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Reflections with Pastor Scott
“3

I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy
in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until now……” Philippians 1:3-11

As our small groups begin to start up again inside the building at church and we move to indoor
worship, I want to say a special thank you to church leadership. Thank you for your faithfulness,
diligent guidelines research in its many forms that is ever changing, and your thoughtful
reflections as a gift of ministry in this last year that we did not imagine happening when each
member of council said yes to the Spirit’s call to serve this community of faith at CLC. You sought
to make the best decisions possible, first and foremost keeping us safe as a congregation and
seeking to keep us connected amidst the isolation the pandemic presented. On top of that, you
helped us continue worship and we never stopped being Christ’s church. You did all this knowing
not everyone would agree with every decision made, but through prayer and conversation you
sought to be faithful in all you did. Thank you for living out your faith and your gifts of
servanthood for the people of CLC.
I would also like to thank the staff for all of your work, gifts of ministry shared, and adjustments
made to serve this community of faith as best we could in this unexpected year plus. As you
dealt with your own issues and concerns as individuals around the pandemic, you continued to
serve this people of faith. You also helped us continue to worship and stay connected to the
heart of God’s Word and one another and continue to grow in faith.
Thank you to our team of retired pastors willing to offer their gifts for continued faith growth
around Christian education. You led us through dialogues on race, mental health concerns, and
what the cross means for us. Thank you for your time and wisdom.
I also want to thank the congregation as a whole. For your flexibility during unstable and
uncertain times. For your caring for one another and checking in on one another. For your calls,
cards, and prayers for one another. To our custodian Angel for keeping things clean, especially
when we had a covid exposure. To our preschool staff that helped our kids get back into the
classroom. For our quilters continuing to quilt and put kits together. For our property team and
their continued work caring for our campus. For your continued support of CLC’s ministry in a
variety of ways including financially. I’m sure I missed someone, or some group and I apologize if
I missed you. Please know that all of you have been in my prayers and I offer again a heartfelt
thanks for all of you and your gifts of faith lived out in familiar and new ways.
The pandemic is not completely over, but the journey is moving forward, and I just wanted to
pause and say thank you.
Continuing the journey with you,
Pastor Scott
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The Bishop’s Article from the May 2021 edition of The Spirit
In the book Anxious People, the author, Fredrik Backman, crafts a humorous,
poignant, and wise story of a group of people thrown together because of a bank
robbery. But the bank robbery is the least interesting part of the book. The characters,
who seem flighty and weird and strange or just unlikeable at the beginning of the
book, change into complex humans with such rich inner lives that you love each of
them by the end of the story. This was one book that I was sad to see end because I
wanted to continue with each character in their journey.
I finished this book during Holy Week. And I couldn’t help but reflect on the flighty,
weird, strange and unlikeable people that surrounded Jesus that we get to know in the Gospels.
These men and women who leave everything to follow Jesus – and who end up leaving Jesus after his
arrest – only to once again connect with Jesus after his death and resurrection – are (we must admit)
flighty, weird, strange and unlikeable.
• Thomas who is skeptical throughout the Jesus story and who won’t recognize Jesus until
seeing his wounds.
• Mary Magdalene who can’t recognize Jesus until he calls her by her name.
• The disciples locked in a room, afraid to go out, and finally just going back to fishing until Jesus
shows up once again.
I mean, ask yourself:
• Would we really have wanted John the Baptist over for a barbecue?
• Would we really have accepted a woman who washed Jesus’ feet as being justified when she
extravagantly wasted an expensive bottle of perfume?
• Would we have embraced the woman who bled for over a decade and invited her to our book
club even after she assured us that she was cured and clean?
I finished this book during Holy Week. And I couldn’t help but reflect on the flighty, weird, strange and
unlikeable people around me – on the news, on social media, in my neighborhood – and how I have
judged them based on a very superficial understanding of who they are and what makes up their
story. I call them ignorant or lazy, bigoted or uncaring, dirty or smelly or unclean in some way.
But as I continue to reflect on Backman’s compelling story of seven “idiots” (as he calls them), and, as
I continue to reflect on Holy Week, (even though it is now way past Holy Week), I see Jesus kneeling
down and washing feet. I hear Jesus saying, “Peace be with you.” I experience Jesus embracing
disciples on a beach, offering them fish, and saying, “Feed my sheep.” Loving and caring and forgiving
– even though these humans are flighty, weird, strange and, at times, unlikeable.
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The Bishop’s Article from the May 2021 edition of The Spirit

