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Reflections with Pastor Scott

GROWING GRATITUDE IN THE GARDEN
As November is upon us, a traditional season of thankfulness, I was thinking
about all the things I have to be thankful for in the many areas of my life. It’s a
regular practice a friend encouraged me to engage when going through a rough
patch. It can be doubly hard to give thanks when so much around a person seems out of control and can
move a person’s mood to anything but thankfulness. As I was reflecting on thanksgiving amidst a tension
filled world, I came across this reflection by Lisa DeRosa from my October 6, 2021 Godspace daily
devotional I receive. Lisa had done everything one needs to do to have the perfect garden. She even got a
pair of overalls for good garden vibes. Despite doing everything “right” and believing she was in control,
the garden appeared to be a total flop. She writes the following.
While despairing over my gardening woes, I found comfort in scripture:
“Though the cherry trees don’t blossom
and the strawberries don’t ripen
Though the apples are worm-eaten
And the wheat fields stunted,
Though the sheep pens are sheepless
And the cattle barns empty,
I’m singing joyful praise to God.”
—Habakkuk 3:17-19 (MSG)
I still think a little garden-grumbling was valid. I’m not a fan of toxic positivity and believe in the importance
of expressing our frustrations and emotions, lest they build up. And … this reminder from Habakkuk gave
me an opportunity to praise God for the many things that went well with my garden—with or without a
tangible reward in hand.
For instance, there was the warm sun on my face all season long, the smell and feel of dirt on my hands,
and the blessings of being outside. There were master gardeners and other green thumbs God has placed
in my life, who were a pleasure to consult with and depend upon (when depending on others is a growth
area for me). What about the rodents, bugs, and birds I inadvertently fed? I enjoy their company yearround … is it really so bad to share some of the summer harvest with them?

Didn’t God design them to be foragers, and aren’t I asked to be a steward of the earth and all living things?
When I paused to reframe the situation through a lens of gratitude and praise, I didn’t feel that all was lost.
In fact, had I thought I had it all under my complete control, I may not have even noticed such a bounty of
blessings. How sad that would be—like my tomatillos, my own display of stunted growth.
In what areas of your life are you sensing a lack of control right now? What blessings can you root out
when you let go of your own expectations and look for the gifts God is giving in the situation? How might
you praise God?
Continuing the journey of faith and gratitude with you,
Pastor Scott
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Thank you from Pastor Scott
Unbeknownst to me there was an announcement made while I was on
vacation that October is Pastor Appreciation month. About mid October a
few cards and tokens of appreciation started showing up and finally
someone let me know what was up. So I just wanted to drop you a note to
say thank you for the cards, kind words and tokens of appreciation. During my time at CLC this
congregation has been encouraging throughout each month of the year and I am thankful to
serve together with you in ministry here at CLC. Thanks again for this extra acknowledgement
of appreciation.
Pastor Scott

Sunday Scripture Lessons for

November 2021
November 7th: 24th Sunday after Pentecost

November 21st: 26th Sunday after Pentecost
•

•

1 Kings 17:8-16
• Psalm 146
• Hebrews 9:24-28
• Mark 12:38-44

November 14th: 25th Sunday after Pentecost

November 28th: First Sunday of Advent
•

•

Daniel 12:1-3
Psalm 16
Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25
• Mark 13:1-8

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
• Luke 21:25-36
•

•

•

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
• Psalm 93
• Revelation 1:4b-8
• John 18:33-37

