 1Peter1:17-23 e 1 Peter2:19-25
e Luke 24:13-35 e John 10:1-10



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-3-13/0#

Holy Week and Easter Schedule

MAUNDY THURSDAY April 2

7pm Camano Lutheran Church

GOOD FRIDAY CONFERENCE SERVICES April 3

Noon- Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Marysville 7215 51° Ave. NE, Marysville 98270
OR

7pm- Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Arlington 615 E Highland Dr., Arlington 98223

EASTER April 5, 10am Camano Lutheran Church
*Please bring flowers to the church between Thursday, April 2-Saturday,

April 4 by 10am on the 4™ so we can use them to decorate the sanctuary.

You can take your flowers home after the service.




Bring your baskets and get ready for BIG prizes, exciting surprises and unforgettable giveaways at the
City of Stanwood's first-ever Egg Hunt at Heritage Park! Children of all ages are invited to join us for this
free, fun-filled morning of egg hunting, outdoor adventure and community celebration.

Thank to our generous event sponsors, prizes range from electric scooters and bikes to a Nintendo
Switch! More than 10,000 eggs will fill the fields at Heritage with sweet treats and giveaways to make
this year's hunt all the more "egg-cellent!" We hope to see you there!

Event Details
Saturday, April 4 at 10am, Heritage Park, 9600 276th St NW
Arrive early, the egg hunt will start at 10am

There will be three different egg hunt zones for three different age groups to ensure the event is fun and
fair for children of every age. Look for signage upon arrival to see what zone your child should hunt in.

The egg hunt will begin at 10am for all three groups.




BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH

April 2026

SAFE HARBOR FREE CLINIC

Free Clinic

Safe Harbor Free Clinic (SHFC) began as the vision of medical providers and community members who, when
returning from a medical mission to Haiti, expressed concern that free medical care was not available to the

underserved in their own community. SHFC was founded in October 2008 and the first medical walk-in clinic
opened on June 19, 2009. Since that time, comprehensive healthcare services have been provided to almost

18,000 under/uninsured individuals.

The community's need for free healthcare became obvious as more clinic days were added to see patients.
A Chronic Care Clinic opened in May 2011 since 40% of patients seen struggled to manage their diabetes.
A Podiatry clinic and laboratory services were added in September 2011.

SHFC serves residents primarily from Snohomish, Skagit, and Island counties. Over 70,000 people have no access
to affordable healthcare in these areas. SHFC is the only "brick and mortar" free clinic between Lynnwood and
the Canadian border. Initially, the clinic was housed in the Skagit Regional Clinic building in Stanwood. Due to
greater and greater need for free healthcare, SHFC secured its own facility which opened in August 2014.

With over 110 volunteers and providers, the facility offers several specialty clinics in addition to weekly Same-
Day clinics. In 2022, Safe Harbor Free Clinic expanded its services to the neighboring community of Arlington/
Smokey Point. Together, they show Christ's love by providing free healthcare to those in need, bringing healing
and hope for the hurting.

More info: www.safeharborfreeclinic.org Clinic Hours

Wednesday, Friday (Stanwood)

Contact info: Stanwood Clinic (main Clinic location)

7209 265" St NW, Stanwood, Suite 203/204

Thursday (Smokey Point)

6 pmto9pm
Email: admin@safeharborfreeclinic.org

Phone: 425-870-7384 Admin Office Hours

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

VISION: Healing and Hope for the Hurting. 9 am to 4 pm

MISSION: To show Christ’s love by providing free healthcare to those in need.
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Josephine Caring Place needs Birdseed

- During these spring months birdseed is needed for the many birdfeeders at
Josephine.

The people staying at Josephine look forward to seeing the birds everyday.

The Country Store in Stanwood donates $150 worth each month.
But more birdseed is needed.

They have 10, 20 and 40 pound bags or a donation can be given to the
church marked birdseed.

Let us help our neighbors enjoy the birds.

Update on the collections for the Food Bank.

January: 80.9 pounds
February: 58 pounds

—-Psalm 3:3-4

But you, O Lord, are a shield around me,
my glory, and the one who lifts up my head.
| cry aloud to the Lord,
x Qrou}? and he answers me from his holy hill.

Your Care Team offers a Bereavement Support group for anyone grieving loss of any kind.

“We come from our grief experience as deeper persons because we have been down in the depths of despair
and know what it’s like. We come out of it stronger for we have had to learn how to use our spiritual muscles
to climb the rugged mountain trails.”

Please contact Linda Leque to schedule a time to talk.
the Leque residence, 718 State Highway 532. Questions?

Call Linda at (907) 500-8706.
All are welcome!