None of us are Jesus. None of us can embrace the other as Jesus did. And yet, we are
called, as sinners and as beloved children of God, to hear another’s story. To listen.
To reflect. To forgive. To ask for forgiveness. To engage. To be silent when needed
and speak when necessary.
For my part, I repent. I repent for my judgment, for my verdict that I render without
knowing the complexity of another’s story, for my blindness to my complicity, for my
withholding forgiveness in the name of self-righteousness, for my refusing to
acknowledge my need for forgiveness, and for my judgment on who God loves and who God does
not love (because, as I have been taught, if God only loves those I love, than I have remade God in
my image).
So I ask you, dear Beloveds of NWWA Synod, with all of your stories, how may your stories be
joined into the One Story? How may your hearts be open to the flighty, weird, strange, sometimes
unlikeable (but always God’s beloved) people that we are called to love? What are your thoughts,
feelings, explorations, attempts, experiments? I’d love to hear how you are living into God’s Holy
Community of love, grace, compassion, justice and peace.
As for you, you are called. By name. Embraced, loved, and cherished – in all your flighty, weird,
strange, sometimes unlikeable ways. And always, always, God’s beloved.

+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
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From the VEEP
The New Normal. How often have we heard that phase recently? It seems like it is showing up
everywhere, even in the funny pages. In the March 21, 2021 comic strip “Frazz,” the punchline
was: “By the time we know something is normal, it won’t be new.” That made me stop and think.
How true is that? I think one thing the last year has taught me is how quickly we adapt and how
quickly things begin to feel normal. Thoreau, in his book Walden comments, “It is remarkable
how easily and insensibly we fall into a particular route, and make a beaten track for ourselves.” That kind of adaptability can help us cope with the kind of upheaval we’ve had the past
year, but it can also allow us to normalize things that should not be considered normal. When our
response to the question “Have you heard about the latest shooting?” is “Mass or police?” we
might want to stop and reflect on what track we have beaten for ourselves.
During this Eastertide, I’ve thought a lot about that first Holy Week and Easter. What upheaval the disciples experienced! They went from entering the city cheered on by the crowd, to the cries of, “Crucify Him!” in less than a week.
Then came the very public execution and the miraculous resurrection. I’ve wondered what the disciples thought of
their new normal as these events unfolded. We know there was fear and denial and doubt. Who should they believe?
What should they do in this world turned upside down? They had to sort through all the fake news of the day, all the
rumors and whispers, to decide who to believe. They sure didn’t believe Mary Magdalene nor the others who brought
the first reports of the resurrection: “But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them” (Luke 24:11). Even once they saw with their own eyes, some doubted (Matthew 28:17). Called to proclaim the
Good News of the risen Christ, first they had to believe. According to the book of Mark, Jesus even upbraided them for
their lack of faith and stubbornness before sending them forth in His name. It took a while for them to adapt to their
new normal.
As I help plan for a return to in-person school and worship, how do I go forward in faith and adapt to the changes
that have happened and continue to happen? How do I push for a new normal that is better then the old normal?
How can I normalize love, justice, forgiveness, and peace? Like those first disciples, I will probably do so with both
fear and great joy (Matthew 28:8) knowing that Jesus is going ahead of me and it is His beaten track I follow.
Here are a few things I or the Synod Council have been up to:
• Continued work on Synod Assembly Planning
• The Synod Vice Presidents met on April 10 by Zoom. The agenda included assembly planning and anti-racism
work and resources.
• Executive Committee met on April 15.
• The COVID-19 Relief Grant team met to award grants.
I would be happy to visit and worship with you— online.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me: veep@lutheransnw.org.

See you at our online assembly on May 15!
Kay Edgerton, Vice President
NW Washington Synod/ELCA
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Pictures from May 2nd, 2021

First In-Person Worship
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Announcements From Council
Dear Camano Lutheran Church congregants,
the last 1 1/2 years have been full of changes none of us saw coming. We have had to adapt
to these changes so has Camano Lutheran. Normally our annual meeting takes place in January
we have missed 2.
On Sunday June 6, there will be an abbreviated in person worship followed by the annual
meeting which can be attended in person by those who were able to attend worship that
morning. All others are invited to join us via zoom to vote for the new spending guidelines and
council nominees. Council has agreed to keep the last spending guidelines since there were no
significant changes. The zoom login information will be sent out via the church email contacts
list. If you are not currently on the list you can call the office to be put on. You can take your
email address off after if you wish.
Thank you for your patience.
Peace be with you,
Kevin Teichgrab
Council President
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Dove

Submissions needed from you

Small Groups are now starting to
meet again within the Church
Facilities!!
1.) This means we can start announcing the different group meetings in our monthly
newsletters “the Dove”.
2.) the Dove can potentially go back to being printed and mailed regularly.
3.) For this we need Submissions to be giving to the church office by the 15th of every
month to be featured in the following months newsletter.