•

Sharing Christ’s Love, Growing in Faith, Serving Neighbor Near and Far

4

The Bishop’s Article from the November 2021 Edition of The Spirit
What is Our Purpose?
The ELCA’s Statement of
Purpose is found in every
congregation constitution, every
synod constitution and in the
ELCA Constitution. In the ELCA
Constitution (4.01) we read:
“The Church is a people created
by God in Christ, empowered by
the Holy Spirit, called and sent to bear witness to God’s
creative, redeeming, and sanctifying activity in the
world.” This same Statement of Purpose is found in the
NWWA Synod Constitution S6.01 and in the Model
Constitution for Congregations C4.01. I encourage you
to read ELCA’s entire Statement of Purpose. It is
beautiful and energizing. (Find the constitutions here:
https://www.lutheransnw.org/resources/
constitutions)
When I read the Statement of Purpose, it helps me
remember who and whose I am and what I am called
to do and to be. You see, sometimes we forget.
Sometimes we forget what it means to be children of
God, redeemed by Christ, and sent into the world.
Sometimes we get caught up in finances or building
maintenance, we get lost in petty disagreements and
who should do what and so many other things, that we
forget that we are created, empowered, called, and
sent by God – by GOD – to live into and to share what
God is already doing in the world – in God’s creative,
redeeming, and sanctifying work in and for the world.
How do we live into this Statement of Purpose? Below
I propose three ways that we can (there are many
more but I only have so much space).
Relationship: There are so many people in this world
who are lonely, who are discouraged, who are anxious,
who are tired. There are so many who feel unloved,
unwelcomed, unwanted. They are living in your
neighborhood, they are shopping at your grocery
store, they have kids in school with your kids or
grandkids, they are walking by your church every day.
They are looking for relationship and for friendship. In
a 2019 survey by CIGNA, 61% of working people
identified as lonely. Did you catch that? Over half of
people who are working are lonely. And this survey
was taken before the pandemic. I can only surmise
that the number is higher after 18 months of COVID
life. Other studies I have read state that loneliness and
isolation lead to physical and emotional difficulties as

well as societal polarization. This is obviously a problem in
this country. So, how do we have deep meaningful
conversations so that people feel welcome and heard?
Have connection and deep friendship? How does this fit
with our Statement of Purpose?
Impact: There are so many people in this world who are
looking to do something meaningful, to change the world
for the better. There are so many people who wonder how
they can make a difference, how they can positively
influence their communities locally, nationally, and
globally. These people are living in your neighborhood,
they are shopping at your grocery store, they have kids in
school with your kids or grandkids, they are walking by
your church every day. They are looking for impact in this
world. How can they be our partners in the ministries we
are already doing and in the ministries they are doing? How
can we listen to them to hear what other ideas might come
through the Holy Spirit working in them and through their
innovation? What partners do we need to multiply the
impact of your ministry site in your neighborhood? How
does this fit with our Statement of Purpose?
Transformation: There are so many people in this world
who are looking for transformation, for new life, for a new
path. There are so many people who have lost hope in
institutions, in the church, in their lives. These people are
living in your neighborhood, they are shopping at your
grocery store, they have kids in school with your kids or
grandkids, they are walking by your church every day. They
are looking for resurrection. How is your ministry site set
up to not only welcome those searching, but honoring who
they are? How do they know that their story is welcome?
How is the good news shared with those who have never
heard it and are desperate to hear? How does this fit with
our Statement of Purpose?
I invite you to look at ELCA’s Statement of Purpose – or
your own congregation Statement of Purpose and discuss
in your councils, Adult Forums, small groups, and
elsewhere. What other questions or thoughts come out of
what you read?
Together may we live drenched in God’s love and sent out
to share the Good News. For we are created, redeemed,
called, and sent to live into and share in God’s creative,
redeeming, and sanctifying activity in the world.

+Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
bishop@lutheransnw.org
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Thoughts from the CLC Care Team
The Lord gives us opportunity where sometimes we see struggle and danger.
A reflection on photography, online service and sharing of gifts with others in a time of pandemic.
by Tina Dinzl-Pederson

The past year has been trying and full of emotion. .. a time where we have been apart from others we care
about, to keep each other safe from the spreading pandemic. Gathering at our computers, tablets and devices for weekly worship we were blessed to have the technical skills of Mary Munson, together with her musical
talents. The first time Mary and Gretchen collaborated with photographs set to their musical duet, I was in
awe. A combination of things I love: singing praises to the Lord, music, and beautiful outdoor images. When

Mary put out a request for photographs for future services, I was all in. I have been taking photographs for
my entire lifetime, starting as a six year old kid with a little Brownie camera. My dad had a photography business for a while when he was just out of high school. He was happy to share his love of photography with his
daughter.
Needless to say I have a lifetime of photos in files waiting for an audience to share them with. What a joy it
has been for me to see them put together with the words of hymns we sing for the online worship. I have received many comments from congregation members about their enjoyment of the beautiful nature scenes. It
took the work of a team to make it happen and Mary’s technical skill and time to put the photos in a slide
show timed for each hymn.

