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      Reflections with Pastor Scott 
 

 

     Christmas at Home During a Power Outage 
 
 

I find myself sitting here in the house on day four of the November power 

outage.  No internet at home or church and I can’t get anything to come up on my phone.  No calls 

out or in, they won’t go through.  Texting is all there is.  All that said, there is still plenty I can do.  

In fact, I just heated up some hot water on the Coleman stove for glazed lemon loaf tea as I am 

trying to be healthy.  Yes, it really smells and tastes like a lemon loaf or an imagined one.  

Anyways, while putting some books away I found an old Holden Village Voice magazine from 2016 

and read the first of a series of articles on the theme Home.   

 

The article written by the then directors, Peg Carlson-Hoffman and Chuck Hoffman raise several 

questions and statements or thoughts about what home means.  What does home mean to you?  

Really, take some time to think about that question.  Where is home?  Who is present at/in a 

home?  Does home mean the same thing now as it did when you were a child?  Again, what does 

home mean to you?  I won’t tell you their answer in the article because I will be bringing some of 

those thoughts out during our Advent Mid-week services this year and Christmas eve.  (Yes, the 

Spirit is stirring a Christmas Eve sermon almost one and three quarters month ahead of time.  

Maybe, at least).  However, here are a few lines in the article that may leave you scratching your 

head about how they connect with home.  Think about them in connection with home anyways.  

They may expand or contract your thoughts on home.  “Our world seems filled with words and 

images of violence and anger, power in the worst sense of the meaning, and venomous attacks by 

people in power.  All are ingredients that have been stirred into an unhealthy pot of hatred.  Harsh 

words filled with fear are creating a very narrow and hard edged world.”…”You are a unique 

inhabitant of your own reality in how you interpret the world around you.”…”Thomas Merton 

discovered that our true self is found only in relation to the whole, which is the mercy of 

God.”…”Proverbs tells us that it requires wisdom and understanding to establish a home.” 

 

What does home mean to you?  This will be part of our journey this Advent season leading us into 

Christmas when Jesus comes to make his home among us. 
 

Continuing the journey of faith with you, 

Pastor Scott 

Continued —–> 
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without these midwives. Without the skills and the 
gifts God gave to them. The vocation of midwife 
brought Jesus into the world. The hands and wisdom 
of these women wrapped him in swaddling cloths.  
 

It is such an amazing story … through God’s invitation, 
and from Mary saying yes and Joseph saying yes and 
the innkeeper saying yes and the midwives saying yes 
– Jesus came.  
 

Two thousand years ago, in a way no one could have 
imagined, God was with us in human form. Wrapped 
in blankets. Held in love.  
 

What love, what grace, what beauty. Amazingly and 
almost inconceivably, in this little baby, God’s love 
came and God’s love continues to be among us 
through Jesus – Immanuel, Incarnate, God-in-the-flesh 
love. Embodied love … for you and for me. Always.  
 

I know that life is messy. Life is sometimes hard. 
Sometimes the world seems out of control and we are 
so small against so much of what is out there. And yet 
… through something as small and vulnerable as a 
newborn baby, we are promised that God is here. 
Amongst us. And God’s love is for everyone. 
Absolutely everyone. Regardless of your job or your 
political party, your anxiety or your income. Your 
ethnicity, your language, your gender, your situation 
in life. God’s love is for you who celebrate this holy 
day and God’s love is for those who don’t. God’s love 
is for those you are estranged from and those you 
embrace.  
 

This Christmas and this year, may you feel surrounded 
by God’s love and presence. In your laughter, tears, 
secrets, sleep, insomnia, sickness, health, anger - in 
darkness and in light may you feel God wrapping you 
into God’s embrace … like a worn, faded blanket that 
is covered in ducks and Happy holes.  
 

Have a Blessed Christmas,  

+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee                                              

From the Bishop: 

I took the quilt to the cleaners to 
get washed. They looked at it 
and handed it back. If we touch 
this, they said, it will fall apart.  
 

To most eyes, the quilt is 
nothing to look at. The bright 

yellow ducklings have long faded to muted colors. 
The binding is frayed. Happy, my dog from 
childhood, chewed holes in the fabric where 
stuffing came out and repair was never finished. 
(Happy did this to many sheets and blankets in my 
growing up years. My sisters and I called them 
“Happy holes.” My mom did not.)  
 

From the time I was a toddler, this quilt has held 
my laughter, tears, secrets, sleep, insomnia, 
sickness, health, anger. In darkness, this quilt 
surrounded me in warmth. Years later, my 
children were wrapped in this same quilt.  
 