The following tasks were accomplished during the past month:

Mowed the high field grasses brought on by February’s warm sunny days and daylight savings
time. The returning rains of March have created the “too wet” conditions again.

The mowing teams are patiently waiting for April.

Replaced several more defective doorstops.

Installation of the new Child Care security cameras has been completed.
Replaced broken toilet handle and stopper in women’s bathroom.

Hung several pictures in the Fellowship meeting room.

Unfortunately, the kitchen dishwasher is no longer functioning.

Replacement options are being investigated.

Sprayed for ants in Fellowship Hall.

Spring is in the air.

Your friendly property Management Team




Camano Lutheran Childcare

L R A

Play, Learn and Grow Together

Spring is here, bringing new learning experiences and excitement to our classrooms. The children have been
exploring the themes of spring and Easter through a variety of fun crafts and hands-on activities. They have
also helped plant seeds for our garden, taking part in the beginning stages of a special project. We are excited
to nurture the garden together and watch the seeds grow into fresh produce that we will eventually use in our
meals, giving the children the opportunity to see the full journey from garden to table.

Spring Break for school-aged children is April 6th—April 10th, and we will have our school-age group with us
throughout the week. We are looking forward to a fun week filled with activities for them while they are out of
school.

We are excited to begin utilizing the Procare app to enhance communication with families. This tool will allow
us to easily share updates throughout the day, including photos, nap times, meals, diaper changes, and
activities. We look forward to using this app to help families stay connected with their child’s daily experiences
at childcare.

We are happy to welcome 4 new families to our childcare! At this time, our 4-5-year-old classroom is full
through September, and our 2—-3 year old classroom currently has a two-month waitlist for full-time care, with
limited part-time availability. We currently have openings for before and after school care for school-aged
children.

To help cover the cost of creating the garden, we are hosting a Pick-a-Date to Donate fundraiser. Families are
invited to select a day, or multiple days on the calendar and donate the corresponding dollar amount (for
example, choosing the 10th would be a $10 donation). A calendar and donation envelopes will be available in
the fellowship hall for anyone who would like to participate and support our garden project.

Have a wonderful Easter!

Ashli French

Childcare Director

(360) 629-2253
childcare@camanolutheranchurch.org
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March 2, 2026
Thank you for your gift of 510000 to Lutheran World Refief given throwgh the Morthwest B s LS

‘Washington Synod of the ELCA. Your compassion changes lives in so many weys. Here's just
one example:

Foungrana Balguissa's family has a small farm in Burkina Fase. For years, millet and beans
were all they knew how to grow. They could barely produce encugh to eat, let alone pay for their As the rains of early spring start to renew the earth ive thanks
miedical needs or the children's school fees. Then the cost of fertilizer skyrocketed by 1000 dee the Spirit brings nowmaeL th d. With our de yogvyma';nwfa endind ,wem'

10 the war in Ukraine, and te weather began working against theen, They had prolonged continue to build upon 79 years of ministry on Lake Samish. God is calling our camp into

droughts during the rainy season, followed by heavy rains that washed all their crops away.

Euw‘s ncomse and food sources were dwindli:gmrwhi.ng. Then giﬁ'.i like Wours friendship, and resllience that will grow well into the future. Each story | hear from
empowered her to add poultry to the farm, and her family's income has increased exponentially, — ¢ampers and staff speaks to the authentic community God fashions here. Which of us

Her confidence has grown, her children are pttending schossl, and she has even reinvested some

of her profits to expand her chicken coop,

g, an
Thaik vou for changing lives with vour generesity. 'm excited to see whose lifie vou will change  opfions. We are excited to "Wear Love" in the summer. rekindling relationships with

mixt... until your love reaches every neighbor.
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Your support sustains life-changing care for our *
‘ neighbors and makes our commwunity a better place! /

CAMANO LUTHERAN
CEMETERY

Thank you for your $100.00 gift to Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Center! Your gift helps
rcunhot our mission of sharing God's love by allowing others to Explore GRACE in

its next chapter, and we're h d you are part of the legacy building the future.
Your gift doesn't just help keep lights on and buildings painted—it plants seeds of faith,

doesn’t need real community? Your giving makes it possible,

2026 will bring new joys and challenges. We are b peful to make major strides with
bathroom upgrades, painti d replacing outdated gas heat with sustainable electric

campers and God through our various programs. Your partnership helps ensure that
Lutherwood remains a vital place in W, Washingt Mnm? r'mcan root
themselves in God's love and grow in faith, season after season,

Thank you for being part of the Lutherwood family. We couldn't do it without you, and
we're grateful to walk this journey togather.

ingeast 7 e By You—
j ({/-?/,;‘/// Wﬁ"’ rarsti?

v. Kevin C. B T
Executive Director
Lutherwood Camp & Retreat Center e ) (C'l///\/

P.S. We'd love to have you attend our 2026 Lutherwood Gala on May 31st at camp. Keep
an eye out for ticket sign ups on our website!
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Camano Lutheran Cemetery is managed by
volunteer board members from Camano Lutheran
Church. We have options for in-ground burial or
cremation and niche wall cremation. Anyone can
be buried at Camano Lutheran Cemetery - church
membership is not required.