It has been an amazing opportunity for me to share beauty and joy with people, during a time when those
things are greatly needed. The Lord invited me to get my photographs out of files, computer CD’s and digital
files and into a place where they would help others. I have been blessed to be able to respond to His call.

My sister, 1957 in rural New Jersey

Thoughts from the CLC Care Team continued...
Our Christian Calling is to be Caring.
Last week's Gospel lesson is clearly a "Call to Caring." Mark 10:17-31
Your Care Team is working on facilitating Camano Lutheran as a Caring Congregation. If you are willing and
able to express your Caring by sharing a meal, helping with a memorial luncheon, driving someone to
church, appointments, or grocery shopping, or as part of our prayer shawl ministry, let the Care Team know.
We appreciate all of you who signed up after church. We also invite you to share additional Care ideas with
us.
Paul Shoup, Care Team Leader

SEPTEMBER 2021 PROPERTY TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS
1. Initiated another hornet nest search since they have reappeared in playground vicinity. No luck so far.
2.With the return of rain, the need to weed and mow has resumed.
3.Helped with set-up and re-stow at the Vintage sale event.
4.Designed and built two additional safety fences on the playground tower.
5.Broke down 3 more connected tires formerly in the playground enclosure and hauled to the transfer station
for disposal.

6. Accompanied the water heater inspector as he examined our 3 tanks. He works for the state and an insurance company.State law requires an inspection every two years.
7. Initiated and coordinated work with contractors for our regular HVAC and gutter work needs. These projects will take place in early October.
8.Programmed the Preschool thermostat.
“It’s an amazing thing to be loved by someone. Sometimes it is just about enough.”
Pastor Ingqvist, Lake Wobegon Lutheran Church

When Pastor Scott asked me to write something to introduce myself in the
Dove, my initial reaction was OOF! Ask me about my girls, and I will talk
your ear off, ask me about myself, and I will likely freeze up. With that said,
I’m going to give this my best shot.
Hi, I’m SaraLyn. I’m probably most recognizable
to some of you when I have my three daughters
with me. (Maci, Mallory, and Marla.) I have been
a stay-at-home mom for the last 17 years, so being recognized as “mom” is what I know best. Re
-entering the workforce has been something on
the back burner for a while and I was thrilled
when I saw the position of Parish Administrator
open. I grew up in Burlington and attended Trinity Lutheran Church in Mt. Vernon. I graduated
from the University of Washington, where I was
an art major. I have been married to Eric for 19
years and we moved to Stanwood 14 years ago. I
started working the summer of 6th grade and
have had many jobs since that were fun, challenging, and taught me many life lessons along
the way.
Please come by the office and say Hi.

Leif Larsen’s Memorial Service
will be held on Saturday,
November 20th at 11:30 am,
in the Large Sanctuary.
A reception will follow at
Camano Center.

CLC Spending Guidelines 2022
The CLC Church Council would like to invite you to join us to discuss our 2022 Spending Guidelines. We will introduce the guidelines on November 14th following our Church Service and will vote on the guidelines on November 21st. The meeting will be available in person following our church services or virtually. You may join
virtually by clicking on the zoom invitation here:
Janet St Clair, Council President is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Camano Lutheran Church Spending Guidelines
Time: This is a recurring meeting for Nov 14 and Nov 21

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7254765109
Meeting ID: 725 476 5109
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,7254765109# or by phone. +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 725 476 5109

CLC Quilters Hard at Work

CLC Quilters have completed over 108 Quilts, 40 Baby Care Kits and 207 Personal Care Kits to be transported on
Nov. 6th for Lutheran World Relief.