Long before my grandma quilted my “duckie” 
blanket and gave it to me, there was a young 
family without permanent shelter and a baby soon 
to be born. The village midwives came into the 
night to help birth a baby for a family unknown. 
They came to an unhoused couple, a foreign 
couple, a poor couple with no prospects or power. 
And yet, these midwives left their warm houses 
and their own families, bringing their own 
handmade blankets and strips of cloth as they 
participated in this baby’s birth. And, when he was 
born, they wrapped this child and his mom in 
warmth.  
 

We know this because we hear the angels’ words 
to the shepherds, “This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.’ Surely if the baby was wrapped 
in bands of cloth, the child was also wrapped in 
blankets.  
 

What a difference it would have been without 
these blankets, without these swaddling cloths, 

The Bishop’s Article from the December 2022 Edition of The Spirit 



December 11th :  3rd Sunday of Advent 
   

•  Isaiah 35:1-10 
• Psalm 146:5-10 

• James 5:7-10 
• Matthew 11:2-11 

 
December25th: Christmas 

   

•  Isaiah 62:6-12 
• Psalm 97 

• Titus 3:4-7 
• Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 

 

 
December 4th:  2nd Sunday of Advent 

 

• Isaiah 11:1-10  
• Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  

• Romans 15:4-13  
Matthew 3:1-12  

 

December 18th: 4th Sunday of Advent 
   

• Isaiah 7:10-16  
• Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  

• Romans 1:1-7  
• Matthew 1:18-25  

Sunday Scripture Lessons for 

December 2022 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-3-13/0#


STEWARDSHIP WAYS TO GIVE INFORMATION 



ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Advent and Christmas Worship 
 

Advent Sunday Worship at 10AM 

November 27th, December 4th, December 11th, and December 18th 

(Available online by 9:30AM Sunday mornings.) 
 

Midweek Soup Supper Wednesdays at 6PM 

Followed by Midweek Worship at 7PM  

December 7th, and December 14th Holden Evening Prayer 

December 21st Longest Night Service 

(While Advent is a season of hope and Christmas is a season of joy, not everyone feels hopeful or like celebrating. Grief, ill-
ness, aging, depression, loneliness, unemployment, and loss are magnified. Even those who are not struggling with losses 
may feel the stress of preparations and expectations around Christmas time. A Longest Night/Blue Christmas service may 
provide a time and place of solace during the often frenetic days surrounding the celebration of Christmas. We come to-
gether seeking healing and room to share grief, sadness, loneliness, or confusion when these emotions often feel out of 

place during the holidays. 

In the Northern Hemisphere, December 21 is the longest night, the winter solstice. It marks the shortest day of the year, the 
official start of winter. Tradition says that nature and all her creatures stop and hold their breath to see if the sun will turn 
back from its wanderings, if the days will lengthen and the earth will once again feel the sun’s warmth. On this darkest day 

of the year, we come with our honest yearnings seeking the return of light and hope.) 
 

Christmas Eve Worship December 24th 

5:30PM and 9:00PM 

Online Service available by 3pm Christmas Eve Day  
 

Christmas Day Worship Sunday December 25th 10AM 

 Lessons and Carols 

(Available through the church website camanolutheranchurch.org or the churches Facebook page.)  
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                               SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2022 CLC PROPERTY TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

1.  Secured hallway cabinets to Preschool  walls for safety. 

2. Replaced bulb in Small Sanctuary overhead hanging light. 

3. Spent a day accompanying our contract HVAC firm (Andgar) during our annual furnace/ac maintenance ser-
vice. 

4. Drilled holes and placed raceway for the new telephone service. 

5. Installed Cat 8 cable in several rooms. 

6. Spent numerous hours attempting  to control the hornet nesting problem near the east parking lot wall. Fi-
nally successful. 

7. Worked with our contract Fire & Safety firm (Pye-Barker) during the inspection and maintenance of the 
kitchen overhead stove vent hood. 

8. Spent time with our contract electrician when he installed new electrical outlets in Child Care and the the 
large sanctuary. He also  repaired "dead" outlets and placed child proof outlet covers where needed. 

9. Repaired lower rail on the recently modified fencing along  the south office walkway. 

10. Installed two carbon dioxide detectors in the Child Care building. 

11. Landscaped bushes were significantly cut back. 

12. A new ballast was installed in the entry hallway near the kitchen. 

13. Moved tall  bookcase back to the Preschool hallway and secured to wall. 

14. New telephones on order will require access to an Ethernet cable. In locations with a computer, the new 
telephone will share the computer Ethernet cable. We have four other telephones in locations without a com-
puter, two in fellowship hall with access to Ethernet cable, and two in childcare without access to Ethernet ca-
bles.  