Interested in purchasing a plot or just have
qguestions? Contact Karen Camp at
CamanoCemetery@gmail.com or 360-722-6666.
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In “Camano Island: Life and Times in Island Paradise,” the authors Art Kimball and John Dean wrote about the
start of what would become Camano Lutheran Church.

Official organization occurred December 17, 1890, in a hall at Utsaladdy, aided by Stanwood’s Rev. Christian
Jorgensen,” the authors wrote.

The congregation also met in the Livingston Bay School for years.

Construction of Camano Island’s first church began in 1904, and the building was dedicated in 1906.
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The church was built by the congregants, which included the family of Camano Island’s now-retired state Sen.
Mary Margaret Haugen.

“My grandfather, Hans Olsen, who emigrated from Norway and came to Camano Island in 1900 was part of the

group who volunteered their time to build Camano Lutheran,” she said. “He was also instrumental in starting the

|"

Sunday schoo

Although there have been updates and additions over the years, Camano Lutheran’s white building with its
distinctive spire at 850 Heichel Road is a landmark to this day.

Haugen said her family parted ways with Camano Lutheran when she was a youngster and began attending the
Methodist church in Stanwood.

“Going to church on Sundays was such an important part of family life back then,” she said. “It was not only
where we went to worship, but it was a place where we could all connect socially and experience true fellowship
with our neighbors.”

By Mary Jennings For the Stanwood Camano News Jul 11, 2023




Save the Dates — Mark Your Calendar — Plan Ahead
Below are the 2026 dates for Camano Lutheran Church to prepare, cook and serve a meal at

The Gathering Place ** Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Stanwood.

Thursday, April 2 * Thursday, June 4 * Thursday, August 13 * Thursday, December 3
Meal prep begins @ 3:30, Doors open @ 4:30, Serving begins @ 5:00, Cleanup @ 6:00

It’s not necessary for you to be present the entire time, but if you’d like to come and help
please contact Susann E. Hendrickson 425-330-3702

. LUTHERAN

e Commumty
“ Services
NORTHWEST

Health. Justice. Hope.

Dear Camano Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for your thoughtful donation of $75.00 on 03/02/2026 to support Lutheran Community Services
Morthwest's critical mission to bring health, justice and hope to our communities. Hope is the operative word. Your
gift aids us in providing life-affirming services to those in need.

We are passionate about helping our clients find opportunities for growth and improvement. We seek to energize
them with the tools they need to thrive. LCSNW works with individuals, families and communities to face the future
with vision, support and resiliency.

Your generous giving helps us to make this mission a reality. Thank you!

With gratitude,
LCS Northwest Advancement Team
Lutheran Community Services Northwest




Birthdays April

. 3rd John Selle 24th Charlotte Shoup
J ‘ 7th Reinhard Speckhardt  28th Joyce Leak
9th Justin Schlagel
™ 10th Colleen Buotte
l | * { L ¥ | | L ¥ 15th Bev Harang

16th Brendon Osburn
16th Marla Larsen
17th Griffin Satterfield
21st Tammy Davis

Anniversaries April

3rd David & Carol Anne Sears
3rd Jon & Juanita Hamlin

* If we missed your birthday or anniversary please call the church office or email us at
office@camanolutheranchurch.org so we can celebrate with you.*

J
h y Y

rk 4.t

Healing for: C.)., Pastor Lori Cornell, Amy Kuniholm, Kathy Walker, Bob, Irma Yee, Mindy Rigney, Pat Thorsen,
Posie Siebold, Brandon, Paul & Dorcy Nueman, Annie, Pam, the family of Neil Weir, Jeff, Jessica, Rachel, Jack &
Kelley, the family of Carol Gillespie, Angela and her FEMA colleagues, Roz Johnston, Caden McQuarrie, Jim &
Martha Schelle, the family of Diane Weir, the family of Ed Crow, Kayley & Colin McCaffery, Bob & Dene
Henderson, Pam Larsen, Dave Weir

Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:

Damien Weller, Dan Porter, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, John VF Guerrero,
Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn
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FOOD BANK
11lam Monthly
Coffee Hour
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