Preschool
Christmas Cards
Buy your handmade Christmas Cards
Delightfully crafted by our very own
Preschool Children

You must see them to appreciate
The adorable quality !
Call or come by the Preschool Office or purchase them on
Sundays at the SCRIP table.
629-4592
10 Cards

$10.00

20 Cards

$18.00

50 Cards

$40.00

All proceeds go the support and development of
Camano Lutheran Preschool
Name:_________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:__________________________________________________________
Artist’s Name (for individual artist orders) ____________________________________
Teacher’s Name (for class set) _____________________________________________
Number of Cards Individual Artists: ______________
Number of Class Sets: _____________
Total Due: ______________________
Delivered: __________________________________

BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH
November 2021
Community Resource Center of
Stanwood Camano
The Community Resource Center of Stanwood Camano - our benevolence of the month - is
pleased to welcome Mary Brederick as the new Executive Director. Mary, the former director of
the Stanwood YMCA, brings a wealth of experience and a commitment to our local community to
the position. Coming to CRC in the midst of the COVID outbreak, .she writes, “The pandemic has

really provided us the opportunity to engage with the community in new and different ways,
while also allowing us to stay true to our roots of providing a safety net to those most vulnerable
in our local Stanwood-Camano neighborhoods. Since January 2021, your Community Resource
Center has supported nearly 500 individuals/families with emergency assistance. These
funds helped families stay housed through rental assistance, kept lights/heat/internet
available through utilities support, and enabled essential service workers to get to their
jobs via bus/gas vouchers. In essence, we have been here to help families navigate services that
we directly provide and/or help them to find services through our partnering agencies.
As we look at the remaining months of 2021, we are excited to welcome folks back to

activities: we saw 60 families at our re-opening barbeque in June, 40 families at our Teddy Bear
Picnic in July, 20 youth participants in Teen Activities throughout August, and this month we are
excited to open our doors to the Stanwood Rotary Club, AA Support Group, Ed Wiley Autism
Acceptance Library and the Aktion Club. Additionally, we are looking forward to the re-opening of
our Bookstore (fingers crossed for Oct.), additional youth and family related programming,
continued collaboration with our local non-profit partners, and expansion of our educational
workshops and outreach programs, including mental well-being support.”
Your financial support to CRC enables Camano Lutheran Church to partner with our local
community to help individuals in need and bring families together in these challenging

times. Thank you for your support.
Janet St. Clair
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One Parish, one Prisoner Update
In June, the key focus of worship was the One Parish, One Prisoner program through Underground Ministries. Chris Hoke shared the message with us that day and invited us to participate in this two-year program
and beyond. We will spend the first-year writing letters to get to know our “releasing friend” as they like to
call the person. After the person’s release we will meet once a month with the person and help them get
acclimated in their new life outside of prison. Our releasing friends name is Kelly and you will find a picture
of him below. Please keep Kelly and our team in your prayers as we grow in our relationship together. Below you will find a prayer we are asked to start each meeting with and return to often. I think it is a good
one that each of us can add to our own daily prayers. Please read the prayer and wrestle with the pieces
within it. Thank you to the people of CLC for supporting this hands-on ministry as we live out our mission
statement of sharing Christ’s love, growing in faith and serving neighbor near and far.

Practice Resurrection
Welcome whatever God raises up from within.

I welcome everything that comes to me in this moment because I trust it can be part of my healing.
I welcome all thoughts, feelings, emotions, persons, situations and conditions.
I let go of my desire for approval. I let go of my desire for control. I let go of my desire for false security.
I let go of my desire to change any situation, condition, person for myself.
I open to the love and presence of God and the healing action and grace within.
Continuing the journey of faith with you,
Pastor Scott

AFGHAN REFUGEE CRISIS
A close friend and colleague once described the plight of refugees as, “While immigrants as often drawn to
America by the opportunities offered by our great nation, refugees are pushed to this country through war,
trauma and loss.” Lutheran Community Services Northwest welcomes refugees and provides assistance to help
them successfully transition to this country. Salah Ansary, Regional Director for Lutheran Community Services
Northwest, has led programming to serve refugees throughout the Northwest. Salah was a refugee who came
to America from Afghanistan as a young man, having both personal and professional expertise. For over 40
years, Washington State has been a leader in refugee resettlement and LCSNW has been a significant partner in
those efforts. In a recent briefing on Afghan resettlement, Governor Jay Inslee noted that we expect about