** If you have a small group and would like to get an
announcement about schedules or special events let the
office know camanoclc@wavecable.com **
CLC Small Groups
•

Confirmation Class
• Council
• Martha Study Group
• Praise Team
• Quilters
• Samplings with Luther
• Stewardship & Finance
• TOPs
• Women’s Bible Study
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MAY 2021 Camano Lutheran Church Small Group Calendar
Sunday

Monday
26

Tuesday
27

Wednesday
28

Thursday
29

MAY 2021

Friday
30

Saturday
1
8am AA

2
10am In-Person
Worship Service
6pm Al-Anon

9
10am In-Person
Worship Service
6pm Al-Anon

16
10am In-Person
Worship Service
6pm Al-Anon

23
10am In-Person
Worship Service
5pm Al-Anon
(Business
Meeting)
6pm Al-Anon

30
10am In-Person
Worship Service
6pm Al-Anon

3
9am Quilters

4

5pm Girl Scouts
5:45pm Cub
Scouts
7pm Boy Scouts
7pm Samplings
w/ Luther

17
9am Quilters

18
7pm Council
Meeting

6:30pm
Stewardship and
Finance

8
8am AA

14
6:30pm AA

15
8am AA

12pm Martha
Study Group

12
8:30am Pastor
Filming in Small
Sanctuary

13
8am TOPS

(Dove Articles
Due)

5:30pm
Confirmation
6:30pm Praise
Team

5pm Girl Scouts
5:45pm Cub
Scouts
7pm Boy Scouts
7pm Samplings
w/ Luther

19
8:30am Pastor
Filming in Small
Sanctuary

20
8am TOPS

21
6:30pm AA

22
8am AA
10am AA
Business
Meeting

5:30pm
Confirmation
6:30pm Praise
Team
25

5pm Girl Scouts
5:45pm Cub
Scouts
7pm Boy Scouts
Day of Pentecost

26
8:30am Pastor
Filming in Small
Sanctuary
5:30pm
Confirmation
6:30pm Praise
Team

5pm Girl Scouts
5:45pm Cub
Scouts
7pm Boy Scouts
7pm Samplings
w/ Luther

7
6:30pm AA

6:30pm Praise
Team
11

31
9am Quilters

6
8am TOPS

5:30pm
Confirmation

10
9am Quilters
5pm Girl Scouts
5:45pm Cub
Scouts
6:30pm Girl
Scout (Leader
Meeting)
7pm Boy Scouts
7pm Women's
Evening Bible
Study

24
9am Quilters

5
8:30am Pastor
Filming in Small
Sanctuary

1

2
8:30am Pastor
Filming in Small
Sanctuary
5:30pm
Confirmation
6:30pm Praise
Team

27
8am TOPS

28
6:30pm AA

29
8am AA

4
6:30pm AA

5
8am AA

10am Dove Flight
Crew
6:30pm Boy
Scouts (Leader
Meeting)

3
8am TOPS
12pm Martha
Study Group

Local Community Announcements
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BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH
May 2021

WORLD HUNGER
More than 820 million people - that's about 11 percent of people in our
world today - are hungry. Seems like an overwhelming problem.
Where to start? One place is the ELCA World Hunger Program. They are
making a difference by helping to reach communities most in need
throughout the world. From Alaska to Alabama, from Chile to China, they
are hard at work helping our neighbors near and far break the cycle of
hunger and poverty. Our gifts make it possible for ELCA World Hunger to
be present throughout the United States and the world. In 2019 they
supported:
• projects in 34 U.S. states and territories
• 63 countries, including the U.S.
The ELCA World Hunger Program supports meaningful solutions that get at the root causes of
hunger, from health clinics to microloans, food pantries to soup kitchens, advocacy to community
organizing. Ending hunger is about more than food. Long-term, sustainable change can be
accomplished by connecting people with the resources they need to produce food and gain access to
clean water, education, health care and sources of income.