15. The fellowship hall main door sometimes requires a little key movement to open. Worked on it and it did 
work better. Let us know if it gives you a problem. 

16. Was asked to put a knob back on one of the doors for the food storage closet in fellowship hall kitchen. 
Seemed like an easy task. Turns out the bolt threads were damaged.  Discovered threads were also damaged 
on the knob. New knob and bolt installed. 
 

"I was thinking about how people seem to read the bible a lot more as they get older, and then it dawned on 
me --they're cramming for their final exam." 

G. Carlin 
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BENEVOLENCE  OF  THE  MONTH  
 

December 2022 
 

   ELCA Good Gifts 
 

 
 

 

Below you will find some of the popular items people purchase for the ELCA GOOD GIFTS Program. This is a way 
to be a blessing to others during this Christmas season when so much is consumed and purchased that isn't al-
ways truly needed. These, your gifts, can change a life and a community. You can also google ELCA.org/
goodgifts to see other possibilities for giving. 
 

You can donate on line or write a check and in the memo put ELCA Good gifts and what gift you are purchasing 
and this will be sent in from the church to the ELCA GOOD GIFTS Program 

$25 $105 $800 

$10 $50 $500 

$10 $20 $75 



LUTHERWOOD ANNUAL AUCTION 

If you have any battery operated candles that Pastor Scott could 

borrow for Christmas services, please bring them to the church 

office by 15th of December. Labeling them with your name on a 

piece of tape on the bottom of the candle will ensure that we will 

get them back to you after services.  Thank you! 

If you signed up for or took a Josephine gift tag  

please remember to have your wrapped and taggled 

gift returned to the church office by Wednesday De-

cember 13th by 2:00pm. Just as a reminder, the gifts 

this year include three items; a throw blanket, a pair 

of grippy socks and a neck pillow. Thank you all for 

your generosity. 

INGENUITY DURING THE POWER OUTAGE 

BATTERY OPERATED CANDLES NEEDED 

     When Camano Island was hit by the wind 

storm in November, power outages at the 

church made for some cold and interesting ad-

ventures.  

     Teresa braved the frigid temperatures in her 

heat- free office during the power outage. We all 

had a good chuckle at the sight of her working 

by lamplight with her computer plugged in by 

extension cord. She finally decided when she 

couldn’t feel her fingers it was time to go home.  



CLUSTER NOVEMBER BOOK STUDY 

THE DEVOTIONAL INCLUDES THIS WEEKLY RHYTHM:  

• Sunday—Poetry prayer (by Rev. Sarah Are Speed) 

• Monday—Biblical commentary on the lectionary gospel text (by Dr. Christine J. Hong) 

• Tuesday—Art & reflection (on one of the theme scriptures) 

• Wednesday—Journaling prompt 

• Thursday—Art & reflection (on one of the theme scriptures) 

• Friday—Hymn (by Rev. Anna Strickland) 

• Saturday—Sabbath in the kitchen (a family recipe for you to try at home)  

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL 

FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION 

This year’s Advent Devotional is from Sancti-

fied Art. The booklets can be found on the 

small counter in the hallway of the Fellowship 

Hall. Please be sure to take both the black and 

white booklet and the color copy of the images 

within the devotional. 

A Brief Devotional Description: 
 

Beginning with the first Sunday in Advent, 

this daily devotional follows the Christmas 

story through Epiphany. Each day offers 

something new: commentary, poetry, visual 

art, hymns, journaling and recipes to cook 
as a Sabbath practice. As you walk through 

these prompts and readings day by day, 

may you remember that you belong—to a 
story etched into the wrinkles of time, to 

generations that have come before and will 

come after, to a love that won’t let you go. 

SPENDING GUIDELINE 

The Spending Guideline Vote was held on Sunday, November 20th. The Vote passed with a count 

of 39 Yes’ and 3 No’s.  





CLC PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS CARD FUNDRAISER 

Preschool Christmas Cards 
Buy your handmade Christmas Cards  

Delightfully crafted by our very own Preschool Children. 

You must see them to appreciate the ADORABLE quality! 

Call or come by the Preschool Office or purchase them on 
Sundays from the binder on the counter in the                    

Fellowship Hall.  