37,000 refugees to be resettled in Washington State. LCSNW is already preparing to receive these families
and Salah will share what to expect and how we can help. Join us Sunday, November 7th at 7 pm for an educational opportunity to learn more. -Janet St. Clair
Topic: Camano Lutheran welcomes Sarah Ansary: “Afghan Refugee Crisis - Lutheran Community Services”
Time: Nov 7, 2021 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7254765109
Meeting ID: 725 476 5109
One tap mobile +12532158782,,7254765109# US (Tacoma)
Dial by your location +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 725 476 5109

Lutherwood Auction Online 2021
Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Center is having our
Annual Auction on November 13th 4:00pm - 5:30pm Online.
Please support our ministry by attending or donating.
Items we've loved in the past include:
Airbnb rentals, Quilts, Theme baskets, Gift cards, and Sports tickets
We appreciate your consideration and support. For information to attend or donate please visit
www.camplutherwood.org. If you wish to make a donation, please call our office at 360-734-7652,
email office@camplutherwood.org to arrange pick up or drop off.
Thank you for your support!

Robert
K. Gillespie
, Executive
Sharing Christ’s Love,
Growing
in Faith,
ServingDirector
Neighbor Near and Far
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SAVE THE DATE!
Join us for one of the most beloved holiday traditions in the Northwest, as the PLU Choir of the West,
University Chorale, and University Symphony Orchestra present our annual Christmas concert, Hope.
Works by Howard Darke, Brian Galante, Richard Nance, and others mix with traditional carols and
seasonal favorites as we celebrate hope and renewal in this joyful season.
Tickets for this special Christmas celebration go on sale 10:00am on Monday, November 1.
Lagerquist Concert Hall, PLU
Saturday, December 4, 2021 at 8:00 pm
Sunday, December 5, 2021 at 2:00 pm
Saturday, December 11, 2021 at 8:00 pm
Sunday, December 12, 2021 at 2:00 pm
Benaroya Concert Hall, Seattle
Monday, December 6, 2021 at 7:30 pm
General admission tickets are $37.
Discounts are available for senior citizens, military, children, and PLU alumni/students/faculty/staff.
Group sales of 10 or more tickets will ONLY be available for the Benaroya concert.
The health and safety of our campus community remains our utmost priority.

•

All guests must show proof of COVID-19 vaccination (original vaccination card, photo on phone or a paper copy are all acceptable)
or proof of negative COVID-19 PCR test taken within 72 hours of the start time prior to entry into the performance venue. Those
younger than 12 are excluded from this requirement.

•

Mask wearing for audience members is required throughout the entire performance.
For more information visit www.plu.edu/christmas.

Sharing Christ’s Love, Growing in Faith, Serving Neighbor Near and Far

15

Birthdays

Anniversaries
5th Gary & Mary Westerman

3rd Dave Buotte

21st Alice Paul

3rd Travis Vogue

22nd Rona Olson

5th Karen Camp

24th Erin Evans

7th Tina Dinzl-Pederson

24th Marilyn Smith

16th Ruth Hintz

24th SaraLyn Larsen

17th John Leque

25th Eric Lauer

18th Don Schlagel

28th Joan Vogue

8th Tom & Sharon Gresli

18th Todd Score

30th Nancy Lacher

20th Dave & Diane Weir

20th Morgan Score

30th Susann Hendrickson

20th Stephen & Susann Hendrickson
23rd Dale & Marcie Tepley
27th Alan & Connie Hall

* If we missed your birthday or anniversary please call
the church office so we can celebrate with you.*

Prayers
Needed
Healing for: Jessica Belk, Christian Lopez, Jack Hamilton, Marilyn Hickok, Lisa Hayes, Lori Skiba, Sharon Buffalo,
Pam Larsen, Susann Hendrickson, Ed Crow, Bob Thomas, Nadine Lien, Julie Bolser, Jeanette Jewell, Linda Mackie,
Jessica, Ginny Wortman, Linda Johnson, Helen Micucci, Inez Hushagen, The Cohn Family - Evelyn, Scott, Ava &
Brayen Cohn, Glenna Timmerman, Miriam Clark, Elsie Jo Hendrickson, Jim Powers, Sandy Cowden, Cindy
Hogman, Sophie Jackson, Tom Moore, Leih Rutledge, Brad McDonald, Ginny Esslinger, Nancy Johnson, Wilma
Barrett, Wayne Wegner, Jim Olsen, Jan Karr, Maranda Hansen, Bill Holz, Andy Hamilton, Curtis Peterson,
Antivius Rush, Bill Vance, Joshua Tinker, Davie Kelly, Andrew Adams, Eric McDonnell, Joy L Edwards, Diane
Hilmo, Trisha Bourdeau, Geoff Taylor, Jessica, Jeanne, Barrett, Frances Viscoti, Dan Harris, Landry Hall (great
grandson of Loretta Nelson), Sean Brough, Ken Bailey, Stacy Pinorini, Bonnie Thomas, Jan Churchhill, Steve
Schmitz,
Comfort for: Family of Ken Gilbertson, Claude Baily, Les Surridge, Allen Gilbertson
Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce
Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:
Dan Porter, Tyler Munson, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, John VF Guerrero,
Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn, Nathaniel Powers,
Please help us keep the prayer list up to date by notifying the church
office of any errors, omissions, or changes. Thank you.
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November 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

31

Wednesday

1

10am In Person
Worship Service

9am Quilters

6pm Al-Anon

7pm Boy Scouts

2
5pm Girl Scouts

5:45pm Cub Scouts
7pm Samplings w/
Luther

7

8

3

9am Quilters

5pm Girl Scouts

5:45pm Cub Scouts

5pm Al-Anon
(Business Meeting)

6:30pm Girl Scout
(Leader Meeting)

6:30pm Stewardship and Finance

6pm Al-Anon

7pm Boy Scouts

Friday
4

8:30am Pastor
Filming in Small
Sanctuary

8am TOPS

6:30pm Confirmation

12:30pm Martha
Study Group

9

10am In Person
Worship Service

Thursday

Saturday
5

6:30pm AA

10am Church Staff
Meet

10
8:30am Pastor
Filming in Small
Sanctuary

9am Pie Baking
10:30am Al-Anon

11
8am TOPS

6
8am AA

12
6:30pm AA

13
8am AA
9am Pie Baking
10:30am Al-Anon

6:30pm Confirmation

7pm Women's
Evening Bible Study

14
10am In Person
Worship Service

15
9am Quilters

5:45pm Cub Scouts
11am Spending
7pm Boy Scouts
Guidelines Meeting
7pm Samplings w/
6pm Al-Anon
Luther

21

16

Dove Articles Due

7pm COUNCIL

8:30am Pastor
Filming in Small
Sanctuary

9am Quilters

11am Spending
Guidelines Vote

7pm Boy Scouts

18
8am TOPS

19
6:30pm AA

23

10:30am Al-Anon
11:30 am Leif Larsen
Memorial Service

24
8:30am Pastor
Filming in Small
Sanctuary

5pm Girl Scouts

5:45pm Cub Scouts

20
8am AA

6:30pm Confirmation

22

10am In Person
Worship Service

17

5pm Girl Scouts

25

26
6:30pm AA

Thanksgiving

27
8am AA
10:30am Al-Anon

10am Dove Flight
Crew

6pm Al-Anon

2pm Bible Study

(Office Closed)

(Office Closed)

28

29

10am In Person
Worship Service

9am Quilters

6pm Al-Anon

7pm Boy Scouts

5:45pm Cub Scouts
7pm Samplings w/
Luther

30
5pm Girl Scouts

1

2

8:30am Pastor
Filming in Small
Sanctuary

8am TOPS

6:30pm Confirmation

12:30pm Martha
Study Group

10am Church Staff
Meet

Set up stage

3
6:30pm AA

4
8am AA
10:30am Al-Anon
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