The ELCA World Hunger Program has established relationships in the U.S. and around the world that
have created an infrastructure that allows it to be very cost efficient and effective – less than 15
cents of every dollar is used for program administration and fundraising.
Interesting fact: The world produces enough food for everyone to live a healthy, productive
life. There is now 17% more food available per person than there was 30 years ago. If all the world’s
food was distributed evenly, there would be enough for everyone. The challenge is to make food
consistently available to everyone who needs it.
Yes, hunger is a big problem, but the ELCA World Hunger Program is working toward a solution and
we can be a part of it.
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35
Arlyn Harang

May Birthdays
Anniversaries
12th - Ivan and Darlene Miller
22nd - John Amell and Janet St. Clair

If we missed your birthday or anniversary
please call the church office so we can
celebrate with you.

1st - Frances Schlagel
1st - Grace Dorsey
2nd - Maci Larsen
4th - Diane Weir
7th - David Mark
11th - Daniel Bauermeister
12th - Christopher Hayes
13th - Michelle Morgan
13th - RuthAnn Gilbertson
14th - Mary Westerman
14th - Sharon Gresli
14th - Kevin Teichgrab
17th - Merritt Baker

18th - John Floyd
19th - Max Reep
20th - Allison Vogue
20th - Cody Osburn
20th - Kimberly Swan
20th - Audrey Pepin
22th - Chuck Morgan
23th - Ed Crow
26th - Gary Mickelson
26 - Lynne Eide
28 - Caleb Moyer

Prayers
Needed
Healing for: Avery Yee, Julie Bolser, Dene Henderson, her daughters Jeanette Jewell, Terri Henderson, Candy
Belk, Rick Belk, Chris Syversen, Linda Mackie, Savvanah, Alex, Jessica, Ginny Wortman, Annette Hollingworth,
Jon Hamilin, Pam Larson, Linda Johnson, Pastor Don AuClair, Brittany Scott, Nikki Belk, Leif Larson, Allison
Vogue, Helen Micucci, Inez Hushagen, The Cohn Family - Evelyn, Scott, Ava & Brayen Cohn, Glenna
Timmerman, Janet Weckerly, Sandy Peterson, Miriam Clark, Elsie Jo Hendrickson, Jim Powers, Sandy Cowden,
Cindy Hogman, Sophie Jackson, Tom Moore, Leih Rutledge, Brad McDonald, Ginny Esslinger, Nancy Johnson,
Wilma Barrett, Wayne Wegner, Jim Olsen, Jan Karr, Maranda Hansen, Bill Holz, Andy Hamilton, Curtis Peterson,
Antivius Rush, Bill Vance, Joshua Tinker, Davie Kelly, Andrew Adams, Eric McDonnell, Joy L Edwards, Diane
Hilmo, Trisha Bourdeau, Geoff Taylor, Jessica, Jeanne, Barrett, Frances Viscoti, Dan Harris, Karin Cockett, Landry
Hall (great grandson of Loretta Nelson), Sean Brough, Ken Bailey, Madison Paganini, Stacy Pinorini, Tammy
Davis, Bonnie Thomas, Jan Churchhill, Steve Schmitz,
Comfort for: Family of Claude Baily, Les Surridge, Allen Gilbertson
Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce
Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:
Dan Porter, Tyler Munson, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, John VF Guerrero,
Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Olivia Shoup, Kyle Osburn, Nathaniel Powers,
Please help us keep the prayer list up to date by notifying the church
office of any errors, omissions, or changes. Thank you.
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Scripture Lessons for

May 2021
Sunday Lessons
May 2nd: Fifth Sunday of Easter
•

Acts 8:26-40
• Psalm 22:25-31
• 1 John 4:7-21
• John 15:1-8

May 9th: Sixth Sunday of Easter
•

Acts 10:44-48
• Psalm 98
• 1 John 5:1-6
• John 15:9-17

May 16th: Seventh Sunday of Easter
•

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
• Psalm 1
• 1 John 5:9-13
• John 17:6-19

May 23rd: Day of Pentecost
•

Acts 2:1-21
• Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
• Romans 8:22-27
• John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

May 30th: The Holy Trinity
•

Isaiah 6:1-8
• Psalm 29
• Romans 8:12-17
• John 3:1-17
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