10 Cards    $10.00 

20 Cards    $18.00 

50 Cards   $40.00 

All proceeds go the support and  

development  of  

Camano Lutheran Preschool 
 

Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:__________________________________________________________ 

 

Artist’s Name (for individual artist orders) ____________________________________ 

Teacher’s Name (for class set) _____________________________________________ 

 

Number of Cards Individual Artists:  ______________ 

Number of Class sets :   ___________    

Total Due: ______________________ 

Delivered: __________________________________ 
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Birthdays 

Healing for:  Shannon Buffalo, Pastor Paul and Elsie Wietzke & Family, Kathy Walker, Janette, Mindy Rigney, Zaid 

Fackenthall, Nathaniel and Anna Powers, Dene Henderson. 

Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce  

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:  

Tommy Young, Damien Weller, Dan Porter, Tyler Munson, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert 

F Guerrero, John VF Guerrero, Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn 

Please help us keep the prayer list up to date by notifying the church 

office of any errors, omissions, or changes.  Thank you. 

Prayers 
Needed 

Anniversaries  

6th Emily Staffenhagen 

7th Cecelia Thiel 

8th Teresa Luce 

8th Jo Reed 

9th Janet Mayer 

11th Bonnie Thomas 

11th Kathy Uroff 

16th Carolyn Tobiason 

17th Greta Satterfield 

17th Alfred Hendrickson 

24th Liz Paul 

27th Irma Yee 

28th Aaron Osburn 

30th Julie Floyd 

4th Bob & Dene Henderson 

9th Karl & Mary Munson 

15th Ralph & Mary Powers 

16th Paul & Charlotte Shoup 

17th Andy & Irma Yee 

17th Rand & Gretchen Pigott 

23rd Larry & Nadine Lien 

31st James & Martha Schelle 

* If we missed your birthday or anniversary please 

call the church office or email us at 

office@camanolutheranchurch.org so we can 

celebrate with you.* 

DECEMBER 

Birthdays & 

Anniversaries 



December 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

 

2 

6:30pm AA 

3 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

4 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

5pm Al-Anon 
(Business Meeting) 

6pm Al-Anon 

5   

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

9am Quilters 

9:30am Children's 
Chapel 

12pm Martha 
Luncheon 

5:45pm Cub Scouts 

7pm Boy Scouts 

7pm Samplings w/ 
Luther 

6 

5pm Girl Scouts 

 

 

7 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

12pm Martha 
Study Group Lunch-
eon 

6pm Soup Supper 

7pm Holden Even-
ing Prayer Service 

8 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

 

9  

6:30pm AA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

11 

10am In Person 
Worship Service  

6pm Al-Anon 

12 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

9am Quilters 

9:30am Children’s 
Chapel 

5:45pm Cub Scouts 
6:30pm Girl Scout 
(Leader Meeting) 
7pm Boy Scouts 

13 

5pm Girl Scouts 

6pm Preschool 
Christmas Program 

6:30pm Steward-
ship and Finance 

14 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10:00 am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 

6pm Soup Supper 

7pm Holden Even-
ing Prayer Service 

15 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

5:30pm Piano Re-
cital Lauri Stevens 

7pm Council 
Meeting 

16 

6:30pm AA 

 

 

 
Dove Articles Due 

17 

8am AA 

!0:30am AA Business 
Meeting 

10:30am Al-Anon 

 

18 

10am In Person 
Worship Service 

6pm Al-Anon 

19 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

9am Quilters 

5:45pm Cub Scouts 

7pm Boy Scouts 

7pm Samplings w/ 
Luther 

20 

5pm Girl Scouts 

21 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10:00 am Pastor 
Filming in Small 
Sanctuary 

6pm Soup Supper 

7pm Longest Night 
Service 

22 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Dove Flight 
Crew 

 
 

23 

6:30pm AA 

 

 

 

 

 

24 Christmas Eve 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 

5:30pm Christmas 
Eve Service 

9:00pm Christmas 
Eve Service 

25 Christmas 

10am Lessons 
and Carols 

6pm Al-Anon 

26 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

9am Quilters 

5:45pm Cub Scouts 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

27 

5pm Girl Scouts 

28 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

10am Pastor Film-
ing in Small Sanctu-
ary 

6:30pm Boy Scouts 

(Leader Meeting) 

29 

8am TOPS 

9am Facebook Live 
Devotions w/Pastor 
Scott 

30 

6:30pm AA 

31 New Year’s Eve 

8am AA 

10:30am Al-Anon 
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