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“See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?” Isaiah 43:19

God IS up to something — what is it?
How do we perceive, recognize, notice whatever “it” is —and then respond?

As both individuals and faith communities, isn’t this part of our regular reflection all
the time? We know God is active in the world. We know God is continually moving to
¥ bring love, grace, healing, and wholeness to a world that desperately needs it. And we
| believe that as members of God’s body, however small we are, we get to be a part of

that big “Good News” mission.

The congregations and ministries in our synod are mission centers —where God’s
beloved people are embraced, inspired, strengthened, and equipped to be participants in God’s work in the
world. | am humbled to listen as so many people share with me profound stories about how God is working
through them — both individually and through their communities of faith. Of course, | don’t have enough space
here to share with you all these stories, but | will tell you one:

Pastor Wendy Cheung serves as the Mission Developer for two of our Synod Authorized Worshipping
Communities (SAWCs). One of them, called Jesus Loves Me Lutheran Church, is a unigue community serving
special needs children, adults, and their families. Pastor Wendy told me:

“There have been many times when | have struggled with this ministry because | know how complex and
demanding it is. The greatest challenge is not designing programs. The deeper challenge is how to walk faithfully
with children with special needs and with their families. Children with special needs may experience sudden
emotional, behavioral, or sensory challenges, and their parents and caregivers often carry long-term stress,
anxiety, exhaustion, and pain. | often ask myself: How can we truly care for these families? How can we
accompany them without simply trying to solve their problems? How can we help bring them into the presence
of God so that they themselves may receive strength, comfort, and hope from Him?

This ministry requires more than good programs. It requires patience, training, pastoral care, wisdom, and a
community willing to learn how to walk together... My hope is that Jesus Loves Me will continue to be a
community where these families experience love and belonging, and where they are also empowered to share
that love with other families who live with similar realities. | hope it will become a place where every person has
meaningful opportunities to participate, serve, and use the gifts God has given them.”

God is at work in and through this beautiful ministry —and | am so grateful that this community is part of who we

are as people of faith in the Northwest Washington Synod.

| am honored to serve as a connector, supporter, and advocate for all the congregations and ministries
throughout our Synod. | am grateful for you, and for all our many mission centers, active in both perceiving and
participating in what God is up to in our amazing corner of the world. Let’s stay connected!

Your partner in ministry,

Rev. Judy Brennan, Director for Evangelical Mission | Northwest Washington Synod | dem@I|utheransnw.org




LAY OF THE LAND
IN THE PNW -

A Monthly Word from Cindy Shultz, NWWA Synod VP

We travel to the northern tip of our synod and the other side of the globe for Volume 1,
issue 2 of The Lay of the Land. This is the story of two ordinary women with an extraordinary idea.

Dawn-Marie Hanrahan, attended Zion Lutheran Church in Ferndale for the first time with her 6- and 8-year-old
children 36 years ago. After Sunday school that first Sunday, her 6-year-old pleaded, “Mommy, Mommy, can we
please stay?” They did.

In 2013, Shilla Adyero, a Ugandan woman studying at the Fairhaven School at Western Washington University,
arrived at Zion Lutheran Church for Easter morning worship service.

A Custer, Washington, couple who had visited Uganda previously, had heard Shilla speaking about sustainable
development opportunities and were so impressed they invited her to continue her studies in the United States,
at their expense. She was living with them and attending Fairhaven School. Homesick and missing her village
community, Shilla wanted to connect with a Christian congregation.

Shilla and Dawn-Marie met that Easter morning and became instant friends. Zion felt "like home" to Shilla, so she
continued to attend services and welcomed the invitation to join our congregation officially. Soon after they were
working together to support the Slum Doctor Programme, a non-profit that focuses on health care, public health,
food supplies, education, and aid for communities affected by HIV/Aids in Kenya and Uganda.

When Shilla’s term with her host family was complete, she was suddenly in need of new housing. Dawn-Marie
was aware of an alternative housing possibility with another Zion family. Robin and Bob Ogmundson had lost
their 27-year-old daughter, Amy, to juvenile cancer just a few months earlier. After prayerful consideration, Dawn
-Marie approached the Ogmundsons with Shilla’s housing need and they, in turn, generously agreed to host Shilla
as their contribution to her philanthropic work and studies. Both the Ogmundsons and Shilla found great solace
and healing in giving of themselves and their resources.

One afternoon, while sitting together in Shilla’s new home, Shilla shared with Dawn-Marie that because the
Ogmundsons had taken her in as their own daughter, she wanted to do something special for them, in Amy’s
honor. Shilla wanted to bring books to her home village in Gulu; she wanted to build the first public library. When
Dawn-Marie asked, “So where do we start?”, the seed for Lutino Adunu was planted. Lutino Adunu means
“children loved” in Shilla’s native Acholi language and is now a registered Ugandan children's educational
non-profit. It is the only organization in the region that serves the needs of children and has grown to become so
much more serving the greater communities.

Dawn-Marie stated that realizing the dream and expansion of Lutino Adunu has been a long and winding journey,
full of twists and unexpected challenges. But then, aren’t a lot of the journeys God takes us on that way?

Dawn-Marie recalled story after story of how the Holy Spirit has worked in and through them along this journey.

e A $20,000 P.E.O. International Scholarship award given to Shilla to continue her graduate studies in
sustainable development at the School for International Training, in Brattleboro, VT.

Ogmundson family connections additionally provided Shilla’s housing while a student at S.I.T.

Many fundraisers, donations and grants that, much like the Bible story of the 5 loaves and 3 fish, continued to
sustain Lutino Adunu.

e The airline agent who so kindly waived the overweight costs of Shilla’s suitcases returning to Gulu, because
Shilla had filled her suitcases with the first library books rather than return home with her personal clothing
and belongings.

e The generosity of the Catholic dioceses to allow use of an outbuilding as the temporary community library.

Continued ——>




e The challenges overcome when the temporary library was immediately closed due to termite infestation
causing damage to the structure, furniture, books and administration documents.

e The life-saving assistance Lutino Adunu offered during the Covid-19 shutdown: masks for law enforcement
and medical personnel, hospital and clinic supplies, emergency transportation, providing infant formula for
orphaned babies, which saved their lives, and so much more.

The MicroLoan Program established to assist start-up businesses.

The Atek Pad Project, training sewers in making reuseable feminine hygiene kits. Adequate hygiene supplies
for young girls and women significantly reduce school drop-out rates. To date, Lutino Adunu has trained 57
schools and multiple communities throughout the region.

e Development of the Community Demonstration Farm on Lutino Adunu land in partnership with the Pangora
Demonstration Farm. Includes hands-on youth-group training for sustainable agriculture, education, and
community empowerment; Crop and Seedling Production; and School Feeding and Gardening Projects.
More information can be made found at: Global Opportunity Fund (GO Fund).

e |nitiated a cooperative relationship with the local prison to begin a prisoner reading program and women’s
empowerment groups

e October 2023, Dawn-Marie coordinated a local “Fun-raiser” Dinner and Live Auction in Ferndale in support of
building the permanent labrary. The single even raised or $47,000 and the cost to host the event was
generously supplemented by several Lutheran member’s Thrivent Action Team Grants.

And the list goes on with too many to include here! Of course, there are countless stories of challenges along the
way, too.

Lack of adequate funding

Unreliable internet connection for corresponding
Lack of adequate devices: phone, laptop, computers
Political unrest within Uganda

Lack of transportation

Covid pandemic

Critical medical and survival needs of the community utilizing Lutino Adunu resources
Government lockdown

Supply shortages

Misunderstandings due to cultural differences
Funding withdrawals

Rising costs of building materials

Inclement weather conditions

With Shilla living in and operating Lutino Adunu in Uganda and Dawn-Marie living in and assisting from the Pacific
Northwest, the distance alone has been sometimes overwhelming. But anytime another challenge arises,
Dawn-Marie and Shilla turn to prayer for guidance and discernment. Their dream of building a public library in
Shilla’s home village has expanded into a resource center with Administration Offices, public Conference Room
and so many more programs and projects now serving the wider community. These ordinary women with an
extraordinary idea have never lost sight of the facility’s completion. Grace happens. And God completes good
works begun.

The new Lutino Adunu Community Library and Resource Center is nearing completion. Additional funding is still
very much needed. If you would like to find out more information about Lutino Adunu, you can Follow them on
their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Iutino.org/ They also have a GoFundMe online donation site,
if you wish to help them finish the building and fill the library with books.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-build-lutino-adunuresource-center.

Joyfully,
Cindy Shultz, NW WA Synod Vice President | veep@I|utheransnw.org
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Cod's Work. Our Mands

August 1, 2026
Dear Partners in Mirsstry.

Grace and peace 10 you in the name of Jesus Christ!

On behalf of the Northwest Washington Synod of the ELCA, thank you for the faithful Mission
Support your congragaticn has shared Your generosity is a visible sign of our life together In
Christ and a tangible expression of the way we walk together as synod-~congregations,
leaders, ministries, and minstry partners joined in God's mission across our region and beyond.

Misslon Support makes it possible for the Synod to encourage and equip congregations,
accompany rostered and lay leaders, support new and renewing ministries, provide resources
for stewardship and administration, strengthen partnerships throughout the wider church, and
respond to emerging needs in our communities. Through these shared gifts, we participate in
work none of us could do as fully alone.

As your congregation considers its minsstry plan and budget for the coming year, 1 invite you to
prayerfully consider increasing your mission support to the Synad by one percent, just as the
Syncd has increased is contribution to Churchwide by a simiar amount. This modest step,
miltiplied across our congregations, would strengthen our shared capacity to serve, connect,
and accompany minstry throughout Northwest Washington. A one percent increase is also a
hopeful and practical way to say that we believe our common ministry matters—and that
together, by God's grace, we can continue to meet this moment with falthuiness and generoaity.

We recognize that every congregation is discerning its giving In the midst of unique local
realities. Please know that your current support is deeply appreciated, and this invitation is
offered with gratitude, not assumption. Whatever your congregation is able to share, we give
thanks for your partnership, your witness, and your commitment to the gospel we proclaim
together.

Thank you again for your faithful generosity and for the many ways your congragation
participates in God's work in your community and throughout the wider church. May the Holy
Spirit continue to guide and bless your ministry in the year ahead.

With gratitude in Christ,
N

Dan Claments, Treasurer
Northwest Washington Synod




FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPORT

Spending Guidelines Snapshot

August-26

BUDGETED INCOME SOURCES Received

General Offerings 20,317 176,185
Easter Offerings - to general fund - 4,908
Building Use Fees 460 2,455
Interest Earned - Unrestricted 73 2,893
Childcare Monthly Overhead Reimbursement 1,200 12,628
Total Income 22,050 199,069
BUDGETED EXPENSES Paid Out 23,146 200,922
BUDGETED BENEVOLENCES Paid Out 1,125 9,000
Total Expenses 24,271 209,922

Overage (Shortage) (2,221) [10,853}'

October 4th: 19th Sunday after Pentecost October 11th: 20th Sunday after Pentecost
e lsaiah 5:1-7 e lsaiah 25:1-9
e Psalm 80:7-15 e Psalm23
e Philippians 3:4b-14 e Philippians 4:1-9
e Matthew 21:33-46 e Matthew 22:1-14
October 18th: 21st Sunday after Pentecost October 25th: Reformation Sunday ‘
e Isaiah 45:1-7 e Jeremiah 31:31-34
e Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] e Psalm 46
¢ 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 ¢ Romans 3:19-28

e Matthew 22:15-22 e John 8:31-36



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-3-13/0#

WHEN WHERE

OCTOBER 11, 2026 CAMANO LUTHERAN CHURCH
10:00 AM 850 HEICHEL ROAD
WORSHIP CAMANQO ISLAND, WA

5" ANNUAL STILLAGUAMISH
CONFERENCE COMBINED
WORSHIP SERVICE

The Stillaguamish Conference of Lutheran Churches
Bethlehem Lutheran Church -- Cindy Whitehead/Curtis Rashell
Camano Lutheran Church - Susann E. Hendrickson
Faith Lutheran Church - Linda Campbell/Marie Preftes Arenz
Freeborn Lutheran Church - James Kresge
Our Saviour's Lutheran Church - Greg Husted, Bob Maxwell
Peace Lutheran Church - Karen Dicken/Jolene Rod/Kris Rinnert

CONTACT ANY OF THE Conference Lay Leaders from your church for
additional information

ALL ARE WELCOME; BRING A FRIEND OR NEIGHBOR

SPECIAL CHILDREN’S PROGRAM WITH PARTICIPATION
DURING SERVICE

Continued ——>




MANY PARTS...

ONE BODY

External Body Parts
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HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE PARKING & ENTRY

Volunteers needed:

Coffee attendants, parking lot attendants, set-up crew, Greeters,

clean-up assistance, BAKERS

PLEASE BRING box OF MAC/CHEESE or BOX OF PASTA FOR EACH PERSON IN
ATTENDANCE - will be used during service & then donated to foodbank

1 Corinthians 12:12
1 Corinthians 12:14
1 Corinthians 12:20

Romans 12:4-5
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BENEVOLENCE OF THE

LUTHERAN VIONTH
CQ WORLD RELIEF

October 2026

by Carl Gabrielson

Perhaps you, like Ruth and | have been overwhelmed by disaster after disaster this
summer: landslides and flooding in Nepal; floods in Japan and in our Midwest;
earthquakes in Venezuela, Indonesia, and Japan; several severe tropical storms
through Hawaii and Japan; volcanic eruptions in Indonesia; plus all our ongoing
wars and conflicts. How can we possibly help?

Lutheran World Relief, sponsored by the ELCA and Lutheran Churches throughout
the world, is always ready to respond. The quilts and care kits that our quilting
group makes are only one part of LWR preparations. Our donations enable LWR
to have important resources on hand to respond quickly.

Immediate disaster relief is not LWR’s only concern. Recovery from disasters can
take years: LWR is continuing helping.

LWR also works to help communities develop productive and stable economies to
improve resilience in the face of disasters and crises.

Lutheran World Relief is our designated benevolence for October.

Please consider making an extra donation on Sunday or through the Camano
Lutheran Church website.







Speaker August 9th 2026
Tina Dinzl-Pederson - Camano Lutheran Church member

Matthew 14:22-33, No storm can shake my inner peace as long as | hold on to that
rock.

Speaker August 16th 2026

David Perkins - the Alaska Mission Coordinator for the Association of Free Lutherans
Churches (AFLC).

Matthew 15:11, it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what
comes out of the mouth that defiles.”

Speaker August 23rd 2026

Mary Munson - Camano Lutheran Church’s Music Director

Romans 12:4-8, One Body, Many Gifts

Speaker August 30th 2026

Amber Lang - Development Director Family Promise of Skagit County

Matthew 25:31-40, Jesus saving Peter from sinking, calming the storm, and
healing the sick in Gennesaret
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Josephine’s partner congregations play a crucial role in supporting our
residents during the Christmas season by providing thoughtful gifts. Each gift,
wrapped in festive paper, represants not only your generosity but also your
prayers and faithful compassion,
This year, we invite you to be a part of our Community Cheer by contributing to a
bundle gift list for each resident. Your participation will help ensure that every

W csident feels cherished and supported during this special time of yoar. A

-

board in Fellowship Hall October 25th!

«
Sign up sheet will be available on the bulletin M
Cheey
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Save the Dates — Mark Your Calendar — Plan Ahead
Below are the 2026 dates for Camano Lutheran Church to prepare, cook and serve a meal at
The Gathering Place ** Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Stanwood.

Thursday, December 3
Meal prep begins @ 3:30, Doors open @ 4:30, Serving begins @ 5:00, Cleanup @ 6:00

It’s not necessary for you to be present the entire time, but if you'd like to come and help
please contact Susann E. Hendrickson 425-330-3702

Update on the collections for the Food Bank.
January: 80.9 pounds

February: 58 pounds

March: 164.5 pounds

April: 48.9 pounds

May: 74.7 pounds

June: 64.8 pounds

July: 30.1 pounds

August: 85 pounds

But you, O Lord, are a shield around me,
grie’f my glory, and the one who lifts up my head.
| cry aloud to the Lord,

g’i’ou}? and he answers me from his holy hill.
—-Psalm 3:3-4

Your Care Team offers a Bereavement Support group for anyone grieving loss of any kind.

“We come from our grief experience as deeper persons because we have been down in the depths of despair
and know what it’s like. We come out of it stronger for we have had to learn how to use our spiritual muscles
to climb the rugged mountain trails.”

Please contact Linda Leque to schedule a time to talk.

the Leque residence, 718 State Highway 532. Questions?

Call Linda at (907) 500-8706.
All are welcome!




The following tasks were accomplished during the past month:

Cleaned dishwasher heating elements with De-Limer

Cleaned clogged drain trap in Child Care basement sink. (The offensive odor in the upstairs sink
drain is no longer present. The sinks are connected to the same vent system).

Replaced missing window screen in Children’s Church meeting room.
Replaced two burnt out exterior security lights.
Time to begin “cooler weather” preparations.

Your friendly Property Management Team
! ‘
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Family Promise of North Sound works to ensure that
Skagit families facing housing instability have the
opportunity to find safety, stability, and lasting
independence. Through prevention, shelter, housing,
and compassionate support, we help families build
brighter futures—one family at a time.
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Camano Lutheran Childcare

At A

Play, Learn and Grow Together

We are officially in the swing of our new school-year routines, and things are settling in nicely!
We are excited to welcome several new families to our program, bringing us to 22 children in our care.

We still have space available in our before- and after-school care program. If you know a family with children
attending Elger Bay or Utsalady Elementary who may be looking for childcare, please have them reach out to
us.

Kris has recovered from her surgery and has been cleared to return to work! We are so excited to have her
back with us. We also said goodbye to Liberty, who did an amazing job filling in for Kris during her time away.
We are so grateful for all of her help and dedication, and we will certainly miss having her here!

Butter Braids are back! We are excited to bring back our Butter Braid fundraiser this year. The fundraiser will
run from October 12th through November 6th. Flyers and order forms will be posted on the board in
Fellowship Hall for anyone to pick up/share and use to place their orders. All orders will be delivered to the
church and will be ready for pickup on November 9th.

The funds raised will help us purchase new supplies for our classrooms and replace some of our well-loved nap
cots that are beginning to break down. This will help us provide a fun and safe learning environment.

Halloween is always a fun and exciting time for the children! We will be celebrating with a Halloween party
where the children can dress up in costumes, trick-or-treat around the church, and enjoy some fun
Halloween-themed games and activities.

We are looking forward to lots of smiles, laughter, and Halloween fun!

Ashli French
Childcare Director
(360) 629-2253

childcare@camanolutheranchurch.org
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Dear Camano Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for your thoughtful donation of $75.00 on 08/18/2026 to support Lutheran Community Services
Northwest's critical mission to bring health, justice and hope to our communities. Hope is the operative word. Your
gift aids us in providing life-affirming services to those in need

with vision, support and resiliency.

Your generous giving helps us to make this mission a reality. Thank you!

With gratitude,

LCS Northwest Advancement Team
Luth Community S

(206) 901-1685 advancement@Iicsnw.org

CAMANO LUTHERAN
CEMETERY
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August 17, 2026

Camano Lutheran Church

850 Heichel Road

Camano [sland. WA 98282-K8(4

Dear Friends,

7). LUTHERAN

C\0) worLD RELIEF %ﬂl&é C\Z/O(I//

Tlnnk you for your gift of $50.00 to Lutheran World Relief given through the Northwest
Washington Synad of the ELCA. Your gencrosity changes lives in many ways, from carrying
health care to hard-to-reach communities Lo ensuring hungry children have access o nourishimg

meals.

Here's a powerful example. Posseh Kamara, 15, is an orphan from Sierra Leone, Posseh knew

education was her key to a better future, but hunger and poverty kept getting in her way. Instead
of going to school, most days she sold water on the street just to buy a meal. Fortunately, your
love helps young girls overcome the challenges that keep them out of school so they can carve
their own paths out of poverty. Last year, because of generosity like yours, Possch

Ve RN — 's fnd for gr and improv nt. We seek to energize :"“l:::? graduated from primary school and was named “Student of the Year™ because of ber hard

them with the tools they need to thrive. LCSNW works with individuals, families and communities to face the future

Thank you for changing lives with your generosity. I'm excited to see whose life you will change
next... until your love reaches every neighbor,

With deepest gratitude.

R ‘
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Camano Lutheran Cemetery is managed by
volunteer board members from Camano Lutheran
Church. We have options for in-ground burial or
cremation and niche wall cremation. Anyone can
be buried at Camano Lutheran Cemetery - church
membership is not required.

Interested in purchasing a plot or just have
qguestions? Contact Karen Camp at
CamanoCemetery@gmail.com or 360-722-6666.
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Daylight Saving Time Ends
> 2% November 1 #
= at 2:00AM 4
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Flowers for Sunday’s Worship
Philip and Valerie Rifner are organizing the flowers for Sunday’s worship.
If you would like to celebrate or honor a loved one,

please sign up on the flower chart located in Fellowship Hall.




Monthly council meetings are open to anyone interested in attending.
3" Thursday of the Month — 7:00 pm

Lots of activities upcoming in the final quarter of 2026. Stay alert for announcements

through future Dove issues, Sunday bulletins and pre-worship announcements!

* OCTOBER 11 5t Annual Combined Conference Worship at Camano Lutheran
* NOVEMBER 1 Pastor Scott’s return from sabbatical

* NOVEMBER Spending Guideline information meeting (TBD)

* NOVEMBER Spending Guideline VOTE (TBD)

* NOVEMBER Nominations & voting for Council members (TBD)
* NOVEMEBEER 29 START OF ADVENT

¢ DECEMBER 3 CLC cooks at Gathering Place

COUNCIL

Susann E Hendrickson PRESIDENT

Jennifer Satterfield VICE PRESIDENT

Kathy Lauer TREASURER

Stephanie Lightbody SECRETARY

Jon Hamlin AT LARGE

Irene Nelson AT LARGE

Charlotte Shoup AT LARGE

Ann Eide AT LARGE

Conner Helgeland AT LARGE

Jaden Yee AT LARGE (alternate)

Annie Stein AT LARGE (alternate)

Sti“aguamfsh (Conference 5th Annual Jo‘int WorslﬂiP bz
Mang Férl:s, One Bocly —’/ \

Plan to join us on_October 11th, 10:00 am at Camano Lutheran as we celebrate the
diverse gifts of our congregations, the blessing of our elders and our youth, and our
unity in our shared faith.

Joint ("hoir: \Want to hclP sing that day’.? .[guri'c Breon from OS] will be
gathcring{:o“cs to rehearse on 5(_:})_3 30 and ( zctobcrz; @ 6:00 PM




Birthdays October

2nd Jaden Yee 12th Bobbi Mueller
3rd Bob Henderson 23rd Phil Rifner
4th Dani Osburn 24th Scott Brents
5th Olga Motz 25th Janet St. Clair
6th Kelsey McFall 27th Scott Olson
7th Mary Munson 28th Katie McFall
8th Lily Swanson 30th Diane Roberts

10th Danny Edwards-Luce 30th Linda Johnson
11th Elaine Swain

Anniversaries October

8th Jim & Shirlee Erickson 22nd Scott & Rona Olson
18th Jeff & Karen Camp 23rd Mike & Elaine Swain

Healing for: C.)., Amy Kuniholm, Bob, Irma Yee, Pat Thorsen, Brandon, Annie, Jeff, Jessica, Rachel, Jack & Kelley,
Angela and her FEMA colleagues, Roz Johnston, Caden McQuarrie, Jim & Martha Schelle, the family of Jane
Salnick, Bob & Dene Henderson, Pam Larsen, Dave Weir, Laurin Vance

Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:

Damien Weller, Dan Porter, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, John VF Guerrero,
Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn

PLEASE HELP US KEEP THE PRAYER LIST UP TO DATE BY NOTIFYING THE CHURCH
OFFICE OF ANY ERRORS, OMISSIONS, OR CHANGES. THANK YOU